Chapter Twenty

Lord Visnu's Appearance in
the Sacrificial Arena of
Maharaja Prthu



14.20.1 |
maitreya uvaca
bhagavan api vaikunthah
sakarh maghavata vibhuh
yajiair yajia-patis tusto
yajiia-bhuk tam abhasata

Maitreya said: The Supreme Lord (bhagavan vaikunthah),
master of sacrifice (yajna-patih), and the enjoyer of sacrifice
(yajia-bhuk), appeared along with Indra (sakarn maghavata
vibhuh), and, satistied with Prthu (tam tustah), spoke
(abhasata).




14.20.2 |
Sri-bhagavan uvaca
esa te 'karsid bhangam
haya-medha-Satasya ha
ksamapayata atmanam
amusya ksantum arhasi

The Lord said: Here is Indra (esah) who stopped (akarsid
bhangam) the hundredth horse sacrifice (haya-medha-satasya
ha). You should forgive Indra (amusya ksantum arhasi), since
he is asking forgiveness from you (ksamapayata atmanam).



1 4.20.3 ||
sudhiyah sadhavo loke
naradeva narottamah
nabhidruhyanti bhiitebhyo
yarhi natma kalevaram

O King (naradeva)! The most intelligent devotees (sudhiyah
sadhavo loke), the best of humans (narottamah), do not harm
other living beings (na abhidruhyanti bhtuitebhyo) because they
know those bodies are not the soul (yarhi na atma kalevaram).



1 4.20.4-5 ||
purusa yadi muhyanti
tvadréa deva-mayaya
Srama eva param jato
dirghaya vrddha-sevaya

atah kayam imam vidvan

avidya-kama-karmabhih
arabdha iti naivasmin
pratibuddho 'nusajjate

If persons such as you (yadi tvadrsa purusa) are bewildered by the Lord’s
maya (muhyanti deva-mayaya), the only result is labor (Srama eva param
jato). The man in knowledge (vidvan), after realizing (pratibuddho) that
this body arises (imam kayam arabdhah) from actions due to desire arising
from ignorance (avidya-kama-karmabhih), by long service to wise elders
(dirghaya vrddha-sevaya), is not attached to the body (na eva asmin kayam
anusajjate).



Section: SB 3.7.15-20:
Vidura shares his heart
felt realizations with

Maitreya ” 3.7.18 ”
______— arthabhavam viniscitya
pratitasyapi natmanah
tarmn capl yusmac-carana-
sevayaham paranude

Convinced that the jiva does not actually sutfer loss of knowledge
(atmanah artha abhavam viniScitya), but not yet realizing it
directly (na pratitasya api), [ will destroy this lack of this
realization (ahar tam paranude) by service to your lotus feet
(yusmac-carana-sevaya).

O

Serving great transcendentalists helps one to realize the Absolute Truth




14.20.6 |
asamsaktah Sarire 'sminn
amunotpadite grhe
apatye dravine vapi
kah kuryan mamatam budhah

What wise person (kah budhah), unattached to this body
(asamsaktah asminn Sarire), will have attachment (mamatam
kuryat) for house, children and wealth (grhe apatye dravine va
api), arising from the body (amuna utpadite)?



Il 4.20.7 ||
ekah suddhah svayam-jyotir
nirguno 'sau gunasrayah
sarva-go 'mavrtah saksi
niratmatmatmanah parah

The Paramatma is pure (atma ekah suddhah), selt-revealing
(svayam-jyotih), beyond the material gunas (nirgunah), the
shelter of the gunas (asau gunasrayah), all-pervading (sarva-
gah), uncovered by matter (anavrtah), the witness of all things
(saksi), independent of all others (niratma), and different from
the jiva and his body (atmanah parah).



1 4.20.8 |
ya evam santam atmanam
atma-stham veda ptrusah
najyate prakrti-stho 'pi
tad-gunaih sa mayi sthitah

The person (yah purusah) who knows the Paramatma (veda
atmanam) situated in the self (santam atma-stham), though
situated in the body (prakrti-sthah api), is not atfected by gunas
of the body (na ajyate tad-gunaih), since he is situated in me (sah
mayi sthitah).



