Canto 3
Chapter Thirty Three

Activities of Kapila

Departure of Kapila



Theme I — Devahuti’s Prayers (3.33.1-8)

Text-1
maitreya uvaca
evarh nisamya kapilasya vaco janitri
sa kardamasya dayita kila devahutih
visrasta-moha-patala tam abhipranamya
tustava tattva-visayankita-siddhi-bhiimim

Maitreya said: Devahiti (janitri devahutih), the wife of Kardama
(kardamasya dayita), hearing the words of Kapila (evam nisamya
kapilasya vacah), became free of ignorance concerning bhakti,
jiiana and yoga (visrasta-moha-patala). She offered respects to and
satistied Kapila (tam abhipranamya tustava), the compiler of
knowledge concerning bhakti, jiiana and yoga (tattva-visayankita),
and the giver or perfection to men on this earth (siddhi-bhtimim).



Theme I — Devahuti’s Prayers (3.33.1-8)

Text 2
devahiitir uvaca
athapy ajo 'ntah-salile sayanam
bhutendriyarthatma-mayar vapus te
guna-pravaham sad-asesa-bijamm
dadhyau svayam yaj-jatharabja-jatah

Devahiti said: Even Brahma (ajah api) born from the lotus in your
navel (yaj-jatharabja-jatah) could only meditate (dadhyau svayar)
upon your form (te vapuh) lying in the ocean (antah-salile
Sayanam), which is composed of spiritual elements, spiritual sense
objects and spiritual senses (bhuta-indriya-artha-atma-mayar),
which is endowed with all good qualities (guna-pravaham) and
which is the source of unlimited real universes (sad-asesa-bijam).



Theme I — Devahuti’s Prayers (3.33.1-8)

Text 3
sa eva visvasya bhavan vidhatte
guna-pravahena vibhakta-viryah
sargady aniho 'vitathabhisandhir
atmesvaro 'tarkya-sahasra-Saktih

You distribute (bhavan vidhatte) your powers of creation,
maintenance and destruction (visvasya sargady viryah) by
dividing them up according to the gunas (guna-pravahena
vibhakta). You are without material activities (anthah). Your
desires are never unfulfilled (avitatha abhisandhih). You are
the lord of all the jivas (atmesvarah). You are the possessor of
unlimited, inconceivable energies (atarkya-sahasra-saktih). In
this way you carry out your activities (implied).



Theme I — Devahuti’s Prayers (3.33.1-8)

Text 4
sa tvam bhrto me jatharena natha
katharh nu yasyodara etad asit
visvam yugante vata-patra ekah
Sete sma maya-Sisur anghri-panah

O Lord (natha)! How were you (katham nu tvam), in
whose belly the universe rests (yasya udare etad visvam
asit), held in my womb (me jatharena bhrtah)? As a
merciful baby (maya-sisuh) you lie alone (ekah Sete sma)
on a banyan leaf (vata-patra), sucking your toe (anghri-
panah), at the end of the yuga (yugante).



Theme I — Devahuti’s Prayers (3.33.1-8)

Text 5
tvam deha-tantrah prasamaya papmanam
nidesa-bhajam ca vibho vibhutaye
yathavataras tava stitkaradayas
tathayam apy atma-pathopalabdhaye

O Lord (vibho)! You become dependent on my body as a baby
(tvarh deha-tantrah). Just as you appear in this world in forms
like the boar (yatha tava sukaradayah avatarah) to destroy sin
(papmanam prasamaya) and to make those who follow your
instructions prosperous (nidesa-bhajam vibhiitaye), you have
appeared to teach the path of jidgna and bhakti directed to
yourself (tathayam apy atma-patha upalabdhaye).



Theme I — Devahuti’s Prayers (3.33.1-8)

Text 6
yan-nama-dheya-sravananukirtanad
yat-prahvanad yat-smaranad api kvacit |
$vado 'pi sadyah savanaya kalpate
kutah punas te bhagavan nu darsanat

To say nothing of the spiritual advancement of persons who see the
Supreme Person face to face (kutah punas te bhagavan nu
darsanat), even a person born in a family of dog-eaters (svadah api)
immediately (sadyah) becomes eligible (kalpate) to perform Vedic
sacrifices (savanaya) if he once (kvacit) utters the holy name of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead or chants about Him (yan-nama-
dheya-sravana anukirtanad), hears about His pastimes, ofters Him
obeisances (yat-prahvanad) or even remembers Him (Smaranad).



