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Canto One — Chapter Fifteen

The Pandavas Ascend to the
Spiritual World

The Pandavas Retire Timely



Section - V

Maharaja Yudhisthira plans
retirement & follows the path of
forefathers (32-44)



11.15.32 ]
niSamya bhagavan-margar
samstham yadu-kulasya ca
@Vah-lga@a matim cakre

nibhrtatma yudhisthirah

Hearing (nisamva) the arrangements of the Lord (bhagavan-
margam) and the proper situation of the Yadu family
(Samstharh  yadu-kulasya ca), without others knowing
(nibhrtatma), Yudhisthira (yudhisthirah) fixed_his mind
(matimh _cakre) on attaining Krsna’s abode (svah-pathaya).




Marga means the way, the skiltul arrangement.

According to the proper conclusions being presented, they
had a proper (sam) situation (stham) within the Lord’s
manifested and unmanifested pastimes in a spiritual
condition.

There was however a destruction of the external conditions.




Svah refers to Krsna’s spiritual abode.

It is said:

na va idam rajarsi-varya citram
bhavatsu krsnam samanuvratesu
ye ’dhyasanam raja-kirita-justam
sadyo jahur bhagavat-parsva-kamah

O best of kings (rajarsi-varya citram)! It is not surprising (na va

idarn citrarn) that those desirin ssociate with the Lord
(@agavat-paréva-kﬁmahSSbom in the Pandava family (bhavatsu) and
devoted solely to Krsna (krsnarh samanuvratesu), immediately gave

up (sadyo jahuh) the royal throne (ye adhyasanarm) served by kings'
crowns (raja-kirita-justam). SB 1.19.20




sampadah kratavo loka mahisi bhrataro mahi
jambudvipadhipatyam ca yasas ca tri-divam gatam

kim te kamah sura-sparha élfkunda-manaso dvijah >

adhijahrur mudam rajhah ksudhitasya yathetare

—_—

O brahmana (dvijah)! He had all wealth (sampadah), sacrifices
(kratavah), planets (loka), queens (mahisi), brothers (bhratarah), the
earth (mahi), lordship over Jambui-dvipa (jambudvipa adhipatyam
ca), and fame in Svarga (yasas ca tri-divam gatam), desirable even for
the devatas (sura-sparha). Did these things (ki te kamah) give joy
to the King (adhijahrur mudam rajnah), whose mind was only tixed

on Mukunda without deviation and nothing else (mukunda-
manasah)? SB1.12.5-6



Though only Yudhisthira is mentioned, the same apphes to
all the Pandavas.

All five brothers made up their minds to attain Krsna’s abode.

Nibhrtatma means that their thinking was not revealed to
others.




11.15.33 ||
prthapy anusrutya dhananjayoditam
nasam yadunam bhagavad-gatim ca tam
ekanta—bhaktya bhagavaty adhoksa]e

" niveSitatmopararama sarinsrteh

Hearing ifrom Arjuna (dhananjaya uditarn anusrutya) about the
disappearance of the Yadus (yadunarh nasam) and the Lord’s atraining
his abode (bha __gavad -gatim ca), Kunti (prtha apy) became absorbed
(nivesita atma) in the Lord (tam bhagavaty adhoksa Je) with pure
devotion (ekanta-bhaktya), and disappeared (upararama) from the
pastimes in the world (sarisrteh).




This describes her method of disappearing.

Samsrteh means “from moving clearly, from her appearance for
pastimes in this world.”

She suddenly disappeared (upararama).

Or the moment she heard the news, she showed a condition of an
aged person (inactive) because of the separation from the Lord.




11.15.34 ||
yayaharad bhuvo bharam
tarh tanum vijahav ajah
kantakam kantakeneva
dvayam capiSituh samam

Regarding (isituh) both burdens (dvayam ca glg_i) equally (samam),
the Lord (ajah) separated himselt (vijahav) from that portion of the
Yadus (tarh tanum) by which (yaya) he removed (aharad)the burden
of the earth (bhuvo bhﬁran;), like removing a thorn with another
thorn (kantakarh kantakena iva).




Here the esoteric conclusion is presented to pacify Saunaka
and the sages who were in grief on hearing about the final
condition of the Yadus.

By that body consisting of the Yadus in the form of the
devatas, he removed the burden of the earth (bhuvah) which
arises ifrom the Lord, like removing a thorn with the tip of
another thorn, and then gave up that body.




