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Canto Three — Chapter Twelve

Brahma’s Creations

Creation of the Kumaras and
Others



Section-I

Brahma first creates
ignorance (1-3)



13.12.1]]
maitreya uvaca
iti te varnitah ksattah
kalakhyah paramatmanah
mahima veda-garbho ’tha
yathasraksin nibodha me

Maitreya said: Thus I have described to you (iti te varnitah)
the power called time (kalakhyah mahima), belonging to the
Supreme [ord (paramatmanah). Now hear (atha nibodha me)
how Brahma carried out the creation (yatha veda-garbhah
asraksit). o




In the Twelith Chapter, Brahma, after creating the Kumaras,
Marici, dharma and adharma, produces a couple from his body

to increase the population.

Mahima means power.




| 3.12.2]|
sasarjagre ‘'ndha-tamisram
atha tamisram adi-krt
mahamoham ca moham ca
tamas cajiiana-vrttayah

Brahma, the original creator (adi-krt), first produced (sasarja

agre) the functions of ignorance (ajnana-vrttayah) tamas,
moha, mahamoha, tamisra and andha-tamisra. O
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Cagorse iGN SAess

The functions of ignorance had already been established.

At the beginning of the daily creation, they make their
appearance in various forms starting with tamas, directly from
the Brahma.

@ a\l(\é‘bza
Tamas means ignorance of the svariipa of the jiva.




9 o\va(‘}fg‘
Moha means the identification of selt with body etc.

—

rbo‘(‘:—bc‘
Mahamoha means applying possessiveness to objects of
enjoyment.

A’,A\'ng.
Tamisra means the appearance of anger within the mental

functions when one’s enjoyment is obstructed.
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Andha-tamisra means an unconsciousness state brought on
by anger. ~

This means death.

1\10’[ Eresent in the 11va, these were created h¥ ig_n_o_]:ange_ﬂr
avidya.




Visnu Purana says:

tamo 'viveko mohar syad antahkarana-vibhramah
mahamohastu vijiieyo gramya-bhoga-sukhaisana
maranarn hy andha-tamisrarh tamisrah krodha ucyate
avidya pafca-parvaisa pradurbhiita mahatmanah

VLN oS O Sonvie CALN
Tamaﬁneans lack of discrimination. Moha means mistaken

idemﬁfy in the mind. M&}Mh& mPﬂns___t.H.%-—d;eg.irP \f()r

happin | jects. Andha-tamisr s death.
Tamisra means anger. These five types of ign@rance made

théir appearance from Brahima. Laug e,




In  Yogasutras, Patanjali  says avidya  asmita_
ragadvesabhinivesah: ignorance (tamas) false identity
(moha), attachment (mahamoha), repulsion (tamisra) and

tear of death (andha-tamisra) are the five types of ignorance.




13.12.3]|
drstva papiyasim srstim
natmanarm bahv amanyata
bhagavad-dhyana-piitena
manasanyam tato ’srjat

-

Seeing the sinful nature of this creation (drstva papiyasim
srstim), Brahma was not satislied with himself (na atmanarh

bahu amanyata). He again carried out creation (anyam tato
asrjat) by a mind purified with meditation on the Lord
(bhagavad dhyana patena manasa).




t:\o W
This and the following verses show who the functions of vidya
appeared in the form of the Kumaras and others from Brahma,

in order to show that knowledge or vidya destroys i ignorance_

or avidya.

Brahma and others who live for the whole of Brahma’s life
entered into the Supreme Lord at the end of the first half of
Brahma’s life (first parardha).




Just as Brahma appears from a lotus on the first day in the
second half of his life as he did in the Padma-kalpa (the
previous day), Brahma made the Kumaras and others appear
at this time (though they actually live for Br A’s_one
hundred years.)




Section-I1

Creation of the Kumaras and
Rudra (4-20)



| 3.12.4]|
sanakam ca sanandarh ca
sanatanam athatmabhiuh
sanat-kumaram ca munin
niskriyan ardhva-retasah

Brahma created (atha atmabhuh) Sanaka, Sanatana,
Sananda, and Sanatkumira, who were free of material
actions (niskriyan) and strict in brahmacarya (iirdhva-
retasah). T

q—




The four aspects of vidya are séf}khya, yoga, vairagya and tapas.
\

———

A, '\ n
> ® B ©

These appeared in the form of the four Kumaras.

D)y,

(Smce vidya is useless without bhakti, bhakti also is present in thes\e

four items as a secondary item.

_~

Tklus, even the Kumaras also have bhakti.