Bhakti destroys Prarabdha Karma

e Svadah doesn’t refer to a person who accidentally ate dog flesh
once. Sva + adan (eating) — present tense. Therefore svadah
refers to a dog cooker or a low born person.

e Such a person, by performing any one of the devotional limbs
as mentioned above, destroys these prarabdha karmas which
have produced this low birth which prevents him from

performing sacrifices.

e Also, performance of bhakti also creates the pious credits and
qualities needed for performing sacrifices.



Bhakti destroys Prarabdha Karma

But, just like a brahmana, a dog eater also has to undergo proper
vedic training and 2™ initiation in order to perform sacrifice.
The purpose of this verse is not to advocate his immediate

performance of sacrifices.

But, in order to undergo 2" initiation one should have taken the
vedic initiation and learnt the Vedas from a very young age. But
the dog eater has missed it.

Theretore, if he wants to perform vedic sacrifices, he has to
wait for one more birth because of his lack of proper conduct or
sistacara at the young age, while he was still a dog eater.

But BSST says that even such a person, when he undergoes
vaisnava diksa, he surpasses second birth.



Bhakti destroys Prarabdha Karma
Savanaya kalpate also means that he should be given the respect

due to a qualified person.

But one might ask: "How can you say that the prarabdha karma is
destroyed? He still has the same body.”

Sinful reactions due to bad birth in the form of acquisition of bad
qualities and suffering are removed immediately. But the birth itself
cannot be changed from one parents to another. But bad qualities
are definitely destroyed by bhakti.

VCT adds that such a low born practitioner of bhakti does not
perform sacrifices, not because of his lack of qualification, but
because he has no faith in them as he is endowed with pure bhakti.

But a brahmana devotee might continue doing the sacrifices to set
the right example. (karmanaiva hy samsiddhim)



Bhakti destroys Prarabdha Karma

* One might ask: "If practice of bhakti removes suffering, why then do I see
devotees suffering?”

* Devotee’s happiness is due to his practice of bhakti (not punya karma) and
his suffering is given personally by the Lord’s mercy (not due to bad karma).

yasyaham anugrhnami harisye tad-dhanam Sanaih
tato ’dhanam tyajanty asya svajana duhkha-duhkhitam

If T especially favor someone (yasya aham anugrhnami), I gradually deprive
him of his wealth (harisye tad-dhanam $anaih). Then (tato) the relatives
and friends (svajana) of such a poverty-stricken man (adhanam asya)
abandon him (tyajanty). In this way he suffers one distress after another
(duhkha-duhkhitam). SB 10.88.8

* Baladev Vidyabhusana - Silk analogy

* Sometimes however, the suffering is a result of offense to the Vaisnavas.



Theme I — Devahuti’s Prayers (3.33.1-8)

Text 7
aho bata Sva-paco 'to gariyan
yaj-jihvagre vartate nama tubhyam
tepus tapas te juhuvuh sasnur arya
brahmaniicur nama grnanti ye te

How astonishing (aho bata)! The outcaste (Sva-pacah) on
the tip of whose tongue (yaj-jihva agre) your name
appears (vartate nama tubhyam) becomes the guru (atah
gariyan)! All those who chant your name (te nama
grnanti ye), becoming most respectable (arya), have
completed all austerities (tapas tepuh), all sacrifices, all
bathing (juhuvuh sasnuh) and all study of the Vedas
(brahmanucur).




Theme I — Devahuti’s Prayers (3.33.1-8)

Text 8
tarh tvam aham brahma param pumamsam
pratyak-srotasy atmani samvibhavyam
sva-tejasa dhvasta-guna-pravaham
vande visnurh kapilam veda-garbham

[ ofter respects to you (tvam aharh vande) Kapila, who are Visnu
(visnurh kapilam), Brahman, the supreme person (brahma param
pumamsarn), the destroyer of material existence (dhvasta-guna-
pravaham) by your appearance in this world (sva-tejasa), the shelter
of the Vedas (veda-garbham), who should be the object of
meditation for the mind (atmani sarvibhavyam) which has
withdrawn from material objects (pratyak-srotasy).



