Canto-2 Chapter-4

The Process of Creation

Sukadeva Glorifies the
Lord



Theme — I Suta Goswami describes what happened next (1-4)

I12.4.1 ||
suta uvaca—
vaiyasaker iti vacas
tattva-nisScayam atmanabh |
upadharya matirn krsne
auttareyah satirh vyadhat ||

Siita said: Hearing (upadharya) the words of Sukadeva
(vaiyasakeh vacah) by which he could discern the truth about the
soul  (tattva-niScayam  atmanah),  Pariksit (auttareyah)
concentrated his mind (matimn vyadhat) which was always
thinking of Krsna (krsne satim).

Verse Summary: Hearing the words of Sukadev goswami, Pariksit
concentrated his mind, which was always thinking ot Krsna.



Theme — I Suta Goswami describes what happened next (1-4)

I12.4.2 ||
atma-jaya-sutagara-
pasu-dravina-bandhusu |
rajye cavikale nityam
viridham mamatam jahau ||

He completely gave up (avikale jahau) attachment (mamatam) to
body, wite, sons, house, animals, wealth, friends, kingdom (atma-
jaya-suta-agara-pasu-dravina-bandhusu- rajye), which is constant
and strong in others (nityar viradham).

Verse Summary: He then even externally gave up attachment to
body, wite, sons etc.



Theme — I Suta Goswami describes what happened next (1-4)

I12.4.3 |
papraccha cemam evartham
yan mam prcchatha sattamah |
krsnanubhava-sravane
sraddadhano maha-manah ||

O great devotees (sattamah)! The intelligent Pariksit (maha-
manah), tull of faith (Sraddadhanah) in hearing Krsna’s activities
(krsna anubhava-sravane), asked this question to Sukadeva
(papraccha ca imam evartham) which you have asked me (yad
mar prcchatha).

Verse Summary: He then asked the following questions to
Sukadeva.



Theme — I Suta Goswami describes what happened next (1-4)

12.4.4
samstham vijiidya sannyasya
karma trai-vargikam ca yat |

vasudeve bhagavati
atma-bhavam drdham gatah ||

Knowing his impending death (sarhsthar vijiiaya), giving up all
actions of dharma, artha and kama (sannyasya karma trai-
vargikarh ca yat), he became firmly fixed (drdharm gatah) in
prema to Krsna (vasudeve bhagavati atma-bhavam).

Verse Summary: Knowing his impending death, he gave up all
tri-vargika karma and became firmly fixed in prema to Krsna.



Theme — II Further questions by Pariksit Maharaj (5-10)

12.4.5 |
rajovaca—
samicinam vaco brahman
sarva-jiiasya tavanagha |
tamo visiryate mahyar

hareh kathayatah katham ||

The King said: O sinless brahmana (anagha brahman)! When
you, full of knowledge (sarva-jinasya), speak topics of the Lord
(hareh kathayatah katham), my ignorance is destroyed (tamo
visiryate mahyarm). Those words are fitting (tava vacah
samicinam).

Verse Summary: My ignorance is getting destroyed by your
fitting words.



Theme — II Further questions by Pariksit Maharaj (5-10)

12.4.6 |
bhitya eva vivitsami
bhagavan atma-mayaya |
yathedam srjate viSvam
durvibhavyam adhisvaraih ||

Again (bhuiyah eva), I desire to know (vivitsami) how the Lord
(yatha bhagavan), by his energy (atma-mayaya), creates this
universe (idam visvam srjate) which is hard to meditate on by
even the devatas (durvibhavyam adhisvaraih).

Verse Summary: Hearing the words of Sukadev goswami,
Pariksit concentrated his mind, which was always thinking of
Krsna.



