Srimad-Bhagavatam

Canto Ten: The Summum Bonum
yd

With the
Sarartha-darSinl commentary

by
Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura
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Krishna — The Soul of souls

(55-61)
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You (tvam) should know (avehi) Krsna (enam krsnam) to be the
orlgmal Soul (atmanam) of all living entities (akhlla-atmanam) For the

benetit of the whole umverse (Jagat-hitaya), He has (sah api), out of

His causeless mercy, appeared (atra abhati) as an ordinary human

being (dehi). He has done this by the strength of His internal potency
(mayaya). -
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Brahma said, “Krsna is the soul of thf: universe and the Supersoul
present in the hearts of all conditioned souls.”

A person loves children and other persons because they bring pleasure
to hiS owTr atertal body.




In the same way a person loves his own material body because
it brings pleasure to himsell, (Fles/mrit sou))

N
Also in the same way a person loves his {rue s ,@spmtua/l

@, because he brings pleasure to the Supersoul.

The Supersoul is Sri Krsna, whose spiritual form is perfect and

complete.



In Bhagavad-gita (10.42) Krsna declares: vistabhydham idam
krtsnam, ekamsena sthito jagat, “With a single fragment of
Myself I pervade and support this entire creation.”

The conclusion is that because Krsna is the highest object of
love, the greatest love is felt for Him.

Thus the Vraja-gopis loved Krsna even more than they loved
their own sons.




Furthermore, how can the conditioned souls, who have no love and

devotion for Krsna, and whose knowledge is covered by mava, directly
perceive Lord Krsna, who is revealed only by bhakti?

They cannot directly perceive Krsna because such persons have given

all their love to their children and others.

—

However, because Vrajavasis were bevond the touch of maya and full

of Tove Tor Krsna they could directly perceive the Lord.



Thus it was natural that they showed more love for Krsna than

their own sons.

When Krsna appears in the world to benetit the conditioned

souls (jagad-dhitaya)-the ignorant think He has a material
body (dehiva) like their own; a body created by maya.

But, that is only an appearance, not the fact.



Sri Madhusiidana Sarasvati explains: sac-cit-sukaika-
vapusah purusottamasyd, nardyanasya mahima na hi

\

manam eti

“No one can count all the glories of Lord Narayana, the

Supreme Personality of Godhead, whose form is eternal
and Tull of knowledge and bliss.”




He also declares:

cid-anandakaram jalada-ruci-saram,

stitti-girarh vraja-strinam haram

“Krsna charms all the women of Vraja (vraja-strinarn haram).

The Vedas declare (stitti-giram) that Krsna’s form (akaram),

dark li

ke a monsoon cloud (jalada-ruci-saram), is eternal and

full of

r~ -

bliss (cid-ananda).”




Someone may object: “The Supersoul cannot be seen by the

senses, but Krsna was easily seen by everyone.

a—

Theretore Krsna cannot be the Supersoul.”

This verse answers: “To benefit the living entities in the
material world, Krsna appears, hy His causeless and

inconcel TCy, to be an ordinary conditioned soul.



Thus Krsna is directly perceived by the senses of the

conditioned souls, although in ordinary circumstances Krsna

is never perceived by the material senses.

Lord Narayana says in the Brhad-bhagavatamyta that though
Krsna is eternally unmanifest, He becomes visible by( His OW_B

(Sire.
K.

Otherwise who can see Him?



Sanatana Gosvami says that Krsna becomes manifest by His own

power, but He is not revealed to the eye as an object of sense

perception.

Outside of Vrndavana, Krsna bestows His sweetness through His

mercy to favorable persons.

To inimical persons Krsna shows His form, but devoid of sweetness for

perfecting their meditation involving their material senses.



As a result ol their meditation, Krsna bestows liberation to

extinguish their ottenses.

This is how Krsna gives auspiciousness to them.

——

Although Krsna covers His supreme majesty to appear like an
ordinary mortal before the inhabitants of Vraja and betore
inimical persons, it is improper to call Krsna a jiva with a
material body (dehi).




Theretore this verse describes Krsna as ée@%bhdt?,

appearing to be a soul with a human body.

Madhvacarya quotes the Vardha Purana: “For the Lord

there is no difference between the body and soul (deha

and dehi).”
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Those in this world (atra) who understand ( Lord Krsna

‘n) as He is (h) see all things, whether stationary or

moving ( @ ca), as manifest forms of the Supreme

Personality ot Godhead (bhq_ggvat-gug m akhilam). Such enlightened

persons recognize no reality apart from the Supreme Lord Krsna (na

—

anyad vastu iha kificana).



This verse states that after considering all the objects of
love such as sons, body and soul, the @ conclude that

Krsna is the ultimate object of love.

In thlS verse the word \@h(m t@) has the sense
Tl




Theretore, those who know Krsna see Him as the cause

of all moving and non-moving entities.

——

Because Krsna is the creator ot all, in one sense.

He is the same as His creation.
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The original, unmanifested form of material nature (bhava arthah) is

the source (sthitah bhavati) of all material things (sarvesam api

vastinam), and the source of even that subtle material nature (fasya
apl) is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna (bhagavan

krsnah). What ther;, could—ene—ascertain _to be (kim riapyatam)

separate from Him (afat vastu)?



Someone may ask, “Why is this s0?” This verse answers.

Bhava means the unmanifested material nature (pradhana),

which is the cause (artho) ot the material world.

Thus bhavartho means Krsna, who_is the creator of pradhana,

which is itself the cause of the material world.




Theretore the verse says, kim atad vastu riipyatdm, “Who

is greater than Krsna?”
\

The word vastinam means the senses and intelligence,
and bhavartho means the atmad. the soul who is the cause

ol the senses.




The cause of the soul is Krsna

What can be said to be ditterent tfrom Krsna (kim atad vastu

riipyatam)?

Therefore, because He is the complete whole, Krsna is the final

object of all service.
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