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Canto One — Chapter Seven

Punishment of Asvatthama

The Son of Drona Punished



Section — 1

Srila Vyasadeva’s meditation

and samadhi (1-7)



1 1.7.7 Il
yasyam val Srayamanayam
- krsne parama-puruse
bhaktir utpadyate pumsah
soka-moha-bhayapaha

By hearing Bhagavatam (yasyarn vai srivamanayam), bhakti
(bhaktih) for the Supreme Lord Krsna (krsne parama-piiruse)
appears (u_tEadyate). Hearing it also destroys (apaha)
lamentation, illusion and fear (Soka-moha-bhaya) in the
human being (purmsah).




This verse shows that Bhagavatam produces prema.

Simply by hearing it, prema arises.

What to speak then of the greater effect if one engages others
in hearing it!

And what greater etfect speaking it must have!




And what even greater effect will engaging others in speaking
it produce!

Bhakti here means prema.

Because it has been said 1Svarah sadyo hrdy avarudhyate ‘tra
krtibhih: the Supreme Lord becomes immediately captured in
the heart of the accomplished devotees by hearing Bhagavatam

and even by those who have suddenly developed a desire to
hearit. (SB1.1.2)




And because the Lord is captured in the heart only by the
result of sadhana-bhakti.

Destruction of sarhsara- is an unsought result for the devotees.

Nevertheless the devotees also achieve this.




Section — 11

Srila Vyasadeva Teaches Srimad-

Bhagvatam to His son, Srila Sukadev

Goswami (8-11)



11.7.8
sa sarhhitarm bhagavatim
krtvanukramya catma-jam
Sukam adhyapayam asa
nivrtti-niratarn munih

Having already made (krtva) the Bhagavatam (sambhitar
bhagavatim), the sage Vyasa (sah munih) revised it
(anukramya) and taught it (ca adhyapayam asa) to his son
(atma-jam) Sukadeva (sukam) who had realized brahman
(nivrtti-niratam).




Because he had realized the superiority of prema, his goal, over

realization of the bliss of brahman, he taught Bhagavatam to
Suka so that he also could see the superiority of the bliss of
prema.

In_this world _if the father has experienced something blissful,
he will attempt to have his son experience this also.

That is explained in this verse.




First Vyasa had made an abbreviated scripture about bhakii,
but on the advice of Narada, he rearranged it (anukramya),
purified it, giving most prominence to bhakti to Krsna.

Narada gave his instructions after the disappearance of Krsna
and belore Pariksit punished Kali, because at that time itself
there was a tendency towards irreligion even among the
followers of religion and adherents of scripture since the
power of Kali manifested even at the beginning of his control.




Because of this, Vyasa was dissatistied in his heart.

—

This is shown in the following verse:

jugupsitarmh dharma-krte 'nusasatah
svabhava-raktasya mahan vyatikramah

yad-vakyato dharma ititarah sthito

na manyate tasya nivaranari janah

You have created a great disturbance (mahan vyatikramah) by teaching a
condemned subject (jugupsitamn anusasatah) to people (itarah janah) attached
to material enjoyment @abhéva-raktag@) in order to make them accept
dharma (dharma-krte). Thinking that what you have taught is real dharma (yad-

vakyato dharma iti sthitah), they do not consider giving it up (na manyate tasya
nivaranam). (SB 1.5.15)




It is understood that before the beginning of Kali-yuga he
would not have been dissatisfied in heart.

Now at this time, he revised the Bhagavatam which was
previously written.

A)
o Y
When it is said krsne svadhamopagate, ... purano ’rkto

'dhunotditah . (SB 1.3.43), this refers to the revised
Bhagavatam, the present one. B




When it is said that the present Bhagavatam is another
Bhagavatam and that the Bhagavatam is among the eighteen
Puranas, it refers to the same Bhagavatam, the present one...

Nivrtti-niratam means that Sukadeva had realized brahman.




| 1.7.9 ||
saunaka uvaca
sa vai nivrtti-niratah
sarvatropeksako munih
kasya va brhatim etam
atmaramah samabhyasat

Saunaka said: Sukadeva (sah munih) was fixed in the brahman
(nivrtti-niratah), indifferent to everything (sarvatra npeksakah), and
enjoying in the selt (atmaramah). Why did (kasya va) he study
(samabhyasat) this elaborate work (etam brhatim)?

Kasya va means “for what reason.”



| 1.7.10 ||
suta uvaca
atmaramas ca munayo
nirgrantha apy urukrame
kurvanty ahaitukim bhaktim

o ittham-bhuita-guno harih

Stta said: Soine sages who are atmaramas (atmaramas ca munayah),
—
beyond the ¢

criptures f and (nir@nt@@) also

practice (kurvanty) unmotivated, pure bhakti (ahaitukim bhaktim) to
the_master of pure bhakti (urukrame), Krsna (harih), since he
possesses qualities attractive to even them (1ttham-bhuta-g1_mah)
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