Theme II — Kapila’s Final Instructions to Devahuti
(3.33.9-11)

Text 9
maitreya uvaca
1dito bhagavan evam
kapilakhyah parah puman
vacaviklavayety aha
mataram matr-vatsalah

Maitreya said: The Lord called Kapila (bhagavan
kapilakhyah), the supreme person (parah puman), praised
thus (evam 1iditah), spoke to his mother (matararm aha)

out of affection for her (matr-vatsalah), with choked voice
(aviklavaya vaca).



Theme II — Kapila’s Final Instructions to Devahuti
(3.33.9-11)

Text 10
kapila uvaca
margenanena matas te
susevyenoditena me
asthitena param kastham
acirad avarotsyasi

Kapila said: My dear Mother (matah)! By this path of
bhakti (anena margena asthitena) explained by me (me
uditena), which is easy to perform (su-sevyena), you will
quickly attain (acirad avarotsyasi) the supreme goal of
prema (param kastham).



Theme II — Kapila’s Final Instructions to Devahuti
(3.33.9-11)

Text 11
Sraddhatsvaitan matarn mahyarm
justam yad brahma-vadibhih
yena mam abhayarh yaya
mrtyum rcchanty atad-vidah

Have faith in my instructions (etad matarn mahyam
Sraddhatsva) which are practiced by those who know the
truth (justarn yad brahma-vadibhih), and which will give
you fearlessness (yena mam abhayam yaya). Those who
do not know this attain death (mrtyum rcchanty atad-

vidah).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 12
maitreya uvaca
iti pradarsya bhagavan
satim tam atmano gatim
sva-matra brahma-vadinya
kapilo 'numato yayau

Maitreya said: Having shown his mother (iti satim
pradarsya) the path of the soul (atmano gatim), Kapila
(bhagavan kapilah), taking permission (anumatah) from
his mother who knew the truth about her son (brahma-
vadinya sva-matra), departed (yayau).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 13
sa capi tanayoktena
yogadesena yoga-yuk
tasminn asrama apide
sarasvatyah samahita

By following the instructions on bhakti (yogadesena)
spoken by her son (tanaya uktena), absorbed in bhakti
(yoga-yuk), she became engaged in samadhi (sa samahita)
in that hermitage (tasminn asrama), which was like a
flower crown on the Sarasvati River (sarasvatyah apide).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 14
abhiksnavagaha-kapisan
jatilan kutilalakan
atmanam cogra-tapasa
bibhrati cirinam krsam

Her locks of hair (kutilalakan) became matted (jatilan)
and grey (kapisan) from repeated bathing (abhiksna
avagaha). Her body (atmanam), clothed in rags (cirinarm),
became thin (krsam bibhrati) because of severe austerities
(ugra-tapasa).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 15
prajapateh kardamasya
tapo-yoga-vijrmbhitam

sva-garhasthyam anaupamyarm
prarthyam vaimanikair api

The house (sva-garhasthyam) Kardama produced through
the austerities of yoga (prajapateh kardamasya tapo-yoga-
vijrmbhitam) was unequalled (anaupamyar) and desired
by the devatas (vaimanikair api prarthyam).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 16
payah-phena-nibhah sayya
danta rukma-paricchadah

asanani ca haimani
susparsastaranani ca

The ivory beds (danta sayya) resembling the foam of milk
(payah-phena-nibhah) had gold coverings (rukma-
paricchadah). The chairs were made of gold (asanani ca
haimani) with soft cushions (susparsa astaranani ca).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 17
svaccha-sphatika-kudyesu
maha-marakatesu ca
ratna-pradipa abhanti
lalana ratna-sarhyutah

Jewel lamps (ratna-pradipa) shone (abhanti) on clear
crystal walls (svaccha-sphatika-kudyesu) decorated with
large emeralds (maha-marakatesu ca). The women were
decorated with jewels (lalana ratna-sarnyutah).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 18
grhodyanarm kusumitai
ramyam bahv-amara-drumaih
kiijad-vihanga-mithunam
gayan-matta-madhuvratam