Theme — II Further questions by Pariksit Maharaj (5-10)

12.4.7 |
yatha gopayati vibhur
yatha samyacchate punah |
yarm yam saktim upasritya
puru-saktih parah puman |
atmanar kridayan kridan
karoti vikaroti ca ||

[ desire to know how the Lord maintains (yatha gopayati vibhuh) and then
destroys the universe again (yatha sarnyacchate punah). By which Saktis
(yarmm yam $Saktim upasritya) does this possessor of many Saktis, the
supreme person (puru-saktih parah puman), sport with maya (atmanam
kridan) and create the elements (karoti), and then employing the devatas
(kridayan) create the bodies of the living entities (atmanam vikaroti ca)?

Verse Summary: How does the Lord enact primary creation through His
maya shakti? How does He carry out secondary creation through the
Demigods and Prajapatis?



Theme — II Further questions by Pariksit Maharaj (5-10)

12.4.8 ||
nianarh bhagavato brahman
harer adbhuta-karmanah |
durvibhavyam ivabhati
kavibhis capi cestitam ||

O brahmana (brahman)! The activities of the Lord (bhagavatah
hareh cestitam), performer of astonishing activities (adbhuta-
karmanah), certainly appear hard to understand (nanam
durvibhavyam iva abhati) for even the wise (kavibhih ca api).

Verse Summary: But you seem to already know quite a bit
about these topics.

No. It is very actually difficult for even the wise people to
understand the activities of the Supreme Lord.



Theme — II Further questions by Pariksit Maharaj (5-10)

12.4.9 ||

yatha gunams tu prakrter
yugapat kramaso ’pi va
bibharti bhuarisas tv ekah
kurvan karmani janmabhih ||

Just as the Lord (yatha), while performing activities of creation and
destruction (kurvan karmani), supports the gunas of prakrti (bibharti
prakrter gunan) all at once as one purusa (ekah), he also supports the
gunas through many forms of devatdas (bhurisah api). Does he do this
gradually in sequence (yugapat kramaso va)?

Verse Summary: The Lord as Karanodakasayi Visnu singlehandedly
supports the three gunas during primary creation. Then, through the
devatas, He also supports the gunas during secondary creation. Does
this happen simultaneously or in sequence?



Theme — II Further questions by Pariksit Maharaj (5-10)

12.4.10 |
vicikitsitam etan me
bravitu bhagavan yatha |
sabde brahmani nisnatah
parasmims$ ca bhavan khalu ||

Please speak (bravitu) these topics about which I am doubtful (etad me
vicikitsitam). You are expert in discerning the truth in the scriptures (sabde
brahmani nisnatah) just as Krsna himself knows (yatha bhagavan), and you
have realized Krsna (parasmims ca bhavan khalu).

Verse Summary: You have mentioned that this subject matter is very
ditficult for even wise people to understand. Why then are you asking me?

You are: a) expert in discerning the scriptural truths b) You have realized
Krsna. Therefore, please clear my doubts.



Theme — III Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord
(11-25)

12.4.11 ||
suta uvaca—
1ty upamantrito rajina
gunanukathane hareh |
hrsikesam anusmrtya
prativaktum pracakrame ||

Suta said: Being thus requested by the King (ity upamantrito
rajia) to speak about the qualities of the Lord (guna anukathane
hareh), Sukadeva, remembering the Lord of the senses
(hrsikesam anusmrtya), prepared to answer (prativakturm
pracakrame).

Verse Summary: Thus questioned, Sukadeva Goswami
remembered the Lord and prepared to answer.



Theme — III Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-25)

12.4.12 ||
$ri-Suka uvaca—
namah parasmai purusaya bhiiyase
sad-udbhava-sthana-nirodha-lilaya |
grhita-Sakti-tritayaya dehinam
antar-bhavayanupalaksya-vartmane ||

Sukadeva said: I offer my respects to the supreme person Krsna (namah parasmai),
whose powerful expansion is Maha-visnu (purusaya bhuyase), performing pastimes
of creation, maintenance and destruction of the universe (sad-udbhava-sthana-
nirodha-lilaya) through accepting the three gunas (grhita-sakti-tritayaya), whose
second and third expansions act as the inner soul of the universe and the jivas
(dehinam antar-bhavaya), and who can be realized by the path of bhakti, but cannot
be realized by other paths (anupalaksya-vartmane).

