Canto-2 Chapter-3

Pure Devotional Service:
The Change in Heart

Worship of Devatas



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.1 |
sri-Suka uvaca—
evam etan nigaditar
prstavan yad bhavan mama |
nrnam yan mriyamananar
manusyesu manisinam ||

Sukadeva said: In response to your question (prstavan yad bhavan mama)
about the activities of a dying man (nrnam yad mriyamananarm), [ have
explained the two paths according to yoga (evam etad nigaditam), and for
those who are intelligent among men and dying, I have explained the path of
bhakti (manusyesu manisinam).

Verse Summary: In response to your question about the activities of a dying
man, | have explained to you the paths of direct mukti and krama mukti, and
also about the path taken by intelligent men, i.e. bhakti.



Demigod to worship

1 To be absorbed in impersonal Brahma
Brahmajyoti

2 Powertul Sex Indra

3 Good Progeny Prajapati Daksa

4 Good Fortune Durgadevi

5 Power Agni

6 Money Vasus

7 To be a great hero Rudra

8 Large stock of grains Aditi

9 Heavenly planets Adityas

10  Worldly kingdom Visvadeva

11  Popularity amongst general mass  Sadhya



Long span of life

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21

Strongly built body
Stability in his post
Beauty

Good wite

Dominion over others

Tangible fame

Good bank balance
Vast learning

Good Marital relationship

Earth

Earth and Horizon combined
Gandharvas

Apsaras and Urvasi

Lord Brahma

Supreme Personality of
Godhead (Yajna)

Varuna
Lord Siva

Uma



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.2]
brahma-varcasa-kamas tu
yajeta brahmanah patim |
indram indriya-kamas tu
praja-kamah prajapatin ||

The person who desires the knowledge of Brahma (brahma-varcasa-
kamas tu) should worship Brahma, the master of the Vedas (yajeta
brahmanah patim). The person who desires strong senses should
worship Indra (indram indriya-kamas tu). The person desiring
progeny should worship the Prajapati such as Daksa (praja-kamah
prajapatin).

Verse Summary: Generally, persons desiring material benetfits worship
the demigods. For example: Knowledge — Brahma, Strong senses —
Indra, Progeny - Daksa



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.3]]
devirh mayam tu sri-kamas
tejas-kamo vibhavasum |
vasu-kamo vasin rudran
virya-kamo ’tha viryavan ||

The person who desires prosperity should worship Durga (devim
mayar tu $ri-kamas), and the person desiring energy should
worship Agni (tejas-kamo vibhavasum). The person desiring
wealth should worship eight Vasus (vasu-kamo vasiin), and the
strong person desiring virility (virya-kamo ’tha viryavan) should
worship the Rudras (rudran).

Verse Summary: Prosperity — Durga, Energy — Agni, Wealth —
Vasus, Virility — Rudras.



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.4]
annadya-kamas tv aditim
svarga-kamo’ diteh sutan |
visvan devan rajya-kamah

sadhyan samsadhako visam ||

The person desiring to eat or feed others should worship Aditi
(annadya-kamas tv aditith). The person desiring Svarga should
worship her sons, the twelve Adityas (svarga-kamo aditeh sutan).
The person desiring a kingdom should worship the Visva-devas
(visvan devan rajya-kamah). The person in agriculture and trade
should worship the Sadhyas (sadhyan samsadhako visam).

Verse Summary: Eat or feed others — Aditi, Svarga — Adityas,
Kingdom — Visvadevas, Agriculture and trade — Sadhyas.



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.5||
ayus-kamo ’$vinau devau
pusti-kama ilam yajet |
pratistha-kamah puruso
rodasi loka-matarau ||

The person desiring long life should worship the Asvini-kumaras
(ayus-kamo asvinau devau). The person desiring a strong body
should worship the earth (pusti-kama ilam yajet). The person
desiring to stay in his position (pratistha-kamah puruso) should
worship the heaven and earth (rodasi)--which support the world
(loka-matarau).

Verse Summary: Long life — Aswini Kumaras, Strong body -
Earth, Staying in ones position — Heaven and Earth.



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.6 |
riipabhikamo gandharvan
stri-kamo ’psara urvasim |
adhipatya-kamah sarvesam
yajeta paramesthinam ||

The person desiring beauty should worship the Gandharvas
(rapa abhikamo gandharvan). The person desiring to enjoy
women should worship the Apsaras and Urvasi (stri-kamo apsara
urvasim). The person desiring to rule everyone (sarvesam
adhipatya-kamah) should  worship  Brahma (yajeta
paramesthinam).

