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orh namo bhagavate vasudevaya P

o~ janmady asya yato 'mvayad itaratas cartheg»abhijnah syarai

tene brahma hrda ya adi-kavaye mufiyanti yat sefayah

tejo-vari-mrdarh yatha vinimayo yatra trisdrgo 'mrsa @

dhamna svena sada nirastgAuhakam satydrm param dhimghi
/7@*‘5""" e %) e
Lt ys meditate dh1m upon thg Xbsolute L‘ rsna [satvaifaram)) whp is the cause

oI\ C eatlon maintenance and dfgfruction of J@ iverse (japfma y@@ as the

ma 1a1 and efficient cause (hnyayad itarata @ since he is fhe only knower of all objects
{su abhijfiah) and the oAlly independeAt being (? who revealed the Vedas (yah
@ Gkahma) to Brahma (af-kayaye) withjf his mind (hrda); who is difficult to understand

even fok the learned (mulganti yat stirayah); whose body is thought to be made of matter

( due to Alusion (Qrs®d just as one mistakes fire, water and earth for each
other (te]O-Varl-mrd‘ i/yatha, vinimayo); and who negates all false arguments regarding his

existence (nirasta-kuhakarm) by possessing a tmnqpendenml inconeeivahleforin _and hy the
stremdro'ﬁdevvrees"exp‘eﬁencmg him thougﬁ_ﬁ_— Svartipa-sak)(sada svena € ‘)




Explanation-1V

Establishing Radha and Krsna as
the Vastu of the Book




R OF W
g I R b

Without deceit (nirastd-kuhakary), in_correct manner (satyam), aspiring
tor the highest goal (param)f we meditate on Radha and Krsna (@himah@
BR\Y,
k9 X 48 % Jee
9(‘;;@:@% gawye-)
from whom (yatah) arises (janma) the height of madhura-rasa (adyasya).

By giving up the other gopis (itaratas ca) and following only her (anu
ayad),

as dhira-lalita he showed his expertise in the chief aspects of rasa (arthesv
abhijnah) and she exhibited herself as an independent lover (svarat).




Krsna imparted (yah tene) through the heart (hrda) to Sukadeva,
knower of this rasa from birth (adi-kavaye), the Bhagavatam
(brahma), by which the devotees faint in ecstasy (muhyanti yat
stirayah)

and undergo transtormation (vinimavo), just as fire, water and earth
reverse their properties (tejo-vari-mrdam yatha)

—

by whose influence (yatra svena dhamna) the three saktis (tri-sargah)
remain eternally (sada amrsa).




Krsna imparted through the heart to Sukadeva, knower of this
rasa from birth, the Bhagavatam, by which the devotees [aint
in ecstasy and undergo transformation, just as fire, water and
earth reverse their properties and by whose influence the three
saktis remain eternally.

Among all the gopis, the peak of sweetness arises in the
company ol the queen of Vrndavana, the principal gopi.




This is indicated in the following verses:

kasyah padani caitani yataya nanda-siinuna
arhsa-nyasta-prakosthayah karenoh karina yatha

Here we see the footprints of some gopi (kasyah padani ca
etdni) who must have been walking along with the son of
Nanda Maharaja (yataya nanda-sununa). e must have - put his
arm on her shoulder (amsa-nyasta-prakosthayah), just as an
elephant rests his trunk on the shoulder of an accompanying
she-elephant (karenoh karina yatha). (SB 10.30.27)




anayaradhito ntinarh bhagavan harir iSvarah
yan no vihaya govindah prito yam anayad rahah

Certainly (@ this particular gopi @ has perfectly
worshiped (Zradhitah) the all-powerful Personality of Gaodhead

(bhagavan harir isvarah), Govinda (govindah), since he was so
pleased with Her (yad pritah) that he abandoned the rest of us (nah

vihdava) and brought her (yam anavad) to a secluded place (rahah).
(SB 10.30.28) |

A meaning which indicates this should be tound in the {irst verse ot

Bhagavatam,




We meditate upon the Radha and Krsna from whom there is the
appearance (janma) of madhura-rasa (adyasya).

This means that these two are the supreme receptacle of the art ot
madhura-rasa.

