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Canto One — Chapter Eighteen

The Brahmana’s Curse

Maharaja Pariksit Cursed by a
Brahmana Boy



Section — 11

Stuta Gosvami and the sages discuss

about nectarean glories of hearing

about Krsna (9-23)



[ 1.18.15 ||
tan no bhavan vai bhagavat-pradhano
; mahattamaikanta-parayanasya
harer udaram caritar visuddham

no vitanotu

O learned one (vidvan)! You are the one who (bhavan vai)
prominently serves the Lord (tan bhagavat-pradhanah) among us
(nah)! Please describe in detail to us (vitanotu mh) who desire to
hear (Susriisatam) the great ( argm), pure (Ggstiddbam) and
transcendental activities ( the Lord C@‘ who is the

supreme shelter (ekanta-parayanasya) of the greatest devotees

(mahattama). )




Among us, you are the person who prominently serves the
Lord.

Speak to us who desire to hear.

Genitive is used to denote their relationship to Stita who is
prominent among them.

Visuddham means beyond maya.



1 1.18.16 ||
sa vai maha-bhagavatah pariksid
\yenapavargakhyam adabhra-buddhih

‘ jianena vaiyasaki-sabditena
bheje khagendra-dhvaja-pada-miilam

A
Par@t (sa vai pariksid), the great devotee (maha-bhagavatah), with
pure intelligence (adabhra-buddhih), attained (bheje) liberation
(apavarga akhyam), in_the form of the feet of the I.ord (pada-milam)
having a flag (dhvaja) marked with Garuda (khagendra), through
knowledge (yena jnanena) spoken by Sukadeva (vaiyasaki-
sabditena). o




“By jhana one attains liberation. Why do you not desire

liberation as a result of your knowledge?”

“For us , jAana actually means tasting the activities of

the Lord. Its result, liberation, means attaining the feet of the
Lord. Pariksit is the example. Please talk about the Lord’s

activities by which Pariksit attained the lotus feet of the Lord
who has a flag with Garuda.”




“But in the Twelfth Canto it is said that Pariksit attains
liberation.”

“That is true.

He attained apavarga.

Apavarga means the lotus feet of the Lord for the devotees.



This is explained in the Fifth Canto.

Yathavarna-vidhanam apavargas ca bhavati yo ’sau bhagavati

bhakti-yogah: liberation by methods according to varna is

bhakti to the Lord. (SB Q9 19-20) )

Just as apavarga is defined as the lotus feet of the Lord, jiana
is defined as pastimes of the Lord, as described by SukadeYa.




Thus it is not untrue that Pariksit attained apavarga by jiana.

This answers the question previously asked, “How did his
death take place, and what did he achieve after his death?” (SB
1.12.2)




11.18.17 |
tan nah param punyam asamvrtartham
ﬁkhyananth_yadbhuta-yo_gg-nistham
“akhyahy anantacaritopapannari
pariksitarh bhagavatabhiramam

Please tell us (tad nah akhyahy) clearly (asamvrtartham) the most
pure Bhagavatam (param punyam akhyanam) containing unlimited
pastimes. (ananta acarita upapannam), which is devoted _ to
ast&ni_sﬁigg_b_ha.kﬁ_(atymhuta-yoga-nistham), since it is dear to the
devotees (bhagavata abhiramam) and was recited to Pariksit

(Eﬁriksitam) .




Tell us clearly (asamvrtartham) the Bhagavatam (akhyanam),
which is devoted to bhakti-yoga, because it is dear to the
devotees and was recited to Pariksit.




[ 1.18.18 ||

suta uvaca
aho vayam janma-bhrto 'dva hasma

vrddhanuvrttyapi viloma-jatah
dauskulyam adhir vidhunoti sighram
mahattamanam abhidhana-yogah

Stuta said: Born of mixed castes (viloma-jatah), we have certainly
made our birth successful (janma-bhrtah ha asma) today (adva) by

following after Sukadeva (vrddha anuvrttyapi), _for glorification
(abhidhana-yogah) of great devotees (mahattamanam) quickly

(51ghram) destroys (vidhunoti) the mental pains (adhim) arising from
low birth (dauskulyam).




He expresses his good fortune to attain qualification by mercy

of the sages to hear the Bhagavatam.

Though we are born of mixed caste and therefore condemned,
today our births have certainly (ha) become (asma) successtul
by following the knowledge of the ancients or by following
Sukadeva (vrddhanuvrttya).




This collection of conversations (abhidhana-yogah) of the
great devotees, eventhough i common language, destroys

mental atfliction (adhim) caused by birth in a low tamily.




11.18.19 |
kutah punar grnato nama tasya
mahattamaikanta-parayanasya
yo_'manta-Saktir bhagavan ananto
mahad-gunatvad yam anantam ahuh

What doubt is there (kutah punar) about this (tasya) for _one who
chants the name (nama grnatah) of_the unlimited Tord (bhagavan
anantah), who is the shelter (elgl_n_tg-pamyanasya) of the greatest
devotees (mahattama), who has unlimited power (yah ananta-saktih),
and who is called unlimited (yam anantam ahuh) because he bestows
his unlimited qualities to the devotee (mahad-gunatvad)?




What more can be said for the person who chants the name
which destroys the bad birth of the chanter?

“But_how can bad hirth be destroyed without destroying the

prarabdha-karma which causes the bad birth? It is well known
that prarabdha-karma is destroyed only by experiencing it.
How could chanting the name destroy it?”

This verse answers.



Because the Lord has unlimited e one of those energies

Because he gives his qualities to his devotees (mahad-
gunatvat), those devotees call him unlimited.

S

Because of the Lord’s quahues in _the devotees, prarabdha-
karmas Cartnot fdevotee:
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