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Canto Three — Chapter Seven
Vidura’s Questions

Further enquiries by Vidura



Section-1V

Vidura inquires in more detail
(3.7.21-38)



1 3.7.21 || P~esiavic,
srstvagre mahad-adini
sa-vikarany anukramat Q'L
tebhyo virajam uddhrtya
tam anu pravisad vibhuh

Having first created mahat-tattva (srstva agre mahad-adini) and other
elements (sa-vikarany) successively (anukramat) and constructing the
universal form from them (tebhyo virajam uddhrtya), the Lord then

entered that form (tam anu pravisad vibhuh).

N

Out of joy of achievi tistaction, Vidura repeats what Maitreya said

in order to ask details of the pastimes just heard.




1 3.7.22 ||
yam ahur adyam purusam
sahasranghry-tru-bahukam
yatra visva ime lokah
sa-vikasam ta asate

That Lord is called the first purusa (yam ahur adyam purnsam) with
a thousand feet. thighs and arms (sahasra anghry—uru—bahu_kam) in
which all the planets (yatra visva ime lokah) exist (asate) with their

extensions (sa-vikasam).

N ——

This is a description of Karanodakasayi. All (visve) the planets exist
in him, since all the universes reside in his hair holes.




1 3.7.23 ||
yasmin dasa-vidhah pranah
sendriyarthendriyas tri-vrt
tvayerito yato varnas
tad-vibhuitir vadasva nah

In the universal form (yasmin) you described (tvaya iritah)
ten life airs (dasa-vidhah pranah), of three kinds (tri-vrt),
along with sense objects and senses (sa indriya artha
indriyvah), and from that form the four varnas arose (yato
varnah). Please-speak about-the vibhatis of the supreme Lord
(tad-vibhiitih vadasva nah).




In that universal form you described the ten pranas along with
the sense objects and the senses.

Trivrt refers to saha @ngth of m@, oja (strength of

senses) and bala (strength ot body). hsjc\/l/
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From that form the varnas such as brahmanas arose. |, 08 »
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Vibhutih refers to person such as Prajapati.



13.7.24 ||
yatra putrai$ ca pautrais ca
naptrbhih saha gotrajaih
praja vicitrakrtaya
asan yabhir idam tatam

Amongst those vibhiitis (yatra) were the offspring (praja), taking
various forms (vicitra akrtaya) along with their sons, grandsons (saha
putraih ca pautraih ca), grandsons on the daughter’s side and families

(naptrbhih gotrajaih), by which the whole universe became populated
(yabhir idam tatam).

Yatra means “among the vibhiitis.” Naptrbhih “with
daughters.”




13.7.25 |
prajapatinam sa patis
caklpe kan £1‘M

sargams caivanusargams ca
manin manvantaradhipan

e

Please describe all that Brahma created (prajapatinam sa patih
caklpe): Prajapatis(prajapatin), the various types of creation
and sub-creations (sargam$ ca anusargams ca), and the
Manus, who are lords of the Manvantara periods (manin

manvantara adhipan).




Having a similar mind to Pariksit, Vidura asks questions on
the same subjects as Pariksit until the end of the chapter.

2 )4 — 3'—’

Y
\
Prajapatinam patih is Brahma. ’3@

There are ten divisions of creation (sargan).

“——

Anusargan means subdivisions of those divisions.



1 3.7.26 ||
upary adhas ca ye loka
bhumer mitratmajasate
tesarn samstham pramanari ca
~ bhiur-lokasya ca varnaya

O Maitreya (mitra atmaja)! Please describe (varnaya) the_planets
above and below_the earth (bhitimeh upary adhas ca ye loka), their
appearance, dimensions (tesarn samstham pramanarh ca), and also
describe the earth (bhur-lokasya ca).

Mitrétmaja is the son of Mitra, Maitreya. @ Samsthdm means
appearance.



Please describe

(-

13.7.27 ||
tiryan-manusa-devanam
sarisrpa-patattrinam
vada nah sarga-samvytiham

garbha-sveda-dvijodbhidam

a..,: | |

the devatas, humans, animals

devanar),  reptiles, birds

(sarisrpa-

patattrinam) and creatures born from wombs, perspiration,

eggs and seeds (garbha-sveda-dvija-udbhidam), and the

distribution of these creatures (sarga-samvytitham).




