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Canto Two — Chapter Seven

Brahma-narada-sarmvadah

Scheduled Incarnations
with Specitic Functions



Section — 1

Incarnations of the Supreme
Lord (1-39)



| 2.7.1 |
brahmovaca—
yatrodyatah ksiti-taloddharanaya bibhrat
kraudim tanum sakala-yajia-mayim anantah |
antar-maharnava upagatam adi-daityam
tarmn damstrayadrim iva vajra-dharo dadara ||
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Brahma said: In the great ocean (antar-maharnava) where he strove (yatra
udyatah) to lift up the earth (ksiti-tala uddharanaya), the infinite Lord
(anantah) took the form of a boar (kraudim tanum bibhrat), the form of

all sacrifice (sakaﬁa—yajﬁa—ma 1 and pierced Hiranyaksa (adi-daityam
dadara) who had come there (upagatam) with his tusks (darstraya), just

as Indra pierces a mountain with his thunderbolt (adrim vajra-dharo iva).




In the seventh chapter, the avataras starting with Varaha,
along with their activities, vibhiitis and their devotees, are
described in summary.

——

This verse describes Varaha.

In the great ocean where he strove (udayatah) to lift up the
earth, the Lord took the form of a boar and pierced
Hiranyaksa who had come there with his tusks (darmstraya).




First he used his hands, then his tusks, according to a later
description.

tamh mustibhir vinighnantam vajra-sarair adhoksajah
karena karna-miile ’han yatha tvastram marut-patih

C—

When the demon began hitting the Tord (tam adhoksajah

vinighnantarn) with fists hard as thunderbolts (vajra-sarair
mustibhir), the Lord hit him below the ear with his hand
(karena karna-muile ahan), just as Indra struck Vrtrasura
(yatha tvastrarm marut-patih).
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12.7.2 ]|
jato rucer ajanayat suyaman suyajna
akiiti-sunur amaran atha daksinayam |
loka-trayasya mahatim aharad yad artim
svayambhuvena manuna harir ity anaktah ||

The Lord called Suyajna (suyajna), the son of Akati and Ruci (jato
rucer akuti-sinuh), gave birth to the devatas called Suyamas (ajanayat
suyaman amaran) in_his wife Daksina (atha daksinayam). When he
relieved the three worlds (loka-trayasya aharad) of great suffering
(mahatim __yad artim), Svayambhuva ~ named him  Hari

(svayambhuvena manuna harir ity anaktah)




This verse describes Yajna.

He was born from Prajapati Ruci and gave birth to the devatas
called Suyamas.

He was called Suyajna.

His mother was Akati, the daughter of Svayambhuva.



His wite was Daksina.

He became Indra.

When he relieved (aharat) the three worlds of sutfering, he was named
Hari by Manu, his grandfather.

Previously he was named Suyajfia. In the following descriptions the
birth, activities, parents, and name of each avatara is mentioned.

—




12.7.3
jajiie ca kardama-grhe dvija devahutyam
stribhih samam navabhir atma-gatirh sva-matre |

lice yayatma-samalam guna-sanga-pankam
asmin vidhuiya kapilasya gatirn prapede ||

O Narada (dvija)! The Lord was born in the house of Kardama to Devahuti
(jajiie ca kardama-grhe devahutyam) along with nine sisters (navabhir
stribhih samam), and spoke spiritual knowledge (tice atma-gatimm) to his
mother (sva-matre), by which (yaya) people of this world (asmin) became
puritied (vidhitya) of the mud of material association (guna-sanga-
gankarﬁ) which contaminates the soul (atma-Samalam) and were able to
attain _the planet of Kapila in the spiritual world (kapilasya gatimm
prapede).




This describes Kapila.

O Narada (dvije)! He was born (jajiie) in the house of
Kardama from Devahut, along with (samam) nine sisters.

He taught her spiritual knowledge by which people in this
world (asmin), purified of the mud of material association
which contaminates (Samalam) the soul, attained the planetgf
Kapila in the spiritual world.




12.7.4 |
atrer apatyam abhikanksata aha tusto
datto mayaham iti yad bhagavan sa dattah |
yat-pada-pankaja-paraga-pavitra-deha
yogarddhim apur ubhayim yadu-haihayadyah ||

The Lord (bhagavan), satisfied (tustah), said to Atri (atrer aha) who
desired a son (apatyam abhikanksata), “I have given myself to you
(datto maya aham).” Thus he was called Datta (sa_dattah iti). Those
purified by the-dust—ef Dattatreya’s feet (yat-pada-pankaja-paraga-
pavitra-deha), such as Yadu and Haihaya (yadu-haihaya adyah),
attained perfection of yoga (yoga rddhim apuh) for enjoyment and
liberation (ubhayim).




This verse describes Dattatreya.

The possessive case of atreh indicates the dative case.

He said to Atri who wanted a son, “I have given (dattah)
myself to you.”

~——

Therefore he was named Datta, son of Atri (atreya




Those who puritied their bodies by the dust of his lotus feet
attained perfection of yoga in order to enjoy in this world or
the next world or in order to gain enjoyment or liberation.

Among those persons (who were thus purified), ParaSurama
killed Haihaya in anger because of his great offense, even
though Haihaya had attained an elevated status in yoga.
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