Summary of Lord’s Instructions to Prthu Maharaj

Please forgive Indra as
he is praying for
forgiveness (2)

¥

Intelligent devotees do
not harm others as

they do not identify
with body (3)

¥

dirghaya vrddha

sevaya — Service to
Elders (4-5)

*

How <can such a
person, who is not
attached to his body,
be attached to things

or people related to
this body? (6)

Where did he get this
realization from?

Result of acting under
bodily identification
(due to illusion
created by maya) is
useless labor. (4)

¥

But an intelligent man

is not attached to this
body.

*

Because he has the
realization that this
body arises from
actions due to desire

arising from ignorance.

¥

Such people with
knowledge of body

and soul can equip
themselves further
with knowledge of the
super-soul (7)

¥

A person endowed
with that knowledge of
the Super-soul, though
situated in the body, is
not affected by the
gunas (8)




14.20.9 ||
yah sva-dharmena marn nityam
nirasih sraddhayanvitah
bhajate Sanakais tasya
mano rajan prasidati

O King (rajan)! One who, without material desire (yah nirasih),
worships me regularly (mam nityam bhajate) with faith

(Srad

dhayanvitah) through his duties (sva-dharmena) gradually

deve]

ops a satistied mind (Sanakaih tasya manah prasidati).



Il 4.20.10 ||
parityakta-gunah samyag
darsano visadasayah
santirh me samavasthanam
brahma kaivalyam asnute

Being devoid of the influence of the gunas (parityakta-gunah),
seeing correctly (samyag darsanah), with pure mind (visada
asayah), he attains peace ($antirnh asnute), a position of non-
ditference (me sama avasthanam) called Brahman or kaivalya
(brahma kaivalyam).



I 4.20.11 ||
udasinam ivadhyaksam
dravya-jiiana-kriyatmanam
kiita-stham imam atmanam
yo vedapnoti sSobhanam

One who knows (yah veda) the inditferent jiva (udasinam) as the
superintendent (adhyaksam) of the mind along with gross
organs, subtle sense organs and sense devatas (dravya-jiana-
kriyatmanam) and knows the Paramatma (kata-stham imam
atmanarn) attains release from this world (apnoti Sobhanam).



I 4.20.12 ||
bhinnasya lingasya guna-pravaho
dravya-kriya-karaka-cetanatmanah
drstasu sampatsu vipatsu siirayo
na vikriyante mayi baddha-sauhrdah

Samsara takes place (guna-pravahah) only because of
identification with the subtle body (bhinnasya lingasya),
composed of intelligence, sense objects, sense organs and sense
devatas (dravya-kriya-karaka-cetana-atmanah). The devotees
(stirayah), bound to me by friendship (mayi baddha-sauhrdah),
are not disturbed (na vikriyante) on seeing the happiness and
distress of this world (drstasu sampatsu vipatsu).




Summary of Lord’s Instructions to Prthu Maharaj

Please forgive Indra as
he is praying for
forgiveness (2)

¥

Intelligent devotees do
not harm others as

they do not identify
with body (3)

¥

dirghaya vrddha

sevaya — Service to
Elders (4-5)

*

How <can such a
person, who is not
attached to his body,
be attached to things

or people related to
this body? (6)

Where did he get this
realization from?

Result of acting under
bodily identification
(due to illusion
created by maya) is
useless labor. (4)

¥

But an intelligent man

is not attached to this
body.

*

Because he has the
realization that this
body arises from
actions due to desire

arising from ignorance.

¥

Such people with
knowledge of body

and soul can equip
themselves further
with knowledge of the
super-soul (7)

¥

A person endowed
with that knowledge of
the Super-soul, though
situated in the body, is
not affected by the
gunas (8)




Summary of Lord’s Instructions to Prthu Maharaj (Contd.)

Having realized the
above knowledge, one
then endeavors by the
practice of BM] (as
described in chapter
3.27) (9)

\ 4

The result of such a
practice endowed with

pure mind and perfect
vision is peace of
merging into Brahman

(10)
\ 4

How can the Jiva be
free of Samsara just by
being indifferent to
body and senses,
while superintending

them?

*

This is because,
samsara occurs only
due to identification
with the subtle body.
By detaching from it
one overcomes
samsara (12)

Such a person attains
liberation (11)

What is that perfect
vision? (11)

*

He knows the jiva as

the superintendent of
the body and senses
and also knows the
supersoul. (11)

¥

While Jnanis have to
strive for liberation
from samsara,

devotees easily attain
it without striving for

it (12)

4

This is because they
are bound to the Lord
by loving friendship
(12)




I 4.20.13 ||
samah samanottama-madhyamadhamah
sukhe ca duhkhe ca jitendriyasayah
mayopaklptakhila-loka-samyuto
vidhatsva virakhila-loka-raksanam

O hero (vira)! Being equal in happiness and distress (samah
sukhe ca duhkhe ca), treating the high, middle and low living
entities  equally  (samana  uttama-madhyama-adhamah),
controlling mind and senses (jita-indriya-asayah), equipped with
(sarhyutah) all types ot persons supplied by me (maya-upaklpta-
akhila-loka), please engage in protecting all the people (vidhatsva
akhila-loka-raksanam).




1 4.20.14 ||
Sreyah praja-palanam eva rajio
yat samparaye sukrtat sastham amsam
hartanyatha hrta-punyah prajanam
araksita kara-haro 'gham atti

[t is most beneficial for the King to protect the population (praja-
palanam eva rajno Sreyah), because he enjoys one sixth of the
pious acts of the citizens (yat sukrtat sastham ams$am) in the
next life (samparaye). Otherwise (anyatha), not protecting the
citizens (araksita prajanam), they take his pious acts (harta hrta-
punyah) and he suffers their sin (kara-harah agham atti).




I 4.20.15 ||
evam dvijagryanumatanuvrtta-
dharma-pradhano myatamo 'vitasyah
hrasvena kalena grhopayatan
drastasi siddhan anurakta-lokah

Being the leader in dharma (dharma-pradhanah) traditionally
handed down (anuvrtta) and approved by the best of brahmanas
(dvija-agrya-anumata), being unattached to your position
(anyatamo), protecting the earth (asyah avita), and being loved
by the people (anurakta-lokah), you will see great saints (drastasi
siddhan) coming to your house (grha upayatan) in a short time
(hrasvena kalena).



1 4.20.16 ||
varam ca mat kaficana manavendra
vrnisva te 'ham guna-sila-yantritah
nahar makhair vai sulabhas tapobhir
yogena va yat sama-citta-varti

O King of men (manava indra)! Ask any benediction from me
(varam ca mat kaficana vrnisva). [ am controlled by your
qualities and nature (aham te guna-Sila-yantritah). 1 am not
easily attained by sacrifices, ditficult austerities or yoga (na aham
makhaih vai sulabhah tapobhir yogena va), since I am situated in
all their hearts neutrally (yat sama-citta-varti).



Summary of Lord’s Instructions to Prthu Maharaj

Please forgive Indra as
he is praying for
forgiveness (2)

¥

Intelligent devotees do
not harm others as

they do not identify
with body (3)

¥

dirghaya vrddha

sevaya — Service to
Elders (4-5)

*

How <can such a
person, who is not
attached to his body,
be attached to things

or people related to
this body? (6)

Where did he get this
realization from?

Result of acting under
bodily identification
(due to illusion
created by maya) is
useless labor. (4)

¥

But an intelligent man

is not attached to this
body.

*

Because he has the
realization that this
body arises from
actions due to desire

arising from ignorance.

¥

Such people with
knowledge of body

and soul can equip
themselves further
with knowledge of the
super-soul (7)

¥

A person endowed
with that knowledge of
the Super-soul, though
situated in the body, is
not affected by the
gunas (8)




Summary of Lord’s Instructions to Prthu Maharaj (Contd.)

Having realized the
above knowledge, one
then endeavors by the
practice of BM] (as
described in chapter
3.27) (9)

\ 4

The result of such a
practice endowed with

pure mind and perfect
vision is peace of
merging into Brahman

(10)
\ 4

How can the Jiva be
free of Samsara just by
being indifferent to
body and senses,
while superintending

them?

*

This is because,
samsara occurs only
due to identification
with the subtle body.
By detaching from it
one overcomes
samsara (12)

Such a person attains
liberation (11)

What is that perfect
vision? (11)

*

He knows the jiva as

the superintendent of
the body and senses
and also knows the
supersoul. (11)

¥

While Jnanis have to
strive for liberation
from samsara,

devotees easily attain
it without striving for

it (12)

4

This is because they
are bound to the Lord
by loving friendship
(12)




Summary of Lord’s Instructions to Prthu Maharaj (Contd.)

Because you are bound
to me by friendship, I
will give you some
instructions now (13)

Now, follow the
dharma and protect
the citizens (15)

¥

Protect all your
citizens by (A) Being
equipoised in
happiness and distress

(B) Being equal to all
citizens (®)
controlling your mind
and senses (13)

\ 4

You should protect
them because it will be
beneficial for you only

(14)

*

If you protect them
you will get a part of
their piety, and if you

don’t, they will share
your piety and you
will get their sins (14)

*

How is that?

By doing this (A) You
will be loved by your
citizens (B) Saintly
people will come and

give their association
to you (15)

\ 4

Now, because I am
very much controlled
by your qualities and
nature, ask for any
benediction from Me

(16)
\ 4

It is not easy to please

me through other
processes such as
yoga, jnana or tapa
(16)




1 4.20.17 ||
maitreya uvaca
sa ittham loka-guruna
visvaksenena visva-jit
anusasita adesarm
Sirasa jagrhe hareh

Maitreya said: When so instructed by the guru of the universe
(sa ittham loka-guruna anusasita), the Supreme Lord (hareh
visvaksenena), Prthu (sah visva-jit) accepted the instructions on
his head (adesam Sirasa jagrhe).



I 4.20.18 ||
spr$antarh padayoh premna
vriditam svena karmana
Sata-kraturn parisvajya
vidvesam visasarja ha

Affectionately embracing Indra (Sata-kraturm premna parisvajya),
who was ashamed of his actions (vriditam svena karmana) and

touched his feet (spréantam padayoh), he gave up hatred of Indra
(vidvesam visasarja ha).



| 4.20.19 ||
bhagavan atha visvatma
prthunopahrtarhanah
samujjihanaya bhaktya
grhita-caranambujah

Prthu offered all items (prthuna upahrta arhanah) to the
Supreme Lord, the soul of the universe (bhagavan atha
visvatma), and grasped his lotus feet (grhita-caranambujah) with
ever-increasing bhakti (samujjihanaya bhaktya).



Il 4.20.20 ||
prasthanabhimukho 'py enam
anugraha-vilambitah
pasyan padma-palasakso
na pratasthe suhrt satam

The Lord with lotus eyes (padma-palasa aksah), friend of the
devotees (suhrt satam), seeing Prthu (enam pasyan), was delayed
by his feelings of mercy (anugraha-vilambitah) as he was about to
leave (prasthana abhimukhah apy), and did not depart (na
pratasthe).




[ 4.20.21 ||
sa adi-rajo racitanjalir harim
vilokiturh nasakad asru-locanah
na kificanovaca sa baspa-viklavo
hrdopaguhyamum adhad avasthitah

The first King (sah adi-rajah), with folded hands (racita anjalih),
tears in his eyes (asru-locanah), could not see the Lord (harim
vilokiturm nasakad). Because his voice was choked (sah baspa-
viklavah), he could not speak (na kificana uvaca). He remained
standing (sah adhad avasthitah), embracing the Lord in his heart
(amum hrda upaguhya)



I 4.20.22 ||
athavamrjyasru-kala vilokayann
atrpta-drg-gocaram aha parusam

pada spréantam ksitim amsa unnate
vinyasta-hastagram uranga-vidvisah

Wiping away his tears (atha avamrjya asru-kala), Prthu saw the
Lord (purusam vilokayann), visible to his eyes which could not
be satistied (atrpta-drg-gocaram). The Lord’s feet were touching
the earth (pada sprsantarn ksitim) and his hand was placed

(vinyasta-hasta agram) on the elevated shoulder (arnsa unnate)
of Garuda (uranga-vidvisah).



Il 4.20.23 ||
prthur uvaca
varan vibho tvad varadesvarad budhah
katham vrnite guna-vikriyatmanam
ye narakanam api santi dehinam
tan isa kaivalya-pate vrne na ca

Prthu said: O Lord (vibho)! How can an intelligent person
(katharmn budhah) ask tfor benedictions from you (varan tvad
vrnite), the Lord who gives all benedictions (varada 1svarad)? O
Lord of liberation (kaivalya-pate)! 1 do mnot ask for those
benedictions (tan na vrne) which exist for people in hellish
existence (ye narakanam dehinam api santi), with minds which
are a transformation of the gunas (guna-vikriya-atmanam).



14.9.9 ||
nunam vimusta-matayas tava mayaya te
ye tvam bhavapyaya-vimoksanam anya-hetoh
arcanti kalpaka-tarum kunapopabhogyam
icchanti yat sparsajam niraye 'pi ninam

Those who worship you (ye tvam arcanti), giver of freedom from
birth and death (bhava-apyaya-vimoksanam), as it you were a
material desire tree (anya-hetoh kalpaka-tarur), and, through a
corpse-like body of human form (nfnam kunapa), desire
happiness arising from sense objects (icchanti yat sparsajam
upabhogyam) which is available to lower animals (niraye api),
are certainly cheated of their intelligence (ntnam vimusta-
matayah) by your maya (tava mayaya).



Il 4.20.24 ||
na kamaye natha tad apy ahar kvacin
na yatra yusmac-caranambujasavah
mahattamantar-hrdayan mukha-cyuto
vidhatsva karnayutam esa me varah

I do not desire anything, and especially I do not want liberation
(na kamaye natha tad apy aham kvacit), in which there is no
nectar of your lotus feet (na yatra yusmac-caranambuja asavah),
coming from the hearts of great devotees (mahat tama antar-
hrdayan) and falling from their mouths (mukha-cyuto). Give me
millions of ears (vidhatsva karnayutam). That is my request (esa
me varah).



14.9.10 |
ya nirvrtis tanu-bhrtam tava pada-padma-
dhyanad bhavaj-jana-katha-sravanena va syat
sa brahmani sva-mahimany api natha ma bhit
kim tv antakasi-lulitat patatarn vimanat

The bliss for your servant (ya nirvrtis tanu-bhrtam) that is
available from meditating on your lotus feet (tava pada-padma-
dhyanad) or from hearing about your pastimes from the devotees
(bhavad-jana-katha-sravanena va syat) is not available (sa api
ma bhit) in your form of greatness (sva-mahimani) known as
Brahman (brahmani), what to speak ot (kim tv) the happiness
for those who fall from the pleasures ot Svarga (antakasi-lulitat
patatam vimanat).



I 4.20.25]]
sa uttamasloka mahan-mukha-cyuto
bhavat-padambhoja-sudha kananilah
smrtim punar vismrta-tattva-vartmanarm
kuyoginam no vitaraty alam varaih

O most praised Lord (uttamasloka)! The topics falling from the
mouths of the great devotees (sa mahan-mukha-cyuto), or even
the wind touching a drop of nectar from your lotus feet (bhavat-
padambhoja sudha kana anilah), brings remembrance (smrtim
punar vitaraty) even for the bad yogis (kuyoginarm) who have
forgotten the truth you have just taught (vismrta-tattva-
vartmanam). Away with all these benedictions including
liberation (alam varaih)!