Samvyttham means distribution.

Garbha-ja means born from wombs, such as humans.

Those born from perspiration are worms and stinging insects etc.

Those born from eggs (dvi-ja) are birds.

~— N—

Those that germinate (udbhidam) are trees and shrubs.




N 13.7.28 ||
gunavatarair visvasya
sarga-sthity-apyayasrayam
srjatah Srinivasasya
vyacaksvodara-vikramam

Please describe (wyacaksva) the exploits of the lord of Laksmi

(Srinivasasya udara-vikramam), who has created (srjatah) the
authorities for creation, maintenance and destruction of the universe
(viSvasya sarga-sthity-apyaya asrayam) through the gunavataras

e

(guna avataraih). =
S——

Visnu has created the sanction for creation, maintenance and
destruction.




1 3.7.29 ||
varnasrama-vibhagams ca
rupa-sila-svabhavatah
rsinam janma-karmani
vedasya ca vikarsanam

Please describe the divisions of varna and asrama (varnasrama-
vibhagams ca) according to features, behavior, and nature (rtipa-sila-
svabhavatah), as well as the birth and activities of the sages (rsinam
janma-karmani) and the divisions of the Vedas (vedasya ca
vikarsanam). -

| —

Rapa means their features, sila mans conduct and svabhava means
qualities like sense control and mind control




1 3.7.30 ||
yajiiasya ca vitanani
yogasya ca pathah prabho
naiskarmyasya ca sankhyasya ?,5’3 ?

tantrarn va bhagavat-smrtam _, %
| y '@
O master (prabho)!/};}?m de%;ﬂe; leserintion of

sacrifice (yajhiasya ca vitdnani), apd the path of yoga (yogasya
ca pathah), jfianal and sankhya (naiskarmyasya ca
sankhyasya) as well as Narada-pafcaritra (tantram va
bhagavat-smrtam).




Vitanani means “detailed descriptions.”

Yoga refers to astanga-yoga.

Naiskarmyasya retfers to the path of jfiana, which is the method ot
destroying karma. o

—

Describe the paths of yoga, jiiana and sankhya and (va) Narada-
pancaratra (bhagavat-smrtam tantram-- the tantra taught by the

Lord).




13.7.31 |
pasanda-patha-vaisamyar
pratiloma-nivesanam
jfvasya gatayo yas ca
yavatir guna-karmajah

Please describe the trouble caused by the path of the pasandas
(pasanda-patha-vaisamyam), the situation of pratiloma
progeny (pratiloma—niveéanam) and _the destinations of the

jivas (jivasya gatayah yas ca) according to quahtles and
actions (yavatir guna-karmajah)




Pasanda-patha-vaisamyam means the disturbance caused by
path of the pasandas.

Pratiloma refers to products of mixed caste where the
mother’s caste is higher than the father’s, such as the sutas
(brahmana mother, ksatriya father).



| 3.7.32 ||
dharmartha-kama-moksanam
nimittany avirodhatah
vartaya danda-nites ca
srutasya ca vidhim prthak

Please describe the methods of dharma, artha, kama and

moksa (dharmartha-kama-moksanam nimittany) which do

not con

lict with each other (avirodhatah), and the rules in

the scri

btures for professions (vartaya vidhim prthak), in

artha-sastra and in the Vedas (danda-nites ca Srutasya ca).




Describe the processes (nimittani), which are mutually not
contlicting (avirdhatah).

—_—

Please describe the rules for protessions like merchants
according to the scriptures for professions, the rules for
punishment according to artha-sastra and the rules according
to Vedic scriptures.

—

<



13.7.33 |
sraddhasya ca vidhim brahman
pitfnam sargam eva ca
graha-naksatra-taranam
kalavayava-samsthitim

O brahmana (brahman)! Describe the rules for death rites
(sraddhasya ca vidhim), the creation of the Pitrs (pitfnam sargam eva
ca), and the positions of the planets, constellations and stars in
divisions of time (graha-naksatra-taranarh kala avayava-samsthitim).