Verse Summary: Lord of Power:

[ offer my respects to Karanodakasayi Visnu who, by accepting the three gunas,
performs primary creation. I offer my respects to Ksirodakasayi and Garbodakasayi
Visnus who act as the Supersoul of jivas and the universe. This Lord can be realized
only by Bhakti



Theme — III Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-25)

12.4.13 ||
bhityo namah sad-vrjina-cchide ’satam
asambhavayakhila-sattva-mirtaye |
purhsam punah paramahamsya asrame
vyavasthitanam anumrgya-dasuse ||

Again 1 offer respects to you (bhityo namah), the destroyer of sutfering of
the devotees (sad-vrjina-cchide) and giver of liberation to the demons
(asatam asambhavaya), the form of suddha-sattva (akhila-sattva-murtaye),
the shelter of those with the mood of the paramahamsas (pursam punah
paramahamsya asrame), the giver of brahman to the bhakti-misra-jianis and
prema to the pure devotees (vyavasthitanam anumrgya-dasuse).

Verse Summary: Lord of Sweetness:

You destroy the suffering of the devotees, liberate the demons, give shelter
to the Paramahamsas, give Brahman to the impersonalists and prema to pure
devotees.



Theme — 111 Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-25)

I12.4.14 ||
namo namas te ’stv rsabhaya satvatam
vidara-kasthaya muhuh kuyoginam |
nirasta-samyatisayena radhasa
sva-dhamani brahmani rarmsyate namabh ||

[ continually offer respects to you (namo namas te astu), son of Vasudeva of
the Yadus (rsabhaya satvatarn), who remain forever distant from the non-
devotees (vidiura-kasthaya muhuh kuyoginam), who are the enjoyer in your
spiritual abode in Mathura and Vraja with your devotees (sva-dhamani
brahmani ramsyate namah), displaying powers that are unequalled and
unsurpassed (nirasta-samyatisayena radhasa).

Verse Summary: Lord of Power and Sweetness:

You are the son of Vasudeva. You remain distant from the non-devotees.
You enjoy in the spiritual world with your devotees while displaying great
powers. Thus you display both your power and sweetness.



Theme — III Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-
25)

12.4.15 ||
yat-kirtanarm yat-smaranar yad-iksanarm
yad-vandanar yac-chravanam yad-arhanam |
lokasya sadyo vidhunoti kalmasam
tasmai subhadra-sravase namo namabh ||

[ offer continual respects to the Lord with all auspicious qualities
(tasmai subhadra-sravase namo namah), whose glorification (yat-
kirtanarm), remembrance (yat-smaranam), deity form (yad-iksanam),
topics (yad-vandanam vyat-Sravanarn) and worship (yad-arhanam)
immediately destroy the impurities of man (lokasya sadyo vidhunoti
kalmasam).

Verse Summary: Performing any one limb of devotional service to this
auspicious Lord immediately destroys all the impurities of men.



Theme — III Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-
25)

| 2.4.16 ||
vicaksana yac—caranopasédanét
sangam vyudasyobhayato 'ntar-atmanah |
vindanti hi brahma-gatim gata-klamas
tasmai subhadra-sravase namo namabh ||

[ offer repeated respects to the Lord with all auspicious qualities
(tasmai subhadra-sravase namo namah). By worshipping his feet
(yac-carana wupasadanat) the jianis (vicaksana) destroy the
attachments (sangam vyudasya) of this world and the next
(ubhayatah) which reside in the heart (antar-atmanah), and attain
their spiritual goal of brahman (vindanti hi brahma-gatim) without
fatigue (gata-klamah).