[t is like saying “Devadatta gave up his cloth.”

He let that body fall away trom his presence.

The verse does not say he gave up that body of the Yadavas
by which he pertorms eternal pastimes.

-




The meaning is this.

The devaras, at_the time of appearing with the Lord i ir amsa

torms, entered into the eternal forms belonging to the Yadavas.

Separating from those eternal forms by the power of voga when

they went to Prabhasa, they were made to attain Svarga with the
forms ot devatas after drinking the liquor by the ILord who

showed to the world rhat they had given up bodies by the power

of mava.




This is according to the explanation in the Eleventh Canto.

The Yadavas who were eternal associates of the Lord
disappeared irom the sight of the world but remained in
pastimes with Krsna in the same Dvaraka as before.

This is understood from Bhagavatamrta’s conclusions.

——




The two burdens —the burden to the earth in the form of the
demons and the burden in the form of devatas who entered
the forms of Yadavas — were regarded as the same by the
Lord (1Situh samam).

However in the example though two thorns are equal, the tip
of the thorn as the instrument, is the internal portion (under

the Lord’s influence) acting as assistant to the Tord’s
pastimes




The other thorn, the o

bject of action, though also acting as an

assistant to the Lord’s

hastimes, is the external portion (under

the intluence ot méyé)1

Amara-kosa says siicy-agre ksudra-Satrau ca lomaharse ca

kantakah: kantaka means the tip of a needle, an insignificant

enemy, hair standing on end.




11.15.35 |
yatha matsyadi-rapani
dhatte jahyad yatha natah
bhu-bharah ksapito yena
jahau tac ca kalevaram

Just as the Lord maintains (yatha dhatte) forms such as Matsyg
(matsyadi-rupani) and gives them up (jahyad), and just as a magician

makes a show of giving up his body (yatha natah), the Lord made a
show of giving up his body (jahau tat ca kalevaram) by which (yena)

he relieved (ksapitah) the¥burden of the earth (bhu-bharah).




Like a magician, Krsna displayed a false show of giving up ot
his own body. ]

The Lord maintains (dhatte) various forms and gives them
up.

e —————

He does not assume tforms and then give them up.

Even when he gives up these forms, he still has these forms.



That is the meaning.

How can one understand this?

Just as a magician (natah) gives up his body by cutting it,
burning it or losing consciousness, and shows this to all
people and makes them believe it, and still maintai IS
body and does not die, the Lord maintains his forms such as
Matsya, and while maintaining gives them up also.




Just as the magician still has his body and the giving up of the
body is illusion, so Lord has real forms such as Matsya and
giving them up is illusory.

And just as the Tord maintains various forms and produces
the illusion of giving them up, in_giving up that body by
which he removed the burden of the earth, Krsna did not give
up his body. -

That is an illusion.



The Lord does not take on a form of a human like an actor,
though he is brahman in human form, since his body is not
material. -

o— -

In Mahabharata it is said na bhuta-sangha-samsthano deho
'sya paramatmanah: the body of the Lord is not associated
with material elements.

Visnu Purana says:



yo vetti bhautikarh deham krsnasya paramatmanabh |
sa sarvasmad bahih karyah srauta-smarta-vidhanatah |

cm—

mukham tasyavalokyapi sa-cailah snanam acared ||

He who thinks (yah wvetti) that Krsna’s body (krsnasya
p;lramﬁtmanah deham) is Eaterial (bhautikam) should be excluded
(sah bahih) from all actions (sarvasmad karyah) of Sruti and smrti
(srauta-smarta-vidhanatah). If one sees him (tasya mukharm
avalokyapi) one should bathe (snanam acared) with one’s clothes on

(sa-cailah).



In Vaisampayana-sahasra-nama-stotra the Lord is called
amrtarhso ‘mrta-vapur: he has a body which is immortal; he
has limbs which are immortal.

In his commentary Sankaracarya says amrtamln marana-
rahitari vapur: amrta means that his body is without death.

There is another meaning of jahyat.

o




Jahyat means “he gives up” and but it also implies (by giving
up) “he gives or bestows.”

The Lord bestows forms like Narayana who had entered his
body when he appeared on earth to the devotees situated in
Vaikuntha and other spiritual abodes tor nourishing them.

This is explained at the end of the Eleventh Canto.
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