The garden (grha udyanam) was made beautitul (ramyam)
with many flowering celestial trees (kusumitai bahv-
amara-drumaih) with pairs of singing birds (kajad-
vihanga-mithunam) and intoxicated, humming bees
(gayan-matta-madhuvratam).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 19
yatra pravistam atmanarm
vibudhanucara jaguh
vapyam utpala-gandhinyam
kardamenopalalitam

When Devahiiti, under the care of Kardama (yatra
kardamena upalalitam), would enter the pond (vapyam
pravistam), fragrant with lotuses (utpala-gandhinyam),

the devatas’ assistants (vibudha anucara) gloritied her
(atmanam jaguh).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 20
hitva tad ipsitatamam
apy akhandala-yositam
kincic cakara vadanam
putra-vislesanatura

Giving up that house (tad hitva), most desirable even to
the wives of Indra (akhandala-yositam apy ipsitatamam),
Devahiiti became silent, overcome with griet (kificic
cakara vadanar), pained by the absence of her son (putra-
vislesana atura).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 21
vanam pravrajite patyav
apatya-virahatura
jhata-tattvapy abhan naste
vatse gaur iva vatsala

Since her husband had also lett home (patyav vanam
pravrajite), she became aggrieved with separation from her
son (apatya-viraha atura), even though she knew the truth
(jhata-tattvapy). She was like a cow aggrieved when losing
a calf (naste vatse vatsala gaur iva abhut).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 22
tam eva dhyayati devam
apatyam kapilam harim
babhuvacirato vatsa
nihsprha tadrse grhe

O Vidura (vatsa)! Meditating on her son Kapila (tam
apatyamn kapilath eva dhyayati), the Supreme Lord
(devam harim), she quickly became detached (acirato
nihsprha babhuiva) from that opulent house (tadrse grhe).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 23
dhyayati bhagavad-rapam
yad aha dhyana-gocaram
sutah prasanna-vadanam

samasta-vyasta-cintaya

She meditated on the form of the Supreme Lord (dhyayati
bhagavad-riiparn), the worthy object of meditation
(dhyana-gocaram), with smiling face (prasanna-
vadanar), whom her son had described (yad aha sutah),
thinking of his whole form and its parts (samasta-vyasta-
cintaya).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 24-26
bhakti-pravaha-yogena
vairagyena baliyasa
yuktanusthana-jatena
jhanena brahma-hetuna

viSuddhena tadatmanam

atmana visvato-mukham
svanubhitya tirobhuta-
maya-guna-visesanam

brahmany avasthita-matir
bhagavaty atma-samsraye
nivrtta-jivapattitvat
ksina-klesapta-nirvrtih

By bhakti-yoga which flows like a current (bhakti-pravaha-yogena), by strong renunciation (vairagyena
baliyasa) produced from proper practice of bhakti (yukta anusthana-jatena), by knowledge causing
realization of the Lord (jhanena brahma-hetuna), by purity of mind (atmanam visuddhena), she saw
the Supreme Lord (tada atmanam), who pervades all direction (visvato-mukham) and is devoid of
material qualities (tirobhuta-maya-guna-visesanam) through personal realization (svanubhiuitya). Her
mind became fixed (avasthita-matir) in Brahman, Bhagavan and Paramatma (brahmany bhagavaty
atma-samsraye ), and she attained bliss (apta-nirvrtih) and destruction of suffering (ksina-klesa)
because of destroying samsara (nivrtta-jiva apattitvat).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 27
nityaradha-samadhitvat
paravrtta-guna-bhrama
na sasmara tadatmanam

svapne drstam ivotthitah

Because of attaining continuous Samadhi (nityartdha-
samadhitvat), and being free of wandering towards sense
objects (paravrtta-guna-bhrama), she did not remember
her body (na sasmara tadatmanarn), just as a person on
waking does not remember what happened in a dream
(svapne drstam iva utthitah)



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 28
tad-dehah paratah poso
'py akrsas cadhy-asambhavat
babhau malair avacchannah
sadhiima iva pavakah

