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Canto One — Chapter Seventeen

The Punishment of Kali

Punishment and Reward of Kali



Section — 11

Maharaja Pariksit discusses the

cause_of sutfering of cow (Earth)

ﬁg and bull (Dharma) (17-27)



[ 1.17.17]|
dharma uvaca
etad vah pandaveyanari
yuktam artabhayam vacah
yesar guna-ganaih krsno
dautyadau bhagavan krtah

Dharma said: These words (etad vacah) which make one fearless ot
suffering ) are suitable (@m) for you (vah),
descendent of the Pandavas (pandaveyanam). Being attracted to their

qualities ol prema (yesam guna-ganaih), Krsna (bhagavan krsnah)
engaged in playing dice and other activities (dautya adau krtah).




Krsna was attracted to all their qualities which were tilled with
prema.

Because Krsna is controlled only by prema, and since you are
the son of Arjuna with qualities similar to his, Krsna is
controlled by your qualities as well.

Therefore nothing is impossible for you.




| 1.17.18l|
na vayarh klesa-bijani
yatah syuh purusarsabha
purusam tam vijanimo
vakya-bheda-vimohitah

O best of men (purusarsabha)! I do not know (na_vayarm
vijanimah) the person who (tam purusam) is the cause of my
sutfering (klesa-bijani syuh), since (yatah) I am bewildered
(vimohitah) by dillerent statements of scripture (Vékya-

bheda).




I do not know the person from whom the seeds of suffering

will arise.

“Why do you conceal the person? I even see the person who is
giving you suffering.” -

v
“True, he is giving me suffering, but there should be a seed of
my suffering, because of which he gives me suffering._ It
cannot be otherwise. I_do not know that person from whom

the seed arises.”




Tl

“But you know scriptures. Why do you not know?”

G—

“True. Knowledge of many' scriptures is the cause of

misunderstanding them.

—




1 1.17.19]|
kecid vikalpa-vasana
ahur atmanam atmanah
daivam anye 'pare karma

svabhavam apare prabhum

Some say (kecid ahuh) the selt (atmanam) is the cause of
sulfering (atmanah vikalpa-vasana). Others say (anye) planets
are the cause of suffering (daivam). Others say karma is the
cause (apare karma). Others say (apare prabhum) the
inherent property ol matter is the cause (svabhavam).




Here the different opinions are described.

Some, the yogis, who cover up (vasana) the difference
(vikalpa), say the soul, master of the self, gives happiness ar}d
sutfering.

The Gita (6.5) says @ hy atmano bandhur atmaiva
ripur atmana: the atma itse t is the friend of the soul and the
enemy of the soul.




Or the meaning can be: some, the@ who say that the

jiva and the lord become one say that the atma is the source . e of
happmess and sulfering.

They also say that devatas cannot be the cause since they are
controlled by karma as well, and karma cannot be the cause

because it is not independent.

Thus only the atma is the cause and nothing else.



Others, those who believe in planets controlled by devatas, say
that planets are the cause.

The Mimamsakas say that karma is the cause.

Qthers, the _Iokayatas, say that svabhawa, the_inherent
property of matter, is the cause.

-




11.17.20I|
apratarkyad anirdesyad
iti kesv api niScayah
atranuraparm rajarse
vimrsa sva-manisaya

And among these (atra_anurupam), some ascertain (kesv api
mscayah) that happiness and distress (1t1) come from that
which is beyond reason (apratarkyad) and  perception
(anirdesyad), O sage among kings (rajarse)! Consider the
proper truth (vimrsa) by your intelligence (sva-manisaya).




The Vaisnavas ascertain that the happiness and sutfering come
irom the Supreme Lord who cannot be determined by
designations.

| —

Sruti says tvad-avagami na Vetti(bhavad-u@a-éul)_h_ééubhayoﬁ
guna-vigunanvayan: one who knows you cannot understand

your connection with good and bad qualities which give
auspiciousness and inauspiciousness.




buddhir jianam asammohah

ksama satyam damah Samah

sukham duhkham bhavo 'bhavo
_ -

bhayar cabhayam eva ca

ahimsa samata tustis

tapo danari yaso 'yasah

bhavanti bhava bhutanam
matta eva prthag-vidhah

Intelligence, knowledge, freedom from illusion (buddhir jhianam asammohah), tolerance,
truthfulness, sense control, mind control (ksama satyamm damah Samah), pleasure, pain,
birth, death (sukham duhkharn bhavo abhavo), fear, fearlessness (bhayar ca abhayam eva
ca), non-violence, equanimity, satistaction (ahimsa samata tustih), austerity, charity, fame,
infamy (tapo danam yaso ayasah)—all these various states of the living beings (bhtutanam
prthag-vidhah bhava) arise only from Me (matta eva bhavanti). BG 10.4-5




t\
“But why should it be impossible to designate the Lord as the

cause?”

[ —

From seeing people’s sulfering arising from time, karma,
property ol matter, planets, ghosts, kings, snakes and sickness,
even those things cannot be determined as the cause since in
reality, those causes are not independent.




Everything arises from the Lord.

But it is improper for the worshippers to say that the Lord is
the cause of happiness and distress.

“But like and dislike do not exist in the Lord.”




oIS
Yes, he is beyond conjecture (apratarkyad) because being

beyond our logical abilities, he does not have like and dislike
(in spite of being the ultimate cause ol happiness and
distress.)

Bh_isma has said:




na hy asya karhicid rajan puman veda vidhitsitam
yad vijijiasaya yukta muhyanti kavayo ’pi hi

O King (rajan)! No one can understand (puman na hy
karhicid veda) the plan of Krsna (asya vidhitsitam) because
(yad) even those engaged in reasoning and scripture
(vijijhasaya yukta kavayah api) are bewildered by that inquiry
(muhyanti hi). SB 1.9.16
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