Verse Summary: Beauty - Gandharvas, Enjoy Women — Apsaras
and Urvasi, Rule everyone — Brahma.



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.7 |
yajiiarh yajed yasas-kamah
kosa-kamah pracetasam |
vidya-kamas tu giriSam
dampatyartha umarm satim ||

The person desiring fame should worship Indra (yajham yajed
yasas-kamah). The person desiring to hoard wealth should
worship Varuna (kosa-kamah pracetasam). The person desiring
knowledge should worship Siva (vidya-kamas tu girisarn). The
person desiring affectionate relationship between husband and
wite should worship Uma (dampatya artha umar satim).

Verse Summary: Fame - Indra, Hoard wealth - Varuna,
Knowledge - Siva, Aftectionate conjugal relationship — Uma.



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.81
dharmartha uttama-slokarm
tantuh tanvan pitfn yajet |
raksa-kamah punya-janan

ojas-kamo marud-ganan ||

One should worship Lord Visnu or His devotee for spiritual advancement in
knowledge (dharma artha uttama-slokarm), and for protection of heredity
and advancement of a dynasty one should worship the various demigods.

The person desiring dharma should worship Dharma (dharmartha uttama-
Slokam). The person desiring many descendants should worship the Pitrs
(tantuh tanvan pitin yajet). The person desiring protection should worship
the Yaksas (raksa-kamah punya-janan). The person desiring strong senses
should worship the Maruts (ojas-kamo marud-ganan).

Verse Summary: Religion - Dharma, Descendants - Pitrs, Protection - Yaksas,
Strong senses - Maruts.



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.9 |
rajya-kamo manun devan
nirrtith tv abhicaran yajet |
kama-kamo yajet somam
akamah purusam param ||

One who desires domination over a kingdom or an empire should
worship the Manus (rajya-kamo mantn devan). One who desires
victory over an enemy should worship the demons (nirrtim tv
abhicaran yajet), and one who desires sense gratification should
worship the moon (kama-kamo yajet somam). But one who desires
nothing of material enjoyment should worship the Supreme
Personality of Godhead (akamah purusam param).

Verse Summary: Dominion over a kingdom - Manus, Victory over an
enemy - Demons, Sense gratification - Moon, No material desires —
Supreme Lord.



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.10 ||
akamah sarva-kamo va
moksa-kama udara-dhih |
tivrena bhakti-yogena
yajeta purusam param ||

The person desiring destruction of all desires (akamah), the person
with all desires (sarva-kamo va), and even the person with an intense
desire for liberation (moksa-kama), it he has good intelligence
(udara-dhih), will worship the Supreme Lord (yajeta purusam
param) with pure bhakti (tivrena bhakti-yogena).

Verse Summary: An intelligent person, be he an akami or a sarva
kami or a moksa kami, will worship the Supreme Lord with tivra-

bhakti.



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

I[2.3.11]|
etavan eva yajatam
iha nihsreyasodayah |
bhagavaty acalo bhavo
yad bhagavata-sangatah ||

Auspiciousness arises (nihsreyasa udayah) for the worshippers of
devatas (etavan eva yajatam) if firm devotion for the Lord (bhagavaty
acalo bhavo) arises from association with devotees (yad bhagavata-
sangatah).

Verse Summary: If Tivra bhakti to Supreme Lord is the only
auspicious practice, then will the demigod worshippers naturally
graduate to Tivra bhakti at some stage?

No. They can achieve Tivra bhakti only if they get the association of
devotees. Not otherwise.



Theme — I Demigod Worship Vs Pure Devotional Service (1-12)

12.3.12 |
jianam yad apratinivrtta-gunormi-cakram
atma-prasada uta yatra gunesv asangah |
kaivalya-sammata-pathas tv atha bhakti-yogah
ko nirvrto hari-kathasu ratim na kuryat ||

Transcendental knowledge in relation with the Supreme Lord Hari (yad jianam) is knowledge
resulting in the complete suspension of the waves and whirlpools of the material modes
(apratinivrtta-gunormi-cakram). Such knowledge is self-satisfying (atma-prasada) due to its being
free from material attachment (yatra gunesv asangah), and being transcendental it is approved by
authorities (kaivalya-sammata-pathah). Who could fail to be attracted (kah nirvrto hari-kathasu
ratim na kuryat)?

When jnana (yad jnanarn), the path approved for attaining the Lord (kaivalya-sammata-pathah),
which creates indifference to the multitude of material gunas, arises (apratinivrtta-gunormi-cakram)
and is followed by satisfaction of the self (atma-prasada uta), which creates complete detachment
from the gunas (yatra gunesv asangah), then bhakti-yoga should arise (atha bhakti-yogah).
Experiencing bliss in bhakti (nirvrtah), how can that person not have attraction for topics of the Lord
(kah hari-kathasu ratim na kuryat)?