1 4.20.26 ||
yasah Sivam susrava arya-sangame
yadrcchaya copasrnoti te sakrt
katharh guna-jiio viramed vina pasurm
Srir yat pravavre guna-sangrahecchaya

Lord of auspicious fame (susrava)! What person (kathar),
having heard by chance (yadrcchaya ca upasrnoti), just once
(sakrt), your auspicious qualities (te Sivarn yasah) in the
association of devotees (arya-sangame), what person who knows
your qualities (katharm guna-jfiah), which even Laksmi accepts
(érir yat pravavre) with a desire to completely taste those
qualities (guna-sangraha icchaya), gives up that glorification
(viramed)? Only an animal would do so (vina pasum).



Theme IV — But the unfortunate Yogi gives up that form to attain
Liberation (3.28.34-44)

evam harau bhagavati pratilabdha-bhavo
bhaktya dravad-dhrdaya utpulakah pramodat
autkanthya-baspa-kalaya muhur ardyamanas
tac capi citta-badisarn sanakair viyunkte

The unfortunate yogi who has developed love for the Lord (evam
harau bhagavati pratilabdha-bhavah), full of all sweet qualities,
whose heart is somewhat soft because of devotion (bhaktya dravad-
dhrdaya), whose body hairs stand on end in ecstasy (utpulakah
pramodat), who is constantly overcome with intense tears of joy
(autkanthya-baspa-kalaya = muhuh  ardyamanah), gradually
withdraws ($anakaih viyunkte) his hook-like mind (citta-badisarm)
from the Lord’s form (tat).

Verse Summary: In spite of drowning in the ecstasy of the form of
the Lord, the unfortunate yogi tries to remove that form from his
mind.



Theme IV — Kapila criticizes Sakama Karma(3.32.16-21)

trai-vargikas te purusa
vimukha hari-medhasah

kathayam kathaniyoru-
vikramasya madhudvisah

These persons are interested in artha, dharma and kama (te
purusah trai-vargikah), and are averse (vimukha) to topics of the
Supreme Lord who knows how to destroy samsara (kathayarm
hari-medhasah), who is the killer of Madhu (madhudvisah), and
who is the most heroic lord (uru- vikramasya) worthy of praise
(kathaniya).



Il 4.20.27 ||
athabhaje tvakhila-pturusottamarm
gunalayam padma-kareva lalasah
apy avayor eka-pati-sprdhoh kalir
na syat krta-tvac-caranaika-tanayoh

Having great desire like Laksmi (padma-kara iva lalasah), with
complete purity I will worship the feet (atha abhaje) of you, the
Supreme Lord (tva akhila-parusottamarn), the abode of all
qualities (gunalayam). Perhaps there will be a competition
between us for one master (apy avayor eka-pati-sprdhoh kalih)?
No (na syat), we will both be tully concentrating on serving your
lotus feet (krta-tvat-carana-eka-tanayoh).



I 4.20.28 ||
jagaj-jananyam jagad-isa vaisasar
syad eva yat-karmani nah samihitam
karosi phalgv apy uru dina-vatsalah
sva eva dhisnye 'bhiratasya kim taya

O Lord of the universe (jagad-isa)! The mother of the universe
(jagaj-jananyarn) may become angry (vaisasam syad) that I desire
her service (yat-karmani nah samihitam). Affectionate to the
miserable (dina-vatsalah), you make great those who are small
(phalgv apy uru karosi). What use do I have for her (kim taya),
since 1 have your power behind me (sva eva dhisnye
abhiratasya)?



