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Canto One – Chapter Sixteen

Dharma and Earth talk in the 
presence of Parékñit

How Parékñit Received the Age of Kali



Section – I

Mahäräja Parékñit as an ideal 

ruler punishes kali (1-4)



|| 1.16.1 ||
süta uväca

tataù parékñid dvija-varya-çikñayä
mahéà mahä-bhägavataù çaçäsa ha
yathä hi sütyäm abhijäta-kovidäù

samädiçan vipra mahad-guëas tathä

Süta said: O brähmaëa (vipra)! Just as those who knew about his
birth (yathä hi sütyäm abhijäta-kovidäù) had described him
(samädiçan), Parékñit (tataù parékñid), the great devotee (mahä-
bhägavataù), possessing qualities of a great person (tathä mahad-
guëah), ruled the earth (mahéà çaçäsa ha) under the guidance of the
best brähmaëas (dvija-varya-çikñayä).



In the sixteenth chapter the victory tour of Parékñit, the
question by dharma to the earth, and earth’s lamentation
about separation from Kåñëa are described.

O brähmaëa (vipra)! He who possessed qualities of a great
person (tathä mahad-guëas) ruled.



|| 1.16.2 ||
sa uttarasya tanayäm

upayema irävatém
janamejayädéàç caturas
tasyäm utpädayat sutän

He married Iåävaté (sah upayema irävatém), the daughter of
King Uttara (uttarasya tanayäm), and bore (tasyäm
utpädayat) four sons (caturah sutän) starting with Janamejaya
(janamejaya ädén).



The third pada has nine syllables instead of eight.

This is special version of anuñöubh meter with nine syllables in
one line, as in a sentence like pradhäne karmaëy abhidheye
’nyädén ähur dvi-karmaëäm.



|| 1.16.3 ||
äjahäräçva-medhäàs trén
gaìgäyäà bhüri-dakñiëän
çäradvataà guruà kåtvä

devä yaträkñi-gocaräù

Accepting Kåpa as his guru (çäradvataà guruà kåtvä) and giving
profuse donations (bhüri-dakñiëän), he performed (äjahära) three
horse sacrifices (açva-medhäàs trén) on the banks of the Gaìgä
(gaìgäyäà), in which the devatäs became visible (devä yatra akñi-
gocaräù).

Çäradvata is Kåpa.



|| 1.16.4 ||
nijagrähaujasä véraù

kalià digvijaye kvacit
nåpa-liìga-dharaà çüdraà

ghnantaà go-mithunaà padä

One time (kvacit), while touring his kingdom (digvijaye), the
hero (véraù) valiantly (ojasä) punished (nijagräha) Kali
(kalià), a çüdra (çüdraà) dressed as a king (nåpa-liìga-
dharaà), who was kicking (padä ghnantaà) a cow and bull
(go-mithunaà).



Section – II

Çaunaka Åñi questions (5-9)



|| 1.16.5-6 ||
çaunaka uväca

kasya hetor nijagräha kalià digvijaye nåpaù
nådeva-cihna-dhåk çüdra-ko 'sau gäà yaù padähanat

tat kathyatäà mahä-bhäga yadi kåñëa-kathäçrayam
athaväsya padämbhoja-makaranda-lihäà satäm

Çaunaka said: Why did the king (kasya hetoh nåpaù) while touring (digvijaye)
punish Kali (nijagräha kalià) but not kill him (implied)? The person dressed as
a king (asau nådeva-cihna-dhåk) who was kicking the cow (yaù gäà
padähanat) was a very low çüdra (çüdrakah). O great soul (mahä-bhäga)! Please
tell us (tat kathyatäà) if it concerns Kåñëa (yadi kåñëa-katha äçrayam) , or
(athavä) concerns his devotees (satäm) who lick (lihäà) the honey
(makaranda) from his lotus feet (asya padämbhoja).



Why did he punish him but not kill him (nijagräha)?

That low çüdra deserved to be killed.



|| 1.16.7 ||
kim anyair asad-äläpair
äyuño yad asad-vyayaù

kñudräyuñäà nåëäm aìga
martyänäm åtam icchatäm

ihopahüto bhagavän
måtyuù çämitra-karmaëi
na kaçcin mriyate tävad

yävad ästa ihäntakaù

O Süta (aìga)! For those men who desire Kåñëa (martyänäm åtam icchatäm),
what is use of material talks (kim anyair asad-äläpair) which are a waste of life
(äyuño yad asad-vyayaù) for short-lived humanity (kñudräyuñäà nåëäm)? The
Lord as death (bhagavän måtyuù) has been called here (iha upahütah) to this
sacrifice of animals (çämitra-karmaëi). As long as he is here (yävad ästa iha
antakaù), no one will die (na kaçcin mriyate tävad).



Åtam means the true object, Kåñëa.

How can we hear auspicious talks about Kåñëa if we are perishable?

In this place (iha) there is animal sacrifice with death as the executioner.

Death has been called for that.

Then what happens?

No one dies.
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