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Section — 11

Vidura’s exclusive interest in
Krishna-katha (10-16)



1 3.5.10 ||
paravaresam bhagavan vratani
Srutani me vyasa-mukhad abhiksnam
atrpnuma ksulla-sukhavahanam
tesam rte krsna-kathamrtaughat

Great person (bhagavan)! I have heard repeatedly (Srutani me
abhiksnam) of Vvarious natures of high and low persons (para
avaresam ) from the mouth of Vyasadeva (vyasa-mukhat). I
have been satiated with hearing about those natures (tesam
atrpnuma) which give insignificant happiness (ksulla sukha-
gvﬁénéﬁ), being devoid of (r_t_g)_ the great sweetness of Krsna’s
pastimes (krsna-katha amrta-oghat).
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But you have heard all of this inMahabharata.

This verse answers.

S

[ heard about the natures (vratani) of high entities such as devatas

and low entities such as animals.

| —

I was satiated with them (atrpnumah).




The usage is like nagnis trpyati kasthanam: a fire is not satistied by
sticks of wood.

Tesam in the genitive case indicates that he was actually not satisfied
with them.

They give insignificant happiness, being without the abundant nectar of

Krsna’s pastimes.

This indicates “Whatever I have asked about, you should speak about

but mixed with the sweetness of Krsna’s pastimes.”




1 3.5.11 ||
kas trpnuyat tirtha-pado ’bhidhanat
satresu vah suribhir idyamanat
yah karna-nadir purusasya yato
bhava-pradam geha-ratim chinatti

What man can ever be fully satiated (kah trpnuyat) with hearing the
names of Krsna (tirtha-padah abhidhanat), gloritied by great sages
(suribhih idyamanat) in your assembly (vah satresu)? Entering the
ears (purusasya karna-nadim vyatah), those topics (yah) destroy
attraction to material lite (geha—ratlm chinatti), the cause of materlal
ex1stence (bhava-pradam).




Via\eda, . . . ,
“But you have heard plentitul discussions about Krsna.

S

This verse answers.

e

If even the names (abhidhanat) cannot full satiated a person, what to speak
of discussions ot Krsna’s pastimes?

S—

I

Abhidhanat can also refer to discussions about Krsna.

The ablative indicates a missing participle: who can be satiated, from
(hearing) the names of Krsna.




| 3.5.12 ||
munir vivaksur bhagavad-gunanam_
sakhapi te bharatam aha krsnah
yasmin nrnam gramya-sukhanuvadair
matir grhita nu hareh kathayam

Q sage! Your friend Veda\LV__ga (te sakhapi munih krsnah), desiring
to descrlbe (vivaksuh) the quahtles of the Lord (bhagavad-
glil_le wrote Mahabharata (bharatam aha). In that work
(yasmin) he attracted men’s attention (grhita nrnam matih) to

—

topics of the Lord (hareh kathayam) through topics about material
happiness (gramya-sukha anuvadaih)._




The essence of the Mahabharata is also the topics of Krsna.

Munih krsnal.l_is&\/edavyésa_.

Gunanam in genitive stands for the accusative.

Or it can indicate the abundance of the Lord’s qualities.




The minds of men absorbed in material pleasure became controlled
by Vyasa through stories about artha and kama in order that their
minds enter into sections such as Bhagavad-gita and Narayaniya.

They then became attracted to those topics.

Otherwise, not listening to spiritual topics, they would never come
near them.

[tihasa-samucchaya says:



kamino varnayan kaman lobham lubdhasya varnayan
narah kim phalam apnoti kupe 'ndham iva patayan
 loka-cittavatararthar varnayitvatra tena tan
itihasaih pavitrarthaih punar atraiva ninditau
anymia ghora-samsara-bandha-hetu-janasya tau
varnayet sa katham vidvan maha-karuniko munih

—

What result can be attained by describing the lust of lusty men and
the greed of greedy men, except to send them into the darkness of a
well? In the Mahabharata, lust and greed are described to purify
people’s hearts, and are moreover condemned by stories with pure
meaning. Otherwise, why would the most merciful and learned
Vyasa describe lust and greed, the cause of bondage to terrible
material existence?
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