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Canto Three — Chapter One

Questions by Vidura



Section — 1

Sukadev Goswami
introduces Vidura (1-2)



| 3.1.1 ]
Sri-Suka uvaca
evam etat pura prsto
maitreyo bhagavan kila
ksattra vanam pravistena
tyaktva sva-grham rddhimat

Sukadeva said: Prev1ously (pura ksattra), after giving
up his prosperous house .Qddhlmaﬁ @) for
entering the forest (vanam pravistena), asked this question
(evam etat prstah) to the powerful Maitreya (maitreyo

bhagavan).




Oftering respects to guru and Krsna, the ocean of mercy, I
take shelter of Sukadeva, master ot the world, eye of the
universe.

el

—

[ offer myselt and everything I possess to he who is the life of
the gopis, the controller, for service to his dear devotees.




In the thirty-three chapters of the Third Canto, sarga. the
creation of the totality of matter with elements manifesting
from prakrti by the glance of Visnu, is described.

——

[Note: From the Third to Twelfth Canto, Visvanatha identifies each
Canto with one of the ten topics of Bhagavatam. |

—_—




Having already shown that the Bhagavatam was first revealed
by the Lord to Brahma and Narada, it is again revealed by Sesa
to the Kumaras. [Note: This is explained in SB 3.8.4.]

The conversation between Vidura and Uddhava continues for
four chapters.

Eight chapters deal with sarga and visarga.




Seven chapters describe the pastimes of Varaha.

o

One chapter describes the visarga in summary and four
chapters describe Kapila.

Nine chapters describe his teachings.

This completes the Third Canto.




In the First Chapter, giving up his elder brother Vidura
departs and goes on pilgrimage

There he meets Uddhava and asks questions, though he was

unsteady in hearing because of separation from the Lord.




« = Q\@ﬁb% by .M

Uddhava answers two or three of the questions asked by

@ in the eighth chapter oI the Second Canto.

Sukadeva, considering that the questions of Pariksit were
previously asked by Vidura to Maitreya, decided to answer

Pariksit’s questions by first describing the introduction which

gave rise to their conversation.




13.1.2 |
yad va ayarn mantra-krd vo
 bhagavan akhilesvarah
pauravendra-grharh hitva
pravivesatmasat krtam

The Supreme I ord (ayam bhagavan akhilesvarah) who acted

as your advisor (vah mantra-krd) gave up the house of
Duryodhana_ (pauravendra-grharn hitva) and entered the
house of Vidura (yad pravivesa), accepting it as his own

(atmasat krtam).




Vidura should not have given up his house which was
superior to all the pilgrimage places to which he went.

However he gave it up because of the pain inflicted by his
brother, Dhrtarastra.




Krsna, acting as the advisor of you the Pandavas, thinking of
them all the time, rejected Duryodhana’s house, and entered
Vidura’s house, even_though not invited, since he accepted it
as his own house (atmasat). ‘




Section — 11

Pariksit Maharaja’s
Inquisitiveness
(3-5)



13.1.3 ]
rajovaca _
kutra ksattur bhagavata
maitreyenasa sangamah
kada va saha-samvada
etad varnaya nah prabho

The King said: O master (prabho)! Where did Vidura (kutra
ksattuh) meet the powertul Maitreya (bhagavata maitreyena
sangamah asa)? When did they speak with each other (kada
va saha-samvadah)? Please describe this to me (etad varnaya

riah).




o NS ee 1 3.1.4 ||
B e W na hy alparthodayas tasya
vidurasyamalatmanah
tasmin variyasi prasnah
sadhu-vadopabrmhitah

amalatmanah vidurasya prasnah) to the excellent Maitreya
(tasmin variyasi) were not insignificant (na hy alpa artha
udayah), and were nourished by the pleasure of the devotees
(s@u-vﬁda upabrmhitah).




Because the questions of Vidura to Maitreya were not
insignificant, they are nourished by the pleasure of the

devotees (éadhﬁ-vada), or they were praised by the statements
ol Maitreya.