Verse Summary: Even the Jnanis have to worship this form ot the
Lord to attain Brahman easily.



Theme — III Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-
25)

12.4.17 ||
tapasvino dana-para yasasvino
manasvino mantra-vidah sumangalah |
ksemarh na vindanti vina yad-arpanarh
tasmai subhadra-sravase namo namabh ||

I ofter continual respects to the Lord full of auspicious qualities
(tasmai subhadra-sravase namo namah). Without worshipping him
(vina yad-arpanam), the jidnis (tapasvinah), karmis (dana-para),
specialized karmis (yasasvinah), yogis (manasvinah), scholars of the
Vedas (mantra-vidah) and followers of proper conduct (sumangalah)
cannot attain any benefit (ksemarn na vindanti).

Verse Summary: And by not worshipping this form, neither the jnanis
or karmis or yogis or anyone can attain any benefit.



Theme — 111 Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-25)

12.4.18 ||
kirata-htitnandhra-pulinda-pulkasa
abhira-Sumbha yavanah khasadayah |
ye 'nye ca papa yad-apasrayasrayah
Sudhyanti tasmai prabhavisnave namah ||

[ offer respects to the Lord of inconceivable power (tasmai prabhavisnave
namah). The Kiratas, Huanas, Andhras, Pulindas, Pulkasas (kirata huna
andhra pulinda pulkasa), Abhiras, Sumbhas, Yavanas, Khasas (abhira
Sumbha yavanah khasa adayah) and others ot low birth, and those sintul by
actions (ye anye ca papa), by taking shelter of the devotees who take shelter
of the powerful Lord (yad-apasraya asrayah), become purified of their
prarabdha-karmas (Sudhyanti).

Verse Summary: What to speak of advanced people like the jnanis and
tapasvis, even the outcastes can destroy their prarabdha karmas and achieve
perfection by taking shelter of His devotees.



Theme — 111 Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-25)

12.4.19 ||
sa esa atmatmavatam adhisvaras
trayimayo dharmamayas tapomayah |
gata-vyalikair aja-sankaradibhir
vitarkya-lingo bhagavan prasidatam ||

He alone is the Supreme Lord (sa esa adhisvarah). He is worshipped as the
atma by the jianis and yogis (atma atmavatam). He is to be worshipped by
the knowers of the Vedas (trayimayah), the followers of dharma
(dharmamayah) and the performers of austerities (tapomayah). May the
Lord (bhagavan) whose qualities cannot be known (vitarkya-lingo) even by
those free of deceit (gata-vyalikair) such as Brahma and Siva (aja-
sankaradibhih) be mercitul to me (prasidatam)!

Verse Summary: Though the Lord is worshippable by all kinds of
practitioners like the jnanis and yogis, His qualities cannot be known even
by exalted personalities like Brahma and Siva.



Theme — 111 Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-25)

12.4.20 ||
Sriyah patir yajha-patih praja-patir
dhiyam patir loka-patir dhara-patih |
patir gati$ candhaka-vrsni-satvatam
prasidatarn me bhagavan satam patih ||

He is the protector of prosperity (Sriyah patih), sacrifice (yajna-patih), the
citizens (praja-patih), the intelligence (dhiyam patih), the planets (loka-
patih), and the earth (dhara-patih). He is the protector and goal (patih
gatih) to be attained for the Andhakas, Vrsnis and Yadus (andhaka-vrsni-
satvatarn). May the Lord (bhagavan), master of the devotees (satar patih),
be pleased with me (prasidatar me)!

Verse Summary: While for everyone He is the protector of prosperity,
sacrifice, intelligence, earth and everything, He is both the protector and goal
of the exalted Yadus. May He be pleased with me.



