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Section — 1

Ten characteristics of a Purana
(1-9)



12.10.1 |
Sri-Suka uvaca—
atra sargo visargas ca_
sthanarh posanam iitayah+}-
‘manvantaresanukatha _
nirodho muktir asrayah ||

—

—1

Sukadeva said: In this Purana there are ten topics (atra): creation,
secondary creation (sargo visargas ca), protection, mercy of the Lord,
material activities (sthanam posanam ttayah), the conduct of the
Manus, stories of the Lord (manvantara isanukatha), destruction of
the universe, liberation and the ultimate shelter (nirodho muktir
asrayah).



In this chapter the ten subject matters of the Bhigavatam are

described, starting with creation and sub-creation.
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A Quivesd fove
The divisions of adhyatma, adhibhiita and adhidaiva are also

deschEecE

At the end of the last chapter the Bhagavatam was described as
having ten characteristics.




These are shown in this verse.

Manvantaresanukatha is a dvandva compound indicating two

1tems.




12.10.2 ||
dasamasya visuddhy-artham
navanam iha laksanam |
varnayanti mahatmanah
srutenarthena canjasa ||

The great devotees such as Vidura and Maitreya describe
properly (mahatmanah varnayanti afjasa) the nine topics
(navanam iha laksanam) in order to impart the highest

knowledge of the tenth topic ({asamasyd @@3@)
through the words of the seriptare—and stories to illustrate

—_— —
their meaning (Srutena c¢a arthena).




Will there be diffemnI_mQaMgs to this in different

scriptures?

The devotees describe the nature of the-ninetopics-in-order

to impart knowledge of the truth, unmixed with anything
else, ot the tenth topie—- the shelter.

Other things which are excluded as the shelter include Svarga
and hell, which are only the jivas’ destinations, caused hy the
Supreme Lord.




These places indicate that only the jivas’ bodies are subject to

creation maintenance and destruction.

That there is onl

v_one shelteris—neta—tault_since that is the

4

conclusion of scri

btures.

The devotees describe these topics with meaning coming from the

srutis and by stories illustrating the meaning of the Srutis.

)

The devotees such as Vidura and Maitreya describe these topics.
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