
Chapter Twenty one

Instructions by Mahäräja 
Påthu



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.1 ||
maitreya uväca

mauktikaiù kusuma-sragbhir
dukülaiù svarëa-toraëaiù
mahä-surabhibhir dhüpair
maëòitaà tatra tatra vai

Maitreya said: The city was decorated (maëòitaà) with pearls,
flower garlands (mauktikaiù kusuma-sragbhir), cloth, golden
arches (dukülaiù svarëa-toraëaiù), and fragrant incense (mahä-
surabhibhir dhüpair) in various places (tatra tatra).



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.2 ||
candanäguru-toyärdra-
rathyä-catvara-märgavat

puñpäkñata-phalais tokmair
läjair arcirbhir arcitam

Its roads and intersections (rathyä-catvara-märgavat) were wet
(ärdra) with sandalwood and aguru scent (candana-aguru-toya),
and decorated (arcitam) with flowers, raw rice, fruits, barley
shoots (puñpa-akñata-phalaih-tokmaih), popped rice (läjaih) and
lamps (arcirbhih).



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.3 ||
savåndaiù kadalé-stambhaiù

püga-potaiù pariñkåtam
taru-pallava-mäläbhiù

sarvataù samalaìkåtam

The city was decorated everywhere (sarvataù samalaìkåtam)
with banana stalks (kadalé-stambhaiù) including their fruits and
flowers (sa-våndaiù), with young betel trees (püga-potaiù), and
with strings of young leaves (taru-pallava-mäläbhiù).



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.4 ||
prajäs taà dépa-balibhiù
sambhåtäçeña-maìgalaiù
abhéyur måñöa-kanyäç ca
måñöa-kuëòala-maëòitäù

The citizens and pure young girls (prajäh måñöa-kanyäh ca),
decorated with bright earrings (måñöa-kuëòala-maëòitäù),
approached Påthu (taà abhéyuh) with lamps (dépa-balibhiù) and
many auspicious articles (sambhåta açeña-maìgalaiù).



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.5 ||
çaìkha-dundubhi-ghoñeëa
brahma-ghoñeëa cartvijäm

viveça bhavanaà véraù
stüyamäno gata-smayaù

To the sound of conches, drums (çaìkha-dundubhi-ghoñeëa) and
the priests chanting Vedic mantras (brahma-ghoñeëa ca rtvijäm),
the King (véraù), praised but not proud (stüyamänah gata-
smayaù), entered the palace (viveça bhavanaà).



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.6 ||
püjitaù püjayäm äsa

tatra tatra mahä-yaçäù
pauräï jänapadäàs täàs tän

prétaù priya-vara-pradaù

After being worshipped (täàs tän püjitaù), Påthu, pleased and
giving desired blessings (prétaù priya-vara-pradaù), worshipped
(püjayäm äsa) the famous and common citizens (mahä-yaçäù
pauräï jänapadän) here and there (tatra tatra).



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.7 ||
sa evam ädény anavadya-ceñöitaù

karmäëi bhüyäàsi mahän mahattamaù
kurvan çaçäsävani-maëòalaà yaçaù

sphétaà nidhäyäruruhe paraà padam

Påthu, the greatest among the great (sah mahän mahattamaù),
performing faultless actions (anavadya-ceñöitaù) from the
beginning (ädény) and executing many rituals (kurvan karmäëi
bhüyäàsi), ruled the whole earth (çaçäsa avani-maëòalaà).
Achieving widespread fame (nidhäya sphétaà yaçaù), he then
attained the Lord (äruruhe paraà padam).



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.8 ||
süta uväca

tad ädi-räjasya yaço vijåmbhitaà
guëair açeñair guëavat-sabhäjitam
kñattä mahä-bhägavataù sadaspate

kauñäravià präha gåëantam arcayan

Süta said: O Çaunaka (sadas pate)! After worshipping Maitreya
(kauñäravià arcayan) who had described in detail (gåëantam)
the glories of Påthu (tad ädi-räjasya guëaih), adored (guëavat-
sabhäjitam) by highly qualified persons (açeñair guëair
vijåmbhitaà), the great devotee Vidura then spoke (kñattä mahä-
bhägavataù präha).



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.9 ||
vidura uväca

so 'bhiñiktaù påthur viprair
labdhäçeña-surärhaëaù

bibhrat sa vaiñëavaà tejo
bähvor yäbhyäà dudoha gäm

Vidura said: Enthroned by the brähmaëas (vipraih abhiñiktaù),
worshipped by numerous devatäs (labdha açeña-sura arhaëaù),
Påthu received Viñëu’s strength (påthuh bibhrat sa vaiñëavaà
tejah) in his arms (bähvoh) with which he milked the earth
(yäbhyäà dudoha gäm).



Theme I – Citizens receive Prthu Maharaj and Vidura asks 
further questions about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.1-10)

|| 4.21.10 ||
ko nv asya kértià na çåëoty abhijïo
yad-vikramocchiñöam açeña-bhüpäù

lokäù sa-pälä upajévanti kämam
adyäpi tan me vada karma çuddham

What intelligent person (kah nu abhijïah) will not hear Påthu’s
glories (asya kértià na çåëoty)? Even now (adya api), the
devatäs and planets (lokäù sa-pälä) maintain their lives
(upajévanti) with the desirable remnants (kämam ucchiñöam)
produced by his valiant action (yad açeña-bhüpäù vikrama).
Please tell me of his pure actions (tan me vada karma çuddham).



