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Canto Three — Chapter Eight

Brahma Sees the Lord

Manifestation of Brahma
from Garbhodakasayi Visnu




Section — 1

Maitreya acknowledges Vidura’s
devotion & Disciplic succession of
Srimad Bhagavatam (1-9)



I3.8.1 ||
maitreya uvaca
sat-sevaniyo bata paru-vamso
yal loka-palo bhagavat-pradhanah

o A babhiavithehajita-kirti-malarn
et Z pade pade niitanayasy abhiksnam

Maitreya said: Oh (! The dynasty of the Purus (ptru-vamsah) has

become worthy of worship by the devotees (sat-sevaniyah), since you,
protector of planets (yad loka-palah), who have made Bhagavan the object

of your worship (bhagavat-pradhanah), have appeared in it (iha
babhiuivitha). You make the garland of the Lord’s glories newer
@ ﬁutanavaj)_ at every moment (abhiksnam), in every Word in every

verse and every chapter(pade pade).




The Eighth Cﬁgéer describes how Brahma appears from the lofus in

Visnu’s navel, gives up searching, enters samadhi and then sees the Lord.

O Vidura! You have said:

arthabhavarm viniScitya pratitasyapi natmanah
tam capi yusmac-carana-sevayaharn paranude

Convinced that the jiva does not actually suffer loss of knowledge
(atmanah artha abhavarh viniscitya), but not yet realizing it directly (na
pratitasya api), I will destroy this lack of this realization (ahar tam
paranude) by service to your lotus feet (yusmac-carana-sevaya). SB 3.7.18



nimittani ca tasyeha proktany anagha siiribhih
svato jhanam kutah pumsar bhaktir vairagyam eva va

O sinless Maitreya (anagha)! Tell me about the causes of this
knowledge (tasya nimittani) as described by the devotees
(stiribhih proktany). Can a person (kutah purhsarn) attain
knowledge, bhakti or renunciation (jianarn bhaktir
vairagyam eva va) on his own (svatah)? SB 3.7.39

Thus you have prayed for my assaciation.




But according to me, me getting your association is most rare,
attained by only the greatest amount of good actions.

Just by serving persons associated with you, bhakti to the
Lord will arise!

Praising Vidura in this way, Maitreya rejoices.




Oh_(bata)! By this exclamation, he indicates that Vidura
agreed to accept this birth for saving Maitreya.

The Puru dynasty in which you have appeared, has become
worthy of service by the devotees.

What is your nature?




Among the three forms—Brahman, Paramatmia and
Bhagavan, worshipped according to different mentalities, you

have made Bhagavan the chief object of worship (bhagavat-
prad_hanzﬂ{)

Among the worshippers of Bhagavan, at every moment
(abhiksam) in every statement, on every occasion (pade
pade)—in_every sentence, in every verse, in _every chapter,
you make the garland of the glories of the Lord become ever

fresh.




You string together this garland of the Lord’s glories just by
the thread of your taste.

Placing this garland within the casket of your ears and mind

which have condensed attraction, you make it eternally
fresh.

Your gre in words.




1 3.8.2
so ’ham nrnam ksulla-sukhaya duhkham
mahad gatanam viramaya tasya
pravartaye bhagavatam puranar
yad aha saksad bhagavan rsibhyah

I _explain this Bhagavata Purana (aham pravartaye
bhagavatarh puranam), spokenby the Lord to the sages (yad
aha saksad bhagavan rsibhyah), for removing the sulfering of
persons (nrnam du Tﬂ(ham viramaya) who have fallen into
great distress (mahad gatanarh duhkharh) by seeking

insignificant happiness (ksulla-sukhaya).

———




The answers to all of your questions are found in the
Bhagavata Purana.

[ will tell you the glories of this work.

That famous chsc1ple of Parasara (sah), I (aham) spoke this

work to remove th ng of hell (tasya) for men who have
fallen into great distress for insignificant material pleasure.

-




You have said:

sukhaya karmani karoti loko

na taih sukham vanyad-uparamasi-va—
vindeta bhiuyas tata eva duhkham
yad atra yuktam bhagavan vaden nah

Men in this world (lokah) engage in action (karmani karoti) for material
happiness (sukhaya), but do not attain happiness (na taih sukharm vindeta)
and do not destroy distress (va anyat). Nor_do they become detached
(uparammaritva). Rather by this (tatah), they increase their suffering (bhatyah
duhkharh eva vindeta). You know _everything (atra yuktarn bhagavan).
Theretore please tell me about this (yat vaden nah). SB 3.5.2

This Bhagavatam is a suitable answer to your first question.
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