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Canto Three — Chapter Five

Maitreya Describes Creation

Vidura's Talks with Maitreya



Section — 1

Vidura’s questions to Maitreya Rsi
(1-9)



13.5.1 ||
sri-Suka uvaca
dvari dyu-nadya rsabhah kuriinam
maitreyam asinam agadha-bodham
ksattopasrtyacyuta-bhava-siddhah
papraccha sausilya-gunabhitrptah

Sukadeva said: Vidura (ksattah), best of the Kurus (rsabhah
kurunam), completely absorbed in Krsna (acyuta-bhava-siddhah)
and satistied with the gentle qualities of Maitreya (maitreyam
sausﬂya guna-abhitrptah), who had deep knowledge (agadha-
bodham), approached Maitreya (upasrtya) as he sat (asinam) on
the bank of the Ganga at Haridvara (@ dyu-nadyah) ‘and asked
him questions (papraccha).




In the Fifth Chapter Vidura asks about the creation of the universe

of happiness and suffering.

Maitreya describes the primary creation with elements and praises

the Lord.

Having described the nature of the shelter of creation, the angi, the
supreme Lord, in four chapters, the creation or sarga, which is
composed of his angas, is now described in detail.




Maitreya was sitting on the bank of the Ganga (dyu-nadyah) at
Haridvara (dvari).

He was not engaged in material activities.

——

There is another version with sausilya-gunabhitrptam.

S

In this case the phrase means Maitreya was satisfied with Vidura’s
gentle behavior.




13.5.2 |
vidura uvaca
sukhaya karmani karoti loko
na taih sukham vanyad uparamam va

vindeta bhiiyas tata eva duhkham
yad atra yuktam bhagavan vaden nah

Vidura said: Men in this world (lokah) engage in action (karmani
karoti) for material happiness (sukhaya), but do not attain
happiness (na taih sukham vindeta) and do_not destroy distress (va
anyat). Nor do they become detached (uﬁﬁramam va). Rather by
this (tatah), fHeL increase their sullering (bhuyah duhkham eva

vindeta). You know everything (atra yuktam bhagavﬁg). Theretore
please tell me about this (yat vaden nah).




Having received secret knowledge from Uddhava who had been

taught by the Lord, Vidura considered himself unqualified.

Being despondent, he considered in his mind.

Uddhava has said:




tasyanuraktasya muner mukundah
pramoda-bhavanata-kandharasya
asrnvato mam anuraga-hasa-
samiksaya viSramayann uvaca

Krsna spoke (mukundah uvaca) to the sage Maitreya (muneh), who
was attached to the Lord (tasya anuraktasya), and attentive to
listening (asrmvatah), Whgseﬁhead was bowed (anata-kffndharasy{f)
out of love and joy (pramoda-bhava), while glancing at me (mam
samiksaya) with affection and smiling (anuraga-hasa). This
relieved me of fatigue (visSramayann). SB 3.4.10 -

~— —




The Lord taught the secret knowledge to Uddhava rhe greatest and
most intimate among Krsna’s devotees, not to Maitreyva who was
listening.

—

But that cannot be!

——

To understand if Maitreya heard that knowledge or not, in the
beginning I will not ask that great soul in case he does not know.

C—

[ will ask only some of my own questions.



If he knows that knowledge then he will say,

———

“O Vidura! I was taught by the Lord just for giving this knowledge
to you. Please understand this knowledge about the L.ord who has
no birth but takes birth, in which the contradictions are resolved

which the Lord explained to me.”

On his own, he will explain this.

——

In this way he begins speaking to Maitreya.



By these activities man does not get happiness and does not get

reliet from distress (anyad).

Nor does he become detached (uparamam).

——

Rather, again and again, by doing actions, he experiences sulfering
only.

e

Please give an answer to this question.




1 3.5.3
janasya krsnad vimukhasya daivad
adharma-silasya suduhkhitasya
anugrahayeha caranti niinam
bhutani bhavyani janardanasya

In order to give mercy (anugrahaya) to the suffering people
(suduhkhitasya janasya) engaged in sin (adharma-silasya), who are
under the control of karma (daivat) and ignorant of Krsna (krsnat
vimukhasya), the auspicious devotees of the Lord (janardanasya
bhavyani bhiitani) moye in this world (iha caranti nanam).




Only great devotees like you, mercitul t@s, know the truth.

That is explained in this verse.

Bhavyani bhiitani means auspicious devotees.




13.5.4 |
tat sadhu-varyadisa vartma sam nah
samradhito bhagavan yena purnsam
hrdi sthito yacchati bhakti-piite
jhanarh sa-tattvadhigamam puranam

O best of devotees (sadhu-varya) | Please speak (nah adisa) about
the auspicious path (@ artmg) by which the Supreme Lord
(yena bhagavan), worshipped by men (samradhito pumsam),
situated in the heart (hrdi sthitah) purified by bhakti (hhakti-
pite), gives the original knowledge (yacchati jhianam puranam)
from which one can understand Brahman, Paramatma and
Bhagavan (sa-tattva adhigamam).




TEach us the auspicious ($am) path, the path of worship.