Theme II – Maitreya speaks about the rule of Prthu Maharaj 
(4.21.11-20)

|| 4.21.11 ||
gaìgä-yamunayor nadyor

antarä kñetram ävasan
ärabdhän eva bubhuje
bhogän puëya-jihäsayä

Maitreya said: Living (ävasan) in the land between the Gaìgä
and Yamunä Rivers (gaìgä-yamunayor nadyor antarä kñetram),
Påthu experienced enjoyment (bhogän bubhuje), thinking of it as
karma (ärabdhän eva) for exhausting the results of his previous
pious actions (puëya-jihäsayä).



Theme II – Maitreya speaks about the rule of Prthu Maharaj 
(4.21.11-20)

|| 4.21.12 ||
sarvaträskhalitädeçaù

sapta-dvépaika-daëòa-dhåk
anyatra brähmaëa-kuläd

anyaträcyuta-gotrataù

His order went unchallenged everywhere (sarvatra askhalita
ädeçaù), and possesed the authority over all in the seven islands
on the surface of the globe (sapta-dvépa eka-daëòa-dhåk) except
the brähmaëas and Vaiñëavas (anyatra brähmaëa-kuläd anyatra
acyuta-gotrataù).



Theme II – Maitreya speaks about the rule of Prthu Maharaj 
(4.21.11-20)

|| 4.21.13 ||
ekadäsén mahä-satra-

dékñä tatra divaukasäm
samäjo brahmarñéëäà ca

räjarñéëäà ca sattama

One time there was a great sacrificial performance (ekadä äsét
mahä-satra-dékñä). At that place (tatra) the devatäs (diva
okasäm) and an assembly of saintly brähmaëas (samäjo brahma
rñéëäà ca) and saintly kings were present (räja rñéëäà ca).



Theme II – Maitreya speaks about the rule of Prthu Maharaj 
(4.21.11-20)

|| 4.21.14 ||
tasminn arhatsu sarveñu
sv-arciteñu yathärhataù
utthitaù sadaso madhye

täräëäm uòuräò iva

There (tasminn), Påthu stood up (utthitaù) in the assembly
among the great persons worthy of worship (arhatsu sarveñu
sadaso madhye), who had been worshipped (su-arciteñu)
befitting to their status (yathä arhataù), like the moon among the
stars (täräëäm uòuräò iva).



Theme II – Maitreya speaks about the rule of Prthu Maharaj 
(4.21.11-20)

|| 4.21.15 ||
präàçuù pénäyata-bhujo
gauraù kaïjäruëekñaëaù

sunäsaù sumukhaù saumyaù
pénäàsaù sudvija-smitaù

He was tall (präàçuù), with long, thick arms (péna-äyata-
bhujah), fair complexion (gauraù), and red lotus eyes (kaïja-
aruëa ékñaëaù). He had a graceful nose (sunäsaù), a beautiful,
cheerful face (sumukhaù saumyaù), thick shoulders (péna
aàsaù) and a smile with beautiful teeth (sudvija-smitaù).



Theme II – Maitreya speaks about the rule of Prthu Maharaj 
(4.21.11-20)

|| 4.21.16 ||
vyüòha-vakñä båhac-chroëir

vali-valgu-dalodaraù
ävarta-näbhir ojasvé

käïcanorur udagra-pät

He had a broad chest (vyüòha-vakñä), large waist (båhac-
chroëir), an abdomen shaped like a banyan leaf with three lines
(vali-valgu-dala udaraù), a twirled navel (ävarta-näbhir), golden
thighs (ojasvé käïcana üruh) and feet raised in front (udagra-
pät).



Theme II – Maitreya speaks about the rule of Prthu Maharaj 
(4.21.11-20)

|| 4.21.17 ||
sükñma-vakräsita-snigdha-

mürdhajaù kambu-kandharaù
mahä-dhane dukülägrye

paridhäyopavéya ca

He had fine (sükñma), black (asita), curly (vakra), glossy hair
(snigdha mürdhajaù). His neck was like a conch (kambu-
kandharaù). He was wearing valuable cloth (mahä-dhane duküla
agrye) on his lower and upper body (paridhäya upavéya ca).



Theme II – Maitreya speaks about the rule of Prthu Maharaj (4.21.11-20)

|| 4.21.18-20 ||
vyaïjitäçeña-gätra-çrér 

niyame nyasta-bhüñaëaù
kåñëäjina-dharaù çrémän

kuça-päëiù kåtocitaù

çiçira-snigdha-täräkñaù
samaikñata samantataù

ücivän idam urvéçaù
sadaù saàharñayann iva

cäru citra-padaà çlakñëaà
måñöaà güòham aviklavam

sarveñäm upakärärthaà
tadä anuvadann iva

Showing unlimited beauty in his limbs (vyaïjitäçeña-gätra-çréh), wearing ornaments expertly placed
(niyame nyasta-bhüñaëaù), wearing a black deer skin (kåñëa ajina-dharaù) and shining with kuça on
his finger (çrémän kuça-päëiù) when required (kåta ucitaù), the ruler of the earth (urvéçaù), who had
charming pupils in his eyes (tärä akñaù) as cooling as dew (çiçira-snigdha), glanced around
(samaikñata samantataù). Giving joy to the assembly (sadaù saàharñayann iva), he resonantly spoke
(tadä anuvadann ücivän) attractive, delightful words (cäru citra-padaà) which were ornamented with
beautiful syllables (måñöaà çlakñëaà), faultless (aviklavam), full of allusions (güòham), and which
were easy to understand, for the benefit of all present (sarveñäm upakärärthaà).



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.21 ||
räjoväca

sabhyäù çåëuta bhadraà vaù
sädhavo ya ihägatäù

satsu jijïäsubhir dharmam
ävedyaà sva-manéñitam

The King said: