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Canto One — Chapter Sixteen

Dharma and Earth talk in the
presence of Pariksit

How Pariksit Received the Age of Kali



Section — 1

Maharaja Pariksit as an ideal

ruler punishes kali (1-4)



11.16.1 |
suta uvaca
tatah pariksid dvija-varya-Siksaya
mahirh maha-bhagavatah Sasasa ha
yatha hi siityam abhijata-kovidah
samadisan vipra mahad-gunas tatha

Suta said: O brahmana (vipra)! Just as those who knew about his
birth (yatha hi suatyam abhijata-kovidah) had __described him
(samadisan), Pariksit (tatah pariksid), the great devotee (maha-
bhagavatah), possessing qualities of a great person (tatha mahad-
gunah), ruled the earth (mahim Sasasa ha) under the guidance of the
best brahmanas (dvija-varya-siksaya).




In the sixteenth chapter the victory tour of Pariksit the
question by dharma to the earth, and earth’s lamentation

about separation from Krsna are described.

O brahmana (vipra)! He who possessed qualities of a great
person (tatha mahad-gunas) ruled. B

—




11.16.2 |
sa uttarasya tanayam
upayema iravatim
janamejayadims caturas
tasyam utpadayat sutan

He married Irdvari (sah upayema iravatim), the daughter of
King Uttara (uttarasya tanayam), and bore (tasyam
utpadayat) four sons (caturah sutan) starting with ]anamejaya
(janamejaya adin).




The third pada has nine syllables instead of eight.

This is special version of anustubh meter with nine syllables in
one line, as in a sentence like pradhane karmany abhidheye
nyadin ahur dvi-karmanam.




1 1.16.3 ||
ajaharasva-medhams trin
gangayam bhiuri-daksinan
Saradvatam gurum krtva

deva yatraksi-gocarah

Accepting Krpa as his guru (Saradvatarn gurum krtva) and giving
profuse donations (bhuiri-daksinan), he performed (ajahara) three
horse sacrifices (asva-medhams trin) on the banks of the Ganga
(gangayam), in which the devatas became visible (deva yatra aksi-
gocarah).

Saradvata is Krpa.



11.16.4 ||
nijagrahaujasa virah
kalim digvijaye kvacit
nrpa-linga-dhararm sudrarn
ghnantam go-mithunarh pada

One time (kvaciQd while touring his kingdom (d_’gvijaye), the
hero (Vlrah) Vahantly (ojasa) punished (mjagraha) Kali
(kalimh), a Sudra (suidram) dressed as a kmg (nrpa-linga-
dharam), who was kicking (pada ghnantam) a cow and bull
(gg-mithunam)_.




Section — 11

Saunaka Rsi questions (5-9)



11.16.5-6 ||
Saunaka uvaca
kasya hetor nijagraha kalim digvijaye nrpah
nrdeva-cihna-dhrk sadra-ko 'sau gam yah padahanat

[ S—

tat kathyatam maha-bhaga yadi krsna-kathasrayam
athavasya padambhoja-makaranda-liham satam

Saunaka said: Why did the king (kasya hetoh nrpah) while touring (digvijaye)
punish Kali (nijagraha kalirh) but not kill him (implied)? The person dressed as

a king (asau nrdeva-cihna-dhrk) who was kicking the cow (yah_gam
padahanat) was a very low sadra (Sudrakah). O great soul (maha-bhaga)! Please
tell us (tat kathyatam) it it concerns Krsna (yadi krsna-katha asrayam) , or

(athava) concerns his devotees (satam) who lick (liham) the honey
(makaranda) from his lotus feet (asya padémbhola).




Why did he punish him but not kill him (nijagraha)?

That low stadra deserved to be killed.




11.16.7 ||
kim anyair asad-alapair
ayuso yad asad-vyayah
ksudrayusam nrnam anga
martyanam rtam icchatam
ihopahuto bhagavan
mrtyuh Samitra-karmani
na kascin mriyate tavad
yavad asta ihantakah

O Sata (anga)! For those men who desire Krsna (martyanam rtam icchatam),
whatisuseof material talks (kim anyair asad-alapair) which are a waste of life
(ayuso yad asad-vyayah) for short-lived humanity (ksudrayusarmh nrnam)? The
Lord as death (bhagavan mrtyuh) has been called here (iha upahutah) to this
sacrifice of animals (Samitra-karmanij). As long as he is here (yavad asta jha
antakah), no one will die (na kascin mriyate tavad)




Rtam means the true object, Krsna.

—

How can we hear auspicious talks about Krsna if we are perishable?

<«

In this place (iha) there is animal sacrifice with death as the executioner.

Death has been called for that.

Then what happens?

S

No one dies.
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