Theme — III Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-
25)

12.4.21 ||
yad-anghry-abhidhyana-samadhi-dhautaya
dhiyanupasyanti hi tattvam atmanah |
vadanti caitat kavayo yatha-rucam
sa me mukundo bhagavan prasidatam ||

May Mukunda be pleased with me (sa me mukundo bhagavan
prasidatam)! Purified by meditation on his feet (yad-anghry-
abhidhyana-samadhi-dhautaya) the wise sages see with their
intelligence (dhiya anupasyanti) the truth about Paramatma (hi
tattvam atmanah) and while others speak of him (vadanti ca etat
kavayah) according to their impure intelligence (yatha-rucam).

Verse Summary: Meditation on His feet purities the intelligence to
understand the truth about Himself. But people with impure
intelligence propagate various improper theories about Him.



Theme — 111 Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-25)

| 2.4.22 ||
pracodita yena pura sarasvati
vitanvatajasya satim smrtim hrdi |
sva-laksana pradurabhiut kilasyatah
sa me rsinam rsabhah prasidatam ||

May the Lord, the best of the sages, be pleased with me (sa me rsinam
rsabhah prasidatam)! Inspired by him (yena pracodita), at the beginning of
the kalpa (pura), Sarasvati (sarasvati), whose aim is to reveal Krsna (sva-
laksana), appeared from the mouth of Brahma (pradurabhut kila ajasya
asyatah) and revealed (vitanvata) proper memory (satirh smrtim) to carry
out creation in his heart (hrdi).

Verse Summary: He only helped the great Brahma to recover his memory to
create the universe by inspiring Sarasvati to appear from Brahma’s mouth.
Let the same Lord inspire me to speak about His creation pastimes.



Theme — 111 Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-25)

| 2.4.23 ||
bhutair mahadbhir ya imah puro vibhur
nirmaya Sete yad amuisu purusah |
bhunkte gunan sodasa sodasatmakah
so ’lankrsista bhagavan vacarisi me ||

May the Lord ornament my words by his presence in them (sah alankrsista
bhagavan vacarisi me), just as he creates (nirmaya) the bodies for the living
beings (imah purah) with the material elements (bhuitair mahadbhih) and
dwells in them (Sete), but, as the purusa (yad amusu purusah), being the life
of the sixteen elements (sodasa atmakah), enjoys them (bhunkte sodasa
gunan) without being contaminated.

Verse Summary: May the Lord ornament my words by being present in
them, just as the Lord after creating bodies for humans and others,
personally resides in those bodies and makes them successtul.



Theme — 111 Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord (11-25)

12.4.24 ||
namas tasmai bhagavate
vasudevaya vedhase |
papur jianam ayar saumya
yan-mukhamburuhasavam ||

I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Vyasadeva, the incarnation of
Vasudeva (namas tasmai bhagavate vasudevaya) who compiled the Vedic
scriptures (vedhase). The pure devotees drink up (ayarh saumya papuh) the
nectarean transcendental knowledge (jianam asavam) dropping from the
lotus-like mouth of the Lord (yad-mukhamburuha).

[ offer respects to the avatara ot Vasudeva, Vyasadeva (namas tasmai
bhagavate vasudevaya), the writer of scriptures (vedhase), whose lotus
mouth nectar, topics about Krsna (yad-mukhamburuha asavam), filled with
knowledge (jiianam), the devotees drink (ayam saumya papuh).

Verse Summary: I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Vyasadeva, the
knowledge dropping from whose mouth the pure devotees always drink.



Theme — III Sukadev Goswami’s prayers to the Supreme Lord
(11-25)

12.4.25 |
etad evatma-bhii rajan
naradaya viprcchate |
veda-garbho ’bhyadhat saksad

yad aha harir atmanabh ||

O King (rajan)! Brahma (atma-bhu), filled with the Vedas (veda-
garbhah), taught this knowledge (abhyadhat etad), which the
Lord had directly spoken to him (yad eva aha saksad harih
atmanah), to Narada who asked about it (naradaya viprcchate).

Verse Summary: 1 will answer your questions by quoting the
conversation which happened between Narada and Brahma.
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