Bhakti as the principal element takes the form of Néra@




1 3.12.5]|

tan babhase svabhuh putran
prajah srjata putrakah

tan naicchanmoksa-dharmano

vasudeva-parayanah

Brahma said to his sons (svabhiih tan putran babhase), “Create
progeny (prajah srjata putrakah).” Being devoted to the Supreme
Lord (vasudeva-parayanah) and intent on liberation (moksa-
dharmano), they did not agree to do so (taf na icchat). T

A

They were not inclined to produce progeny because karma-yoga,
producing ignorance, destroys knowledge.




| 3.12.6]
so 'vadhyatah sutair evam
pratyakhyatanusasanaih
krodham durvisaham jatam
niyantum upacakrame

When Brahma was disrespected by his sons (sah) evam sutair
avadhyatah) who refused to follow his order (praty akhyata
anusasanaih), he tried to control his anger (krodham jatarn

niyantum upacakrame), which was difficult to tolerate
(durv1saham)




Brahma was disrespected (avadhyatah).

He tried to control his anger.

This shows Brahma’s rajasic nature.

Previously, his creation of tamas and the Kumaras shows his
tamasic and sattvic nature.




13.12.7]]
dhiya nigrhyamano ’pi
bhruvor madhyat prajapateh
sadyo ’jayata tan-manyuh
kumaro nila-lohitah

Brahma (prajapateh) brought himself and his anger under
control by his intelligence (dhiya nigrhyamanah), but (api)

trom his brow (bhruvor madhyat) suddenly-appeared (sadyo
ajayata) a child with a blue and red complexion (kumaro

nila-lohitah).




Just as vidya destroys avidya, sometimes avidya destroys vidya.

To show this, anger or tamisra, the chief aspect of avidya, makes its

appearance as Rudra from Brahma, who previously produced vidya

(as the Kumaras).

Tan-manyuh means “The anger of Brahma was brought under control
by his intelligence,” or “Brahma and his anger were brought under
control by his intelligence.”

.

" -
Blue and red are the colors which represent anger.




purvajo bhagavan bhavah
namani kuru me dhatah
sthanani ca jagad-guro

Powerful Rudra (sah bhagavan bhavah), the eldest of the
devatas (devanam purvajah), cried out (ruroda), “O guru ot
the universe (jagad-guro)! Of.controller (dhatah)! Please give
me names and places to reside (namani sthanani ca me

kuru).”

This describes the actions of Rudra.



13.12.9]]
iti tasya vacah padmo
bhagavan paripalayan
abhyadhad bhadraya vaca

ma rodis tat karomi te

Agreeing to his words (iti_tasya vacah paripalayan), Lord
Brahma (bhagavan), born from a lotus (padmah), spoke with
gentle words (abhyadhad bhadrava vaca). Do not cry. 1 will
do as you have requested (ma rodih tat karomi te).”




1 3.12.10]]
yad arodih sura-Srestha
sodvega iva balakah
tatas tvam abhidhasyanti
namna rudra iti prajah

e

O best of the devatas (sura-srestha)! Because you cried out
(yad arodih) in anxiety (sa udvega) as a child (balakah iva)
the people will call you Rudra (tatah prajah tvam
abhidhasyanti rudra namna iti).

q—




13.12.11]]
hrd indriyany asur vyoma
vayur agnir jalam mahi
suryas candras tapas caiva
sthanany agre krtani te

The following places have been made for your residence
(sthanany agre krtani te): the heart, the senses, the life air,
the ether (hrd indriyany asur vyoma), the air, the fire, the
water, the earth (vayur agnir jalarh mahi), the sun, the moon
and austerity (suryas candras tapas ca).




Since the places starting with the heart arise from ahankara,

they are suitable places of residence for Rudra who acts as the
presiding deity of ahankara.

In relation to anger, the heart is the birth place of anger.

When anger increases it also resides in the senses such as the
eyes hands, and feet.

S




This action is suggested.

Residence in the pranas (asuh) means that the respiration in
the nostrils increases.

Anger is represented in the ether by the ferocious sound of the

lion, in the air by drying up, in the fire by burning, and in
water by flooding.




[t is presented in earth by its transtormations into various
weapons.

Anger is represented by the combination of elements in
animals [ike the lion, tigers and snake.

Anger resides in the sun and moon in the form of heat and

snow, which cause death.




Austerity and also other practices such as sankhya, yoga and
vaitiga. Qo Ghak @EForeciy, GLomEFEcSs of

Thus the Pracetas—aredescribed as tapah-dipita-manyavabh:

enflamed with anger because of austerities. (SB 6.4.5)




ye ‘nye ‘ravindaksa vimukta-maninas
tvayy asta-bhavad avisuddha-buddhayah

aruhya krcchrena param padam tatah
patanty adho ’nadrta-yusmad-anghrayah

O lotus-eyed Lord (aravindaksa), although nondevotees (ye anye)
who accept severe austerities and penances to achieve the highest
position (aruhya krcchrena param padam) may think themselves
liberated (vimukta-maninah), their intelligence is impure (avisuddha-
buddhayah). They fall down from their position of imagined
superiority (tatah asta-bhavad patanty adhah) because they have no
regard for Your lotus feet (anadrta-yusmad-anghrayah). SB 10.2.32



| 3.12.12]]
manyur manur mahinaso
maharn chiva rtadhvajah
ugrareta bhavah kalo
vamadevo dhrtavratah

You have eleven other names: Manyu, Manu, Mahmasa

Mahan, Siva, Rtathva'a Ugrareta, Bhava, Kala Vamadeva and
Dhrtavrata. o

This verse describes the names of the eleven Rudras.