Giving up all other gopi lovers @, he followed her alone and
becgme obedient to her (@nvayatb).

The tollowing verse shows how he followed only Radha.



atravaropita kanta puspa-hetor mahatmana
atra prastinavacayah priyarthe preyasa krtah

’

And over here (atra) that intelligent boy (mahatmana) must have put

her down (avaropita kanta) to gather some flowers (puspa-hetoh).

Just see how in this place (Puspa-heidr) dear Krsna (preyasa)

collected tlowers (prastina avacayah krtah) for his beloved
(priyarthe). (SB 10.30.31-32)

Because he gave up other gopis and followed her alone, he is known as
dhira-lalita lover, [Note: Dhira-lalita is a male lover, ‘skilful in the arts

of pleasing “his beloved and controlled by her. | favorable for
cultivating rasa.




He is thus called “one who is tully knowledgeable of the chiet
rasas filled with madhura-rasa (arthesu abhijnah).”

And because he is dhira-lalita, she alone remains with her lover
(svarat), as a svadhina-kanta, a woman who controls Krsna.

In order to reveal all this, he imparted through the heart the
Bhagavatam (Erah@) containing as its essence th PF\M@&S
on rasa to Sukadeva, knower of this tattva (kavaye) from his
birth (adi).




The Bhagavatam is called brahma in the following verse.

idam bhagavatarn nama puranarm prahmj-sammitam

—

This Bhagavata Purana (idam bhagavatarn nama puranam) is
fufnished with brahman (@ahma-sammi@\). (SB 1.3.40)

=
,ukﬁd amrta-drava-samyutam

Bhagavatam is sweetness flowing from the mouth of Suka.
(SB 1.1.3)




S_l_l&l-vég;amrtébdhi

Krsna is the moon (induh) rising from the sweet ocean (amrta
abdhi) of words of Suka (Suka-vag) (Krsna-astottara-sata-

/

nama-stora, Brahmanda Purana)

From hearing the Bhagavatam (yad) since it @rasa, the
devotees faint in ecstasy from tasting the rasa (yad surayah
muhyanti).




Or because Radha and Krsna are the objects of their hearing
and seeing, their close assoc:lates suray{h@ though most wise,

become bewildered. )

This means that they take on qualities opposite their normal
qualities, out of ecstasy.

And others are included in this ecstasy also.



This is illustrated through an example.

[ S—

Their ecstasy is just like earth, water and fire reversing thelr

propertles

For instance the@oop, a form of fire, on seeing the rasa-lila of
Radha and Krsna, gave up its quality of moving and became
stunned like earth.




Water, on hearing the sound of the tlute, became stunned like
earth.

Stones made of earth became liquid like water.

By the influence of these two (yatra dhamna svena) the
creation of the three consorts (tri -sargah) Sr1 Bhii and Lila; or
the gopis, the queens and Laksmis; or the internal, external

and marginal potencies becomes @1 (amrsa).




This means that the consorts such as Sri who have been
manifested by Radha and Krsna, by_their influence, by their
being the basis of the consorts, exist eternally because of their
eternal relationship.

We meditate on them without deceit, as in real forms (satyam)
and as the most excellent forms (param).

-

Thus the object of worship (Radha and Krsna, ) o_f_ihe
Bhagavatam has been shown as the subject of the firsTverse.




Explanation-V

Establishing Bhakti as the Vastu of
the Book




Let us meditate (dhimahi) on the most beneficial spiritual process
(satyam) which is beyond the gunas (param),

—

which brings about the appearance of the lTord (yatah adyasya
janma) as Bhagavan (anvayad) and by which there is realization of

brahman and Paramatma in the processes of jfiana and yoga (itaratas
ca);

N

which is complete knowledge (arthesu abhijnah), independent of
other processes (svarat);




which was revealed (yah tene) b_X Narada ((Erahma @)é) to Vyasa

(adi-kavaye), ___

but which is bewildering to even great sages (muhyanti yat surayah);

which is not mixed with the three gunas (yatra tri-sargo mrsa tejo-
vari-mrdar yatha vinimayo);

and which defeats its opponents (sada nirasta-kuhakam) by its very
nature ol giving direct experience ol bliss (svema dhamna).
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