Tattva here means the knowledge explained in the verse vadanti tat
tattva-vidah. (SB 1.2.11)

The Lord gives knowledge from which one can understand
Brahman, Paramatma and Bhagavan.




tac chraddadhana munayo jhiana-vairagya-yuktaya
pasyanty atmani catmanam bhaktya sruta-grhitaya

The seriously inquisitive student or sage (tat Sraddadhana
munayp) well equipped with knowledge and detachment (jiana-

vairagya-yuktaya), realizes (atmani pasyanty) that Absolute Tetith
(atmanarh) by rendering devotional service (bhaktya) after hearing
from guru (sruta—grhltaya) SB1.2.12

Puranam means ancient, not recent, like Mimamsa and other

philosophies.




13.5.5
karoti karmani krtavataro
yany atma-tantro bhagavams tryadhisah
~ yatha sasarjagra idam nirihah
samsthapya vrttim jagato vidhatte

Please describe how Krsna (yatha atma-tantrah bhagavan), the lord
of three purusas (tryadhisah), without desire (nirihah), performs
pastimes in this world (karoti karmani krta avataro) and how, as
Mahavisnu, lord of t}Lf_Q_gunas (tryadhisah), after destroying the
universe (Jagatah samsthapya), again creates (sasarja agre) and
maintains it (Vrttlm vidhatte).

; ~——————




The verses till verse 9 are all connected with verb “please describe.”

—

Tryadhisah means Krsna, the lord of the three purusas.

Describe how he performs actions like lifting Govardhana.

Describe how the controller of the three gunas, Mahavisnu, previously
(agre), at the end of the last life of Brahma, after destroying
(sarhsthapya) the universe, again at the beginning of Brahma’s life, a
maha-kalpa, created the universe, and then maintained it (vrttim). B




13.5.6
yatha punah sve kha idarm nivesya

Sete guhayam sa nivrtta-vrttih
yogesvaradhisvara eka etad

anupravisto bahudha yathasit

Please describe how the Lord (yatha sah), fixing himself in the
space (sve kha idam nivesya), Iree of the ellects ol maya (mvrtta—
vrttih), sleeps in ‘the Viraja River (Sete guhayam), and how, though

alone (yatha punah ekah), the

ﬁord of all lords (yogesvara

adhlsvara) enters into the universe (anuprav1stah) and becomes

many forms (bahudha asit).

—

—




Establishing himself in the space of his heart. he sleeps in the Viraja
River (guhayam) which is called secret, since no one can understand

this place.

He is unatfected by maya (nivrtta-vrttih).

At the same time, he enters into the world he created and exists in many
forms such as men and devatas.

The question about creation is asked repetitively to find out it the
creation takes place the same way 1n each maha-kalpa or not.




13.5.7 ||
kridan vidhatte dvija-go-suranam
ksemaya karmany avatara-bhedaih
mano na trpyaty api Srmvatam nah

susloka-maules caritamrtani

Please describe how Krsna in ditterent avataras (avatara-bhedaih)
performs pastimes (kridan vidhatte), producing auspiciousness
(ksemaya karmany) for the brahmanas, cows and devatas (dvija-go-
suranam). Hearing the sweet pastimes (carita amrtani Srnvatarm api) of
the most glorified beings (su-sloka-mauleh), our minds (nah manah)
can never be satistied (na trpyati).

I

Avataras refers to forms such as Matsya and Karma.



13.5.8 |l

yais tattva-bhedair adhiloka-natho
lokan alokan saha lokapalan
aciklpad yatra hi sarva-sattva-
nikaya-bhedo ’dhikrtah pratitah

Please describe how the lord of all planets (adhiloka-nathah)
produces the various planets (aciklpad lokan) and their protectors
(saha lokapalan) by means of various elements (tattva-bhedaih),
and as_well how he produces the area beyond the Lokailoka

mountain range (ac1klpat alokan), and describe the types of living

bodies (sarva-sattva-nikaya-bhedah) assigned to the jiva
(ad Eikrtah)‘according to qualification which are seen (Elatitzﬂ_l).




Describe how the Lord made the planets such as Patala out of earth
and other elements, which are based on the Vairdja form, in Wthh
the ditferent types of bodies of living beings, accepted according to

chuzihflcatlon of bhakti, jiiana, yoga or karma, are known (pratitah).

[Note: Vairdja is a form of Brahma consisting of all the planets and elements. |




13.5.9 ||
yena prajanam uta atma-karma-
ripabhidhanarh ca bhidam vyadhatta
narayano visvasrg atma-yonir
etac ca no varnaya vipra-varya

Best of the brahmanas (vipra-varya)! Please describe (nah varnaya)
how the Lord (narayanah), in the form of Brahma for creating the

universe (visvasrk atma-yonih), produces varieties (vyadhatta

bhidam) of natures (atma), activities (karma) forms and names
(rupa abhidhanam) for the jivas (prajanam)

o




As well (uta), describe how Narayana, becoming Brahma (atma-
yonih) for creation (visvasrg), produces natures (atma) of the jivas,
which produce actions, which produce bodies, which produce
names.
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