13.12.13]|
dhir dhrti-rasaloma ca
niyut sarpir ilambika
iravati svadha diksa
rudranyo rudra te striyah

O Rudra! You also have eleven wives, called the Rudranis:

Dhi, Dhrti, Rasala, Uma, Niyut, Sarpi, Ila, Ambika, [ravati,

Svadha and Diksa.

These are the mames-ottheeleverr$akiis of the eleven Rudras.



| 3.12.14]]
grhanaitani namani
sthanani ca sa-yosanah
ebhih srja praja bahvih
prajanam asi yat patih

Accept the names and places designated for you (grhana

etani namani sthanani ca) along with vour wives (sa-

== ———————

yosanah). Since you are now one of the masters of the living
entities (yat prajanam asi patih), create progeny on a large

scale (ebhih srja praja bahvih). -




Inhabit these places along with your wives (sayosanah).

Having these places and names, create progeny.




| 3.12.15]]|
ity adistah sva-guruna
bhagavan nila-lohitah
sattvakrti-svabhavena
sasarjatma-samah prajah

Ordered in this way by his guru (ity adistah sva-guruna), Rudra

(bhagavan nila-Tohitah) created offspring similar to himselt (sasarja
atma-samah prajah) in , and €@ (sattva akrti-

svabhavena).

He created progeny with similar nature of vi svabhavena),

similar torm of blue and red (akrti) and similar strengthr(sattva).




13.12.16]]
rudranam rudra-srstanam
samantad grasatam jagat
nisamyasankhyaso yiithan
prajapatir asankata

Seeing the unlimited groups (fisamya) asankhvaso yithan) of

progeny (rudranar) created by Rudra (rudra-srstanam), who were
attempting to devour the universe (samantad grasatam ]aga)
Brahma became worried (prajapatir asankata)

Seeing groups of Rudras created by Rudra (rudra-srstanim) Brahma

became afraid .




13.12.17]|
alam prajabhih srstabhir
1drsibhih surottama
mavya saha dahantibhir
disas caksurbhir ulbanaih

O best of the devatas (surottama)! It is not necessary to
create (alam srstabhir) such progeny (idrsibhih prajabhih)
who burn up the directions (dlsah dahantibhir) along with
me (maya saha) by their fiery glance (caksurbhir ulbanaih).




1 3.12.18]|
tapa atistha bhadram te
sarva-bhiita-sukhavaham
tapasaiva yatha parvam
srasta viSvam idarh bhavan

Become situated in austerity (tapa atistha), which is
auspicious for you (bhadram te), giving happiness to all
living beings (sarva-bhuita-sukhavaham), and, only by
austerity (taEasa eva) can you create (bhavan srasta) just as
previously you created the universe (yatha purvarh idam
visvam). -




Such destructive activities of Siva are not beneficial at the time
of creation and maintenance of the universe.

Thus he should engage in austerity which will produce

opposite results, creation, as previously.

Normally one would say, “Just as you destroyed the universe
at the end of the previous kalpa, so afterwards you will also
destroy it.” a




Some persons explain that in some kalpas, Siva acts as Brahma

and also creates. @

@

Others say that—+the—statement means that the Lord identifies

himself as being one with Siva as he says in the following verse:

srjami tapasaivedam grasami tapasa punah
bibharmi tapasa viSvarh viryam me duscarar tapah

"

By austerity 1 create (srjami tapasa eva), destroy (grasami
tapasa) and maintain (bibharmi tapasa) the universe again and
again (idam visvarn punah). My power arises from intense
austerity (viryam me duscaram tapah). SB 2.9.24

—_—



13.12.19]|
tapasaiva param jyotir_
bhagavantam adhoksajam
sarva-bhuta-guhavasam

anjasa vindate puman

By penance only (tapasa eva) can one thoroughly know
(aI:lngﬁ vindate) the Supreme I ord (bll_gavantaﬂ_) the
supreme independent person (param jyotir), who is within

the heart of every living entity (sarva-bhiita-guhavasam) and

who is beyond the senses (adhoksajam).




Having learned austerity from you, the population will get
deliverance from the material world, according to the
principle of “Whatever the great man does, others follow.”




13.12.20]]
maitreya uvaca
evam atmabhuvadistah
parikramya giram patim
badham ity amum amantrya
~ vives$a tapase vanam

Maitreya said: = Rudra, having been ordered by Brahma
(eyam atmabhuva adlstah) circumambulated his father, the
master of the Vedas (parikramya giram patim). Saying “I will
do this (badham ity amum amantrya),” he entered the forest
to perform austerities (vivesa tapase vanam).
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