Il BRS 3.2.54 ||
pralamba-ripur 1$varo bhavatu ka krtis tena me
kumara-makara-dhvajad api na kificid aste phalam |
kim anyad aham uddhatah prabhu-krpa-kataksa-sriya
priya parisad-agrimam na ganayami bhamam api ||

Balarama, enemy of Pralamba, may be the Supreme Lord
(pralamba-ripur isvaro bhavatu), but what use do I have for him
(ka krtis tena me)? What can I gain from the prince Pradyumna
(kumara-makara-dhvajad api na kincid aste phalam)? Since 1
have been elevated (aham uddhatah) by the wealth of Krsna’s
glance of mercy (prabhu-krpa-kataksa-sriya), I do not give regard
(na ganayami) even to Satyabhama (bhamam api), the head of all
Krsna’s tollowers (priya parisad-agrimam).




Il 4.20.29 ||
bhajanty atha tvam ata eva sadhavo
vyudasta-maya-guna-vibhramodayam
bhavat-padanusmaranad rte satam
nimittam anyad bhagavan na vidmahe

The devotees worship you (bhajanty atha tvam ata eva sadhavo),
who destroy the abundant illusions (vyudasta vibhrama) arising
from the gunas of maya (maya guna udayam). For the devotees
(satam), I do not know (na vidmahe) any result (anyad
nimittam) from worshipping you (implied) except remembrance
of your lotus feet (bhavat-pada anusmaranad rte).



1 4.20.30I|
manye giram te jagatarn vimohinim
varar vrnisveti bhajantam attha yat
vaca nu tantya yadi te jano 'sitah
katham punah karma karoti mohitah

[ think that your words (manye te giram) “Please choose a
benediction (varam vrnisva iti)” are bewildering to the world
(jagatarmm bhajantam vimohinim). Unless a person is bound by
Your words (yadi janah te vaca nu tantya asitah), how can he
continue to do such actions (katham karma karoti) repeatedly
(punah) under illusion (mohitah).




Il 4.20.31]]
tvan-mayayaddha jana isa khandito
yad anyad asasta rtatmano 'budhah
yatha cared bala-hitam pita svayam
tatha tvam evarhasi nah samihitum

O Lord (isa)! Since toolish people (yad abudhah janah), injured
by your maya (tvan-mayaya addha khanditah), desire things
other than worshipping you (anyad asasta rta atmano), you
should choose (without asking us) what is for our benefit (tatha
tvam eva arhasi nah samihitum), just as a father acts for the
benetit of his son (yatha cared bala-hitarnh pita svayam).



Prthu Maharaj’s Prayers to Lord Visnu

23. How can any intelligent person who knows that you are the Lord of
liberation ask for any material benetits, which is available even to the
residents of hell?

Oh! So, do you want liberation?

24. Certainly not.

But why?

24. In that situation, there is no nectar of Krsna katha that emanates from
the hearts of your great devotees. Instead, give me millions of ears to
hear all the katha, wherever it may happen.

But, why don’t you desire liberation which is rarely achieved?
25. What to speak of the Krsna katha itself, even the breeze that has

touched a drop of that nectar brings remembrance to the bad yogis who
have forgotten about you. Enough with all other benedictions.



Prthu Maharaj’s Prayers to Lord Visnu

But, why be a bad yogi? Be a good yogi and accept liberation which is
desired by all great yogis? What is there in hearing my glories?

26. Any person who even once hears Your glories in the association of
devotees, even by chance, does not want to give it up. Even Lakshmi
doesn’t give up hearing Your glories. This is the proof that hearing Your
glories is far more valuable than liberation.

27. Therefore, give me pure devotional service, and that too the same
service as Laksmi, i.e. worshipping Your feet.

But, won’t there be competition between the two of you for the same
master?

27. Perhaps. But because I will be fully concentrating on serving Your feet I
will not fight.



Prthu Maharaj’s Prayers to Lord Visnu

28. But Mother Laksmi might become angry that I desire her service.

Of course! You are just a novice, but she is experienced. You are low and she is
exalted. Why do you compete with her?

28. True. But just as you took my side in the quarrel with Indra, you should
favour me in this case as well. I am dina and you are dina vatsala. Therefore
you should support me.

Are you not afraid of her anger?