—_—

Kalavayava-samsthitim means the position of the planets,
constellations and stars according to days, nights, months and years.




1 3.7.34 ||
danasya tapaso vapi
yac cesta-puartayoh phalam
pravasa-sthasya yo dharmo
ya$ ca purisa utapadi

Please describe the results (phalam) of charity, austerity

(danasya tapaso vapi), (aénistoma sacrificé, community
services (yat ca ista-purtayoh), and the authorized actions

(yah dharmah) prescribed for a man in distress (pumsah uta
apadi) while travelingﬁ(pravésa-sthasya).




The digging of reservoirs of water for public use is a great
work of charity, and retiring from tamily life after tifty years of
age is a great act of penance performed by the sober human

being.



I13.7.35 ||
yena va bhagavaris tusyed
dharma-yonir janardanah
samprasidati va yesam
etad akhyahi me 'nagha

O sinless one (anagha)! Please tell (akhyahi me) by what acts
the Lord (yena bhagavan), the cause of dharma (dharma-
yonih), who gives to his sakama devotees what they want
(janardanah), is satistied (tugg_gl), and please describe the

sadhana for pleasing the [.ord who gives prema (samprasidati

vayesam)?




Vidura has already said:

«F/paravaresam bhagavan vratani
Srutani me vyasa-mukhad abhiksnam

) atrpnuma ksulla-sukhavahanam
Ktesﬁm rte krsna-kathamrtaughat

Great person (bhagavan)! 1 have heard repeatedly. (Srutani me
abhiksnam) of various natures of high and low persons (para
avaresam vratani) from the mouth of Vyasadeva (vyasa-mukhat). 1
have been satiated —with—hearing about those natures (tesam
atrpnuma)  which give insignificant happiness (ksulla sukha-
avahanarm), being devoid of _(rte) the great sweetness of Krsna’s
pastimes (krsna-katha amrta—oghat) SB 3.5.10




He has already understood these things from Vyasa.

@, now he wants to hear again from the mouth of Maitreya
the necessary knowledge in order to become detached.

Having completed those questions, now he asks what he really
wants to know.

I

Va here means “but.”




But, Janardana, he who bestows things to his sa-kama-
bhaktas, is the cause of all dharmas.

i

Or Janardana can mean “he who gives sullering to his pure
devotees by the pain of increased prema.”

What is the method for pleasing this Lord?

Please describe the type of qualification of such devotees.



1 3.7.36 ||
anuvratanam Sisyanam
putranam ca dvijottama

anaprstam api brayur
guravo dina-vatsalah

—

O best of the brahmanas (dvijottama)! Though not asked
(anaprstam api), the gurus who are concerned for the
suftering (guravo dina-vatsalah) teach what is necessary
(brayuh) to their obedient students (anuvratanar Sisyanar)
and sons (putranam).




I do not know the most valuable thing to ask for.

You should speak about it by your mercy!

The genitive case (anuvratanarn Sisyanam) is used to
represent the dative case.




1 3.7.37 |l
tattvanarh bhagavarhs tesam
katidha pratisankramah
tatremarh ka upasiran
ka u svid anusSerate

How many types of destruction are there for the various
elements (tattvanam tesam katidha pratisankramah)? Who

remains serving the Tord during destruction (ka u svid

anuserate), and who goes to sleep (tatra imarn ka upasiran)?




Having asked about sadhana-bhakti, since sadhya-bhakti is
eternal, to dispose of any erroneous conceptions about this
fact, Vidura now asks about destruction ot the material world.

———

Pratisankramah reters to destruction.

At the time of this destruction, who serves the Supreme Lord
while he is sleeping, just as one serves the king by waving a
camara? Who sleeps?

—




This is the meaning Sridhara Svami gives to this verse.

p—

This implies that the bhakti of the associates of the Lord and
the Lord’s planet are eternal.