13.1.5 ||
suta uvaca
sa evam rsi-varyo ’yam
prsto rajha pariksita
praty aha tam subahu-vit
pritatma Sruyatam 1ti

Siita said: Omniscient Sukadeva (sah subahu-vit), the best of
sages (rsi-varyah), on being requested by King Pariksit (evam
ayam rajha prstah), with great affection (pritatma) then said
to him (tam praty aha), “Please listen (Sruyatam iti).”




Section — 111

Events leading to
Vidura’s retirement

(6-16)



13.1.6

Sri-Suka uvaca
yada tu raja sva-sutan asadhin
pusnan na dharmena vinasta-drstih
bhratur yavisthasya sutan vibandhtn
pravesya laksa-bhavane dadaha

Sukadeva said: Dhrtarastra (yada tu raja), blind to knowledge
(vinasta-drstih), supporting his own evil sons (asadhiin sva-sutan
pusnan) illegally (na__dharmena), made the fatherless sons
(vibandhtin sutan) of Pandu, his younger brother (yavisthasya
bhratuh), live in a lac house (laksa-bhavane pravesya) and burned

them (dadaha).




13.1.7 ||
yada sabhayarm kuru-deva-devyah
kesabhimarsar suta-karma garhyam
na varayam asa nrpah snusayah
svasrair harantyah kuca-kunkumani

Dhrtarastra (yada nrpah) did not forbid (na varayam asa) his
son’s despicable action (suta-karma garhvam) of dragging the
wife of Yudhisthira by the hair (kuru-deva-devyah k@
abhimarsam) into the assembly (sabhayam), while Draupadi
wept (snusayah), washimgaway the kumkuma on her breasts
with tears (sva asraih harantyah kuca-kunkumani).




Kuru-deva-devyah reters to Draupadi.

She washed away the kurmkuma on her breasts by her tears.

Also indicated is that she would wash away the kumkuma on the
breasts of the enemy’s wives, with their tears, when she would have

their husbands killed.

—

This is the fourth type of atisayokti (hyperbole).



13.1.8 |l
dytute tv adharmena jitasya sadhoh
satyavalambasya vanarh gatasya
na yacato ’dat samayena dayam
tamo-jusano yad ajata-Satroh

Righteous Yudhisthira (sadhoh ajata-satroh), defeated by unfair
means (adharmena jitasya) in the gambling match (dlilt/ﬁ), went to
the forest (vanam gatasya) according to his promise (satya
avalamba§_y_a), and then returned to claim his righttul claim to the
kingdom (samayena dayarm yacatah). But, overcome with illusion

(yad tamo-jusanah), Dhrtarastra did not give it back (na adat).




13.1.9 ||
yada ca partha-prahitah sabhayam
jagad-gurur yani jagada krsnah
na tani pumsam amrtayanani
rajoru mene ksata-punya-lesah

Duryodhana (yada raja), whose piety had been destroyed
(ksata-punya-lesah), did not give respect (na uru mene) to
the sweet words (tani amrtayanani) that Krspa (yani krsnah),
guru of the universe (jagad-guruh), sent by Yudhisthira
(@thajgralmah), spoke (jagada) to the men in the Kuru
assembly (sabhayam pursam).




Pumsam refers to Bhisma and others who were present in the
assembly.

Dhrtarastra or Duryodhana did not greatly respect those words.

The reason is that he had lost all piety.

He did not lose the piety for keeping happiness, fame or wealth, but
lost the piety to rule the kingdom.




13.1.10 |
yadopahuto bhavanar pravisto
mantraya prstah kila purvajena

athaha tan mantra-drsam variyan
yan mantrino vaidurikarn vadanti

Vidura, the supreme adviser (yada mantra-drsarh variyan),
whose wise counsel the wise even today call “advice of Vidura
(yad mantrino vaidurikam vadanti),” called by Dhrtarastra
(purvajena prstah) for advice (mantraya)_ then entered his
house (atha bhavanam pravistah) and spoke (aha).




Vidura’s humiliation by Duryodhana is described in the
following six verses.
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