28. Since 1 possess your support, why should I be afraid? My strength is your
great mercy.

29. Not only me, but all devotees worship You only for devotional service, and by
that worship you destroy all the other material desires in them.

Then what is the result of such worship?

29. The result is remembering Your Lotus feet since the happiness derived from
that derides all other happiness.



Prthu Maharaj’s Prayers to Lord Visnu

30. Though the devotees will ask only for devotional service
from you, still, do not give them the choice of asking for a
benediction.

Why?

30.This is Dbecause, some immature devotee, out of
bewilderment, may ask for something other than devotion
and be permanently cheated of your bhakti rasa

31. Therefore, just as a father would act for the benefit of his
child, you should do what is most benetficial for us, without
asking us.



I 4.20.32]]
maitreya uvaca
ity adi-rajena nutah sa visva-drk
tam aha rajan mayi bhaktir astu te
distyedrsi dhir mayi te krta yaya
mayam madiyam tarati sma dustyajam

Maitreya said: After being praised by Prthu in this way (ity adi-
rajena nutah), the Lord, seer of the whole universe (sah visva-
drk), said (tam aha), “O King (rdajan)! May you have bhakti to me
(mayi bhaktir astu te)! By good fortune (distya) you have placed
me in (mayi te krta) fine intelligence (1drsi dhih) by which one
can cross (yaya tarati sma) My insurmountable maya (madiyarm
mayar dustyajam).



Il 4.20.33||
tat tvam kuru mayadistam
apramattah prajapate
mad-adesa-karo lokah
sarvatrapnoti Sobhanam

O protector of the population (prajapate)! With great attention
(apramattah), do as I have instructed (tvam kuru maya adistam).
Persons who follow my instruction (mad-adesa-karo lokah) attain
the highest benefit under all conditions (sarvatra apnoti
sobhanam).



| 4.20.34]|

maitreya uvaca
iti vainyasya rajarseh
pratinandyarthavad vacah
pijito 'nugrhitvainam
gantum cakre 'cyuto matim

Maitreya said: Accepting the meaningtul words (pratinandya
arthavad vacah) of Prthu (vainyasya), the sage among kings
(rajarseh), and being worshipped by him (pajitah), after showing
favor to Prthu (anugrhitva enarn), the Lord decided to leave
(acyutah ganturm matim cakre).



1 4.20.35-36 ||
devarsi-pitr-gandharva-
siddha-carana-pannagah
kinnarapsaraso martyah
khaga bhutany anekasah

yajiiesvara-dhiya rajna

vag-vittanjali-bhaktitah
sabhajita yayuh sarve

vaikunthanugatas tatah

With devotion (bhaktitah), Prthu worshipped (rajna sabhajita) the devatas,
Pitrs, Gandharvas (devarsi-pitr-gandharva), Siddhas, Caranas, Nagas
(siddha-carana-pannagah), Kinnaras Apsards, human beings (kinnara
apsaraso martyah), birds and many other living entities (khaga bhutany
anekasah), by tolding his hands (anjali), by his words and by wealth (vag-
vitta), thinking of them as representatives of the Lord of sacrifice
(yajnesvara-dhiya). Obedient to the Lord (vaikuntha anugatah), they all left
that place (sarve tatah yayuh).



1 4.20.37]|
bhagavan api rajarseh
sopadhyayasya cacyutah
harann iva mano 'musya
sva-dhama pratyapadyata

The Lord (bhagavan acyutah), who had captured the minds
(mano harann iva) of Prthu and the teachers (rajarseh sa
upadhyayasya), also left for his abode (api sva-dhama
pratyapadyata).



Il 4.20.38l|
adrstaya namaskrtya
nrpah sandarsitatmane
avyaktaya ca devanam
devaya sva-puram yayau

Oftfering respects (namaskrtya) to the Lord, the lord of the
devatas (devanam devaya), who is not visible to material eyes
(adrstaya), and who was invisible to others (avyaktaya) but still
visible to Prthu (nrpah sandarsitatmane), the King returned to
his house (sva-puram yayau).