It is said in the Kasi-khanda: na cyavante hi mad-bhakta

mahatyarm pralayapadi: my devotees are not destroyed at the
time of the final destruction ot the universe. B




13.7.38 ||
purusasya ca sarhsthanam
svarupam va parasya ca_
jiianam ca naigamam yat tad
guru-Sisya-prayojanam

Please describe knowledge —cencerning the Jord’s form

(svartipam va parasya ca) and jiva’s position (purusasya ca
sammsthanam), and the knowledge of the Upanisads (jianar
ca naigamarn) which is necessary for the student to learn
from the guru (yat tad guru-Sisya-prayojanam).




What is the position of the worshipper, the jiva (purusasya), what is
his absolute (sam) condition or nature (sthanam)?

And what is the svaruipa of the Supreme Lord, the object of worship
(parasya)?

What is the knowledge mentioned-in-the Vedas which is necessary for

me as disciple to know, from the guru?

The meaning is that from the guru I should learn about bhakti.



Part-V

Vidura declares his contidence
in Maitreya
(3.7.39-42)



13.7.39 |
nimittani ca tasyeha
proktany anagha-siiribhih
svato jhanam kutah pumsam
~ bhaktir vairagyam eva va

Q _sinless Maitreya (anagha)! Tell me about the causes of this

knowledge (tasya nimittani) as described by the devotees
(suribhih proktany). Can a person (kutah pumsarn) attain
knowledge, bhakti or renunciation (jhanam bhaktir
vairagyam eva va) on his own (svatah)? -




The cause for knowledge (nimittani) is the association of the
devotees.

Describe this cause which is told by the offenseless,
knowledgeable devotees (suribhih).

This verse indicates that without guru, knowledge is
impossible.

—




| 3.7.40 ||
etan me prcchatah prasnan
hareh karma-vivitsaya
brithi me 'jiiasya mitratvad
~ ajaya nasta-caksusah

Since I am ignorant (ajfiasya), having lost my sight because
of maya (ajaya nasta-caksusah), I have asked these questions
(etan me prcchatah prasnan) with a desire to know about the
pastimes of the Lord (hareh karma-vivitsaya). Please reply to
these questions (brithi me) since you are a {friend

(mitratvad).




“Why have you asked so many questions?”

Please answer these questions asked only with a desire to know about

the\pastimes ol the Lord and service to him.

When all these questions are answered, I will have complete
concentration on the Lord’s service with indifference to all else.

—_—

When I have my tull attention on the Lord, then I can attain him



Bruthi me here indicates “Speak in order to deliver me.”

In this way the repetition of the word me is not a fault.
way ! 2

Addressing Maitreya as a friend (mitratvat) means that though
he is the son of Mitra, he is also the friend ot the whole
universe. .




I13.7.41 ||
; 56 o
tapo danani canagha
jivabhaya-pradanasya
na kurviran kalam api

O sinless Maitreya (anagha)! All the Vedas, sacrifices (sarve vedas ca
yajiias ca), charity and austerity (tapo danani ca) cannot compare
(na kurviran) with a small particle (kalam api) of helping the jiva
attain a solution to material existence (jiva abhaya-pradanasya).

Not only do I get deliverance by this, but you also gain great fame for

having done pious acts.




| 3.7.42 ||
Sri-Suka uvaca
sa ittham aprsta-purana-kalpah
kuru-pradhanena muni-pradhanah
pravrddha-harso bhagavat-kathayam
sancoditas tamh prahasann ivaha

Sukadeva said: When the best of the Kurus, Vidura (sah kuru-
pradhanena) asked Maitreya in this way (ittham aprsta), the chiet

among sages (muni-pradhinah), capable of explaini ranas
(purana-kalpah), inspired to speak about the Lord (bhagavat-

kathayam sancoditah), smiled at Vidura (tam_prahasann iva) and
spoke with great joy (pravrddha-harsoaha).




Purana-kalpah means “capable of explaining the Puranas.”

[ —

Maitreya, capable of explaining the Puranas, questioned

(aprsta) by Vidura, smiling out of joy (prahasann iva), spoke.

Thus ends the commentary on Seventh Chapter of the Third
Canto ol the Bhagavatam for the pleasure of the devotees, in

accordance with the previous acaryas.
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