Verse Summary: How can it be proper to make the person who has always worshipped some
devata develop devotion to the Lord at the end?

When even practitioners of the exalted path of jnana eventually take up to Bhakti yoga after giving up
the path of jnana, why would demigod worshippers not develop attraction for the topics of the Lord?



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

| 2.3.13 ||
Saunaka uvaca—
ity abhivyahrtam raja
nisamya bharatarsabhah |
kim anyat prstavan bhiiyo
vaiyasakim rsim kavim ||

Saunaka said: Hearing the explanations (ity abhivyahrtam
nisamya), what else did the King (kim anyat raja), best of the
Bharata lineage (bharata rsabhah), ask (prstavan bhuyo) the
wise sage Sukadeva (vaiyasakim rsim kavim)?

Verse Summary: Hearing these explanations, what did Pariksit
ask further?



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

1 2.3.14 ||
etac chusraisatamh vidvan
stita no ‘rhasi bhasitum |
katha hari-kathodarkah

satam syuh sadasi dhruvam ||

O learned Suta (vidvan suta)! You should tell that to us (nah
bhasitum arhasi), who desire to hear (Susriisatam). Topics which
conclude in discussion of the Lord (katha hari-katha udarkah)
will certainly (dhruvam) appear (syuh) in the assembly of great
devotees (satam sadasi).

Verse Summary: You are learned and we are eager. So please tell
us. Definitely turther topics regarding the Supreme Lord would
have been discussed in such an exalted assembly.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

12.3.15 ||
sa vai bhagavato raja
pandaveyo maha-rathah |
bala-kridanakaih kridan
krsna-kridam ya adade ||

That King (sah raja), grandson of the Pandavas (pandaveyah),
and a maha-ratha (maha-rathah), who (yah), while playing as a
child with toys (bala-kridanakaih kridan), would enact Krsna’s
pastimes (krsna-kridam adade), was a great devotee
(bhagavatah).

Verse Summary: Parkisit was so exalted that, even as a child, he
would enact Krsna’s pastimes while playing with toys.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

I12.3.16 ||
vaiyasakis$ ca bhagavan
vasudeva-parayanah |
urugaya-gunodarah
satam syur hi samagame ||

Omniscient Sukadeva (vaiyasakis$ ca bhagavan) was surrendered
to Vasudeva (vasudeva-parayanah). In the meeting of such
devotees (satamn samagame) there will arise (hi syuh) talks
containing abundant qualities of Krsna, which fulfill all the
mind’s desires (urugaya-guna udarah).

Verse Summary: Sukadev Goswami was also a completely
surrendered soul. Therefore, in such an exalted assembly,
abundant Krsna katha would have been discussed.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

12.3.17 ||
ayur harati vai purhsam
udyann astarm ca yann asau |
tasyarte yat-ksano nita
uttama-sloka-vartaya ||

Both by rising and by setting (yad udyann astarn ca), the sun
(asau) decreases the duration of life of everyone (ayur harati vai
purnsam), except one (tasya rte) who utilizes the time (yat-
ksano nita) by discussing topics of the Supreme Lord (uttama-
Sloka-vartaya).

Verse Summary: Any time that is spent without discussing Krsna
katha decreases the duration of one’s life.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

12.3.18 ||
taravah kirh na jivanti
bhastrah kim na $vasanty uta |
na khadanti na mehanti
kim grame pasavo ’pare ||

Do not the trees live long life (taravah kim na jivanti)? Do not the
bellows breathe (bhastrah kim na svasanty uta)? Do not the village
animals and animal-like men eat and mate (na khadanti na mehanti
kim grame pasavo apare)?

Verse Summary: But isn’t life meant to be spent in eating, mating
and merry making?

Trees live a longer life, the bellows of a black smith breathe stronger,
and animals eat and mate better that humans. But what is the worth of
such a life?



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

1 2.3.19 ||
Sva-vid-varahostra-kharaih
samstutah purusah pasuh |

na yat-karna-pathopeto
jatu nama gadagrajah ||

This human animal (purusah pasuh), whose ear (yat-karna-patha
upeto) has never heard about Krsna (na jatu nama gadagrajah), is
praised (samstutah) by dogs, hogs, camels and donkeys ($va-vid-
varaha-ustra-kharaih).

Verse Summary: “You are only reproaching those people engaged in
sense gratification, but the whole world glorifies them!”