Her body was cared for the maidens created by Kardama
(tad-dehah paratah posah) and because of no anxieties
(adhy-asambhavat), she was not thin (akrsah). Though
covered by dirt (malair avacchannah apy), her body shone

like a fire covered by smoke (sadhuma pavakah iva
babhau).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 29
svangam tapo-yogamayam
mukta-kesam gatambaram
daiva-guptarin na bubudhe

vasudeva-pravista-dhih

Completely absorbed in Vasudeva (vasudeva-pravista-
dhih), she was not aware (na bubudhe) that her body (sva
angarm), engaged in austerity and yoga (tapo-yogamayarn),
with unbound hair and absence of clothing (mukta-kesam
gatambaram), was protected by the Lord (daiva-guptam).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 30
evarm sa kapiloktena
margenaciratah param
atmanarm brahma-nirvanam
bhagavantam avapa ha

By the method taught by Kapila (evam kapila uktena
margena), she quickly attained (sa aciratah avapa ha) the
Supreme Lord, Bhagavan, the supreme soul (bhagavantam

param atmanarn). This attainment included liberation
(brahma-nirvanam).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 31
tad virasit punyatamarn
ksetram trailokya-visrutam
namna siddha-padam yatra
sa samsiddhim upeyusi

O Vidura (vira)! That place (tad ksetram), called Siddha-
pada (siddha-padam namna), where she attained
perfection (yatra sa sammsiddhim upeyusi), is most pure
(punyatamam asit) and famous in the three worlds
(trailokya-visrutam).



Theme III — Kapila leaves and Devahuti achieves
Perfection (3.33.12-32)

Text 32
tasyas tad yoga-vidhuta-
martyam martyam abhit sarit
srotasam pravara saumya

siddhida siddha-sevita

Devahtti’s body (tasyas tad martyam), purified of material
dhatus by bhakti-yoga (yoga-vidhuta-martyar), became a
river (abhuit sarit). That river is the best of rivers
(srotasarn pravara), bestowing perfection and worshipped
by perfected souls (siddhida siddha-sevita).



Theme IV- Activities of Kapila (3.33.33-37)

Text 33
kapilo 'pi maha-yogi
bhagavan pitur asramat
mataram samanujiapya
prag-udicim disarm yayau

The great yogi Kapila (kapilo maha-yogi), the Supreme
Lord (bhagavan), taking permission from his mother
(matararn samanujnapya), departed from his father’s
hermitage (pitur asramat yayau) and went first north and
then east (prag-udicim disam).



Theme IV- Activities of Kapila (3.33.33-37)

Text 34
siddha-carana-gandharvair
munibhis capsaro-ganaih
stiyamanah samudrena
dattarhana-niketanah

Praised (stityamanah) by the Siddhas, Caranas,
Gandharvas (siddha-carana-gandharvair), sages and
Apsaras (munibhi$ capsaro-ganaih), he was given a place
as an offtering (data arhana-niketanah) by the ocean
personified (samudrena).



Theme IV- Activities of Kapila (3.33.33-37)

Text 35
aste yogarn samasthaya
sankhyacaryair abhistutah
trayanam api lokanam
upasantyai samahitah

Taking shelter ot bhakti-yoga (yogam samasthaya) and
worshiped by the teachers of Sankhya (sankhyacaryair
abhistutah), he still remains there (aste), fixed in samadhi
(samahitah), for the peace of the three worlds (trayanam
api lokanam upasantyai).



Theme IV- Activities of Kapila (3.33.33-37)

Text 36
etan nigaditam tata
yat prsto 'ham tavanagha
kapilasya ca samvado
devahiityas ca pavanah

O sinless Vidura (anagha)! As requested by you (yat tava
prsto), I have spoken (aharh nigaditarn) about the pure
conversation between Kapila and Devahiiti (etad kapilasya
devahiityas ca pavanah samvadah).



Theme IV- Activities of Kapila (3.33.33-37)

Text 37
ya idam anusrnoti yo 'bhidhatte
kapila-muner matam atma-yoga-guhyam
bhagavati krta-dhih suparna-ketav
upalabhate bhagavat-padaravindam

He who hears the teaching of Kapila (ya idam kapila-
muner matam anusrnoti) containing the secret of
meditation on the Lord (atma-yoga-guhyam), or he who
teaches it (yah abhidhatte), concentrating his mind on the
Lord (bhagavati krta-dhih) whose emblem is Garuda
(suparna-ketav), attains the Lord’s lotus feet (upalabhate
bhagavat-padaravindam).



