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Närada's Instructions on
Çrémad-Bhägavatam for Vyäsadeva



Section – III

Närada reveals to Vyasa the 

importance of describing 

Krishna’s pastimes (8-22)



|| 1.5.20 ||
idaà hi viçvaà bhagavän ivetaro

yato jagat-sthäna-nirodha-sambhaväù
tad dhi svayaà veda bhaväàs tathäpi te
prädeça-mätraà bhavataù pradarçitam

This universe is the Lord (idaà hi viçvaà bhagavän iva) but the Lord is also
different from the universe (itarah) for from him arises the maintenance,
destruction and creation of the universe (yato jagat-sthäna-nirodha-
sambhaväù). You know this naturally since you are an avatära of the Lord (tad
dhi bhavän svayaà veda). Thus I have shown to you (tathäpi bhavataù
pradarçitam) a small portion of bhakti and knowledge concerning the Lord’s
power (prädeça-mätraà).



Having taught about bhakti, now Närada teaches about
knowledge of the worshippable Lord which is necessary for
the devotees.

This universe is like the Lord: it exists, has life, and a form of
bliss, but it is not the Lord’s form of eternity, knowledge and
bliss.



This is because the Lord’s qualities like existence are eternal,
whereas the universes quality of existence is temporary,
because the Lord is different from the universe (itaraù).

How is the Lord like the universe and also different from it?

From the Lord, who is the possessor of mäyä-çakti, arises the
maintenance, destruction and creation of the universe.



The universe is described as a form of the Lord in small
portion (like the Lord), because it is an effect of the Lord.

Because the Lord is the cause, he is different. Because
brahman is the cause, the universe is also designated as
brahman in the çruti: sarvam khalv idam brahma: this
universe is brahman. (Chändogya Upaniñad 3.14.1)

You know all this spontaneously (svayam) because you are an
avatära of the Lord.



Thus I have shown only a small portion, ten fingers (prädeça-
mätram) of bhakti and knowledge of the powers of the Lord
who measures more than ten million times a hundred trillion,
in order to fulfill the statement äcäryavän puruño veda: one
who has a teacher knows. (Chändogya Upaniñad 6.14.2)

Amara-koça says prädeça-täla-gokarëäs tarjany-ädi-yute tate:
prädeça, täla and gokarëa mean a measure from the thumb to
the end of the forefinger.



|| 1.5.21 ||
tvam ätmanätmänam avehy amogha-dåk
parasya puàsaù paramätmanaù kaläm

ajaà prajätaà jagataù çiväya tan
mahänubhäväbhyudayo 'dhigaëyatäm

You possess useful knowledge (tvam amogha-dåk)! Please understand
spontaneously (ätmanä ätmänam avehy) that you were born
(prajätaà) as a portion (kaläm) of the supreme person (parasya
puàsaù), the paramätmä (paramätmanaù), for the benefit of the
world (jagataù çiväya). Therefore please describe (tad adhigaëyatäm)
the glories of the all powerful Lord (mahänubhäva abhyudayah).



This verse explains how Vyäsa knows spontaneously.

O person with useful knowledge (amogha-dåk)!

Therefore (tat) please describe (gaëyatäm) more fully
(adhikam) the most auspicious glories (abhyudayaù) of the
mighty Lord (mahänubhäva)



|| 1.5.22 ||
idaà hi puàsas tapasaù çrutasya vä

sviñöasya süktasya ca buddhi-dattayoù
avicyuto 'rthaù kavibhir nirüpito

yad-uttamaçloka-guëänuvarëanam

The unfailing cause of perfection (avicyuta arthaù) from men’s
austerity, study of the Vedas (puàsah tapasaù çrutasya vä),
performance of sacrifices, chanting of mantras (sviñöasya süktasya
ca), practicing jïäna and giving charity (buddhi-dattayoù) is defined
by the wise (kavibhir nirüpitah) as glorifying the qualities of the Lord
(yad-uttamaçloka-guëänuvarëanam).



I have said that one becomes successful by bhakti, after giving
up all dharmas.

Now, if some devotee has some desire for some dharmas,
those dharmas will be produced by bhakti.

That is now explained.



The unfailing cause (avicyutaù arthaù) of men’s austerity and
the other items of dharma has been described to be narrating
the qualities of the Lord.

Mediné says:

artho viñayänarthayor dhana-käraëa-vastuni | 
abhidheye ca çabdänäà nivåttau ca prayojane || 

Artha means an object of the senses, obstacle, wealth, cause,
thing, meaning of a word, prevention and goal.



The results of austerity and other acts are achieved by bhakti according to the
statement of the Lord and thus what is their necessity?

yat karmabhir yat tapasä jïäna-vairägyataç ca yat
yogena däna-dharmeëa çreyobhir itarair api

sarvaà mad-bhakti-yogena mad-bhakto labhate ’ïjasä
svargäpavargaà mad-dhäma kathaïcid yadi väïchati

Everything that can be achieved by fruitive activities, penance (yat karmabhir yat
tapasä), knowledge, detachment (jïäna-vairägyataç ca yat), mystic yoga, charity,
religious duties (yogena däna dharmeëa) and all other means of perfecting life
(çreyobhir itarair api) is easily achieved by My devotee (sarvaà mad-bhaktah labhate
’njasä) through loving service unto Me (mad-bhakti-yogena). If somehow or other My
devotee desires (kathaïcid mad-bhaktah yadi väïchati) promotion to heaven,
liberation, or residence in My abode (for service) (svargäpavargaà mad-dhäma), he
easily achieves such benedictions (sarvaà anjasä labhate). (SB 11.20.32-33)



smartavyaù satataà viñëur vismartavyo na jätucit |
sarve vidhi-niñedhäù syur etayor eva kiìkaräù || 

One should always remember Viñëu (smartavyaù satataà
viñëur) and never forget Him (vismartavyo na jätucit). All
injunctions and prohibitions (sarve vidhi-niñedhäù) are
dependent on these two principles (etayor eva kiìkaräù
syuh). (Padma Puräëa)

According to this, all dharmas are unnecessary.



Or another meaning is because performance of bhakti to the
Lord is the conclusion of all the scriptural statements
recommending austerity, studying the Vedas etc., chanting the
Lord’s name is the unmistakably mentioned process.

And in his commentary on the Lord’s words dharmo yasyäà
mad-ätmakaù (SB 11.14.3) Madhusüdana Sarasvaté says that
the purport of all scriptural statements is the Supreme Lord.


	Slide 1:   Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 
	Slide 2: Canto One – Chapter Five 
	Slide 3:           Section – III          
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16