Such animal like people are gloritied protusely by only those people
who are like dogs, pigs, camels and donkeys.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

I12.3.20 ||
bile batorukrama-vikraman ye
na Srnvatah karna-pute narasya |
jihvasati dardurikeva siuita
na copagayaty urugaya-gathah ||

Sata (suita)! How lamentable (bata)! The ears of a person
(narasya karna-pute) who has not heard (ye na srnvatah) the
glories of the Lord (ukrama-vikraman) are like snake holes
(bile). The tongue (jihva) which does not chant the glories of the
Lord (na ca upagayaty urugaya-gathah) is as otfensive (asati) as
a frog’s tongue (dardurika iva).

Verse Summary: The ears of such people who have not heard the
Lord’s glories are like snake holes. Their tongues which do not
chant the Lord’s glories are like tongues of frogs.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

I 2.3.21]]
bharah param patta-kirita-justam
apy uttamangarm na namen mukundam|
savau karau no kurute saparyam
harer lasat-kancana-kankanau va ||

The head (uttama angam), decorated with turban and crown (pararm
patta-kirita-justam apy), which does not bow to Krsna (na namen
mukundam), is simply a heavy weight which will sink the person in
samsara (bharah). The hands (karau) which do not make otferings to
the Lord (ma kurute harer saparyam), though decorated with
glittering gold bracelets (lasat-kafncana-kankanau va), are those of a
dead person (Savau).

Verse Summary: Their heavy turbans and crowns will drown them in
samsara because of not bowing down to the Lord. Their hands which
do not make offering to the Lord are like the hands of a dead body.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

12.3.22 |
barhayite te nayane naranam
lingani visnor na niriksato ye |
padau nrnam tau druma-janma-bhajau
ksetrani nanuvrajato harer yau ||

Men’s eyes (nayane naranarm) which do not see the form of the Lord
(lingani visnor na niriksato ye) are like the eyes on the peacock
teather, and they fall on the thorny field of sarhsara (barhayite te).
Men’s feet (padau nrnarm tau) which do not walk to the places of the
Lord (harer ksetrani na anuvrajato yau) are like the bases of trees, to
be cut by the axes of Yama-diitas (druma-janma-bhajau).

Verse Summary: Their eyes which do not see the forms of the Lord
are like eyes of a peacock feather. Their feet which do not visit temples
are like bases of trees.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

12.3.23 ||
jivan chavo bhagavatanghri-renum
na jatu martyo ’bhilabheta yas tul
Sri-visnu-padya manujas tulasyah
$vasan chavo yas tu na veda gandham ||

That person (yah martyah) who does not smear his body with the
dust from the devotees’ feet (na jatu abhilabheta bhagavata anghri-
renum) is a ghost, whose offerings are not accepted by the Lord (jivan
Savah). That person (yah manujah) who does not smell the fragrance
of the tulasi on Visnu’s feet (na veda gandham s$ri-visnu-padya
tulasyah) is similarly a ghost (§vasan savah).

Verse Summary: Such a person who does not smear his body with the
dust from the devotee’s feet, and who does not smell the tulasi on
Visnu’s feet is a ghost.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

12.3.24
tad aSma-saram hrdayam batedarm
yad grhyamanair hari-nama-dheyaih |
na vikriyetatha yada vikaro
netre jalam gatra-ruhesu harsah ||

Alas (bata)! That heart (tad hrdayam) which does not transtorm
(na vikriyeta) on hearing the names of the Lord (yad
grhyamanair hari-nama-dheyaih), even though he shows (yada
vikaro) tears in the eyes (netre jalam) and hair standing on end
(gatra-ruhesu harsah), is made of iron (aséma-sararm).

Verse Summary: The heart of such a person is certainly made of
iron as he doesn’t manifest ecstatic symptoms on hearing the
name of the Lord.



Theme — II Saunaka inspires Suta to speak more (13-25)

12.3.25 ||
athabhidhehy anga mano-'nukilam
prabhasase bhagavata-pradhanah |

yad aha vaiyasakir atma-vidya-
visarado nrpatimm sadhu prstah ||

O sage (anga)! Please tell us (atha abhidhehy)! You should speak
according to your inclination (mano-anukiuilarmm prabhasase)
what (yad) the greatest of devotees (bhagavata-pradhanah),
Sukadeva (vaiyasakih), expert in knowledge of the Lord (atma-
vidya-visaradah), spoke to the King (nrpatirn aha) on being
asked (sadhu prstah).

Verse Summary: Therefore, please speak according to your
inclination about the further conversation that happened between
Sukadeva Goswami and Pariksit Maharaj.
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