Srimad-Bhagavatam

Canto Two

With the
Sarartha-darSinl commentary

by
Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravartl Thakura



Canto Two — Chapter Eight

Pariksit’s Questions

Questions by King Pariksit



Section — 1

Pariksit Maharaj inspires

Sukadeva Goswami to speak
more Hari-Katha (1-6)



12.8.1-2 ||

rajovaca—
brahmana codito brahman gunakhyane ’gunasya ca |
yasmai yasmai yatha praha narado deva-darsanah ||

etad veditum icchami tattvam tattva-vidam vara |
harer adbhuta-viryasya katha loka-sumangalah ||

The King said:\Q brahmana (brahman)! O best of knowers ot truth (tattva-
vidarn vara)! 1 desire to know (veditum icchami) exactly the truth (etad
tattvarn) that Narada -- seer of Krsna (narado deva-darsanah) and taught by
Brahma (brahmana coditah) -- spoke to others (yasmai yasmai yatha praha)
while explaining the qualities of the Lord (gunakhyane) who is without
material qualities (agunasya). Topics (katha) of the Lord who has astonishing
powers (harer adbhuta-viryasya) are " all- -auspicious for the world (loka-

sumarma}a-h’)




In the eighth chapter, Pariksit, revealing clearly his
enthusiasm for topics about Krsna, asks Sukadeva, who
destroys all doubts, about various topics.

Agunasya means “devoid of material gunas.”

e

o

Deva retfers to Krsna.




12.8.3 1|
kathayasva mahabhaga
yathaham akhilatmani |

krsne nivedya nihsangam

manas tyaksye kalevaram ||

O great soul (mahabhaga)! Please speak (kathayasva) so that
[ can give up the body (yatha aham tyaksye kalevaram)
absorbing my mind (manah nivesya), devoid of material
desires (mhsangam) in Krsna (krsne) who is the soul of all

beings (akhllatma‘ﬁ"




Here Pariksit indicates that his objects of attachment such as
kingdom have been given up.

Whatever attachment is lett for the body, he wishes to give up
by concentrating his mind on Krsna.

This shows his efforts to remember Krsna.




| 2.8.4 ||
Srnvatah Sraddhaya nityam
grnatas ca sva-cestitam |
kalena natidirghena
bhagavan visate hrdi ||

The Lord (bhagavan) quickly @' @irghenab enters the
heart of the devotee (visate hrdi) who with faith (sraddhaya)
continually hears (Srnvatah ‘nityam) and chants about the
Lord’s activities (grnatah ca sva-cestitam).




Etfort in remembering Krsna is not necessary for the devotee

who hears and chants.

Even without great effort, the Lord spontaneously enters into
the heart.

Hearing and chanting here indicates remembering.




12.8.5 ||
pravistah karna-randhrena
svanam bhava-saroruham |

dhunoti samalam krsnah
‘salilasya yatha sarat ||

Krsna (krsnah), entering (pravistah) the lotus of the heart
(bhava-saroruham) through the ears (k@g—randhrega) of the
devotees (svanar), washes away all contamination (dhunoti
samalarh) untl it is completely pure like the pools of water in
the autumn seasons (salilasya yatha sarat).




Krsna in _the form of topics enters the lotus of the heart

(bhava-saroruham) through the ears.

Though Paramatma is always situated in the heart, he is
neutral.

This implies that Krsna entering though the ears, attaches the

jiva to himsell.




Bhava indicates relationships like dasya and sakhya.

Ihus bhava-saroruham can also mean the lotus of various
sentiments for the Lord.

Krsna washes way the faults (Samalam) such as lust and
anger.




“But this is not so remarkable, because jiana and yoga can do
this also.”

By mixing a substance in a jar of water, that water alone is
purified, but not all the water in rivers or ponds. "

The contamination also remains in the jar and is not
completely destroyed. -




By shaking the jar, the dirt becomes disturbed again.

Jiana and yoga purity some people but not all, and even then
not completely. —

They purity the heart to some degree.

e

—

It is said:



yamadibhir yoga-pathaih kama-lobha-hato muhuh |
mukunda-sevaya yadvat tathatmaddha na samyati ||

The atma (atma) constantly afilicted (muhuh hatah) by lust and greed
(kama-lobha) will not be satisfied (na tatha addha samyatl) by
astanga-yoga and other paths (yamadibhir yg_gg;pathalh.)_ as much as
by direct service to Mukunda (mukunda-sevaya yadvat). SB 1.6.35

But Krsna, just by entering, purities everything with no impurities

remaining.

That is the meaning of the example.



12.8.6 ||
dhautatma purusah krsna-
pada-mialar na muiicati |

mukta-sarva-pariklesah
panthah sva-saranam yatha ||

The person with a pure heart (dhautatma purusah) does not
give up the root of the feet of Krsna (krsna- pada-mularh na

muiicati). He is like a traveler (§athi panthaly), who, giving
up all sufferings after earning wea (mukta-sarva-

pariklesah), does not leave his house (sva-saranam).




This verse describes the person with a purified heart.

He does not give up the root of the feet of Krsna.

evam harau bhagavati pratilabdha-bhavo
bhaktya dravad-dhydaya utpulakah pramodat
autkanthya-baspa-kalaya muhur ardyamanas

tac capi citta-badisam sanakair viyunkte

The unfortunate yogi who has dewveloped love for the Lord (evarh harau bhagavati
pratilabdha-bhavah), tull of all sweet qualities, whose heart is somewhat soft beeatse

of devotion (bhaktya dravad-dhrdaya), whose body ha1rs stand on end in ecstasy
(utpulakah pramodat), who is constantly ove ' Se tears of joy
(autkanthya-baspa-kalaya muhuh ardyamanah), gradually withdraws_(Sanakaih

viyunkte) his hook-like mind (citta-badisam) from the Lord’s form (tat) @ 23




This verse describes a yogi who thinks he has a pure heart, not a person with a
pure heart.

[t is just as the traveler returning from a journey does not give up his house.

“But do we not see that the traveler after some time leaves his house to go out
and earn wealth?”

The traveler is further described.

e

He is freed Trom attsuffering, having earned wealth.




Section — 11

Questions by Pariksit Maharaja
(7-23)



12.8.7 |
yad adhatu-mato brahman
deharambho ’sya dhatubhih |

yadrcchaya hetuna va
bhavanto janate yatha

O brahmana (brahman)! Please explain (implied) whether
the body of the jiva (asya adhatu-matah dehah) made of
elements (dhatubhih) takes place (arambhah) by chance
(yadrcchaya) or by any specific cause (hetuna va) as you
understand it (bhavanto janate yatha).




Having expressed h

is enthusiasm for hearing about Krsna, the

first anga of pure |

vbhakti that he cherishes, Pariksit inquires

about subjects to the extent that they may contribute to the

accomplishment of

the goals of pure or mixed bhakti.

These questions continue till the end of the chapter.

Wherever even a

trace of bhakti appears, it _should be

established without aparadha, otherwise Bhakti-devi will not

show mercy.



It is shown here that one should desire to know about
examples and more examples of bhakti performed by pure
devotees who are fixed in, and cherish, hearing and chanting
about the sweetness of the Lord for the purpase of producing

prema.

The jiva who does not have a relationship with the material
elements (adhatu-matah) takes up a body made of material
elements. T




Is this body produced by chance or for some reason?

These topiecs—should bhe explained by you as you have

understood them.

Persons other than you do not know this.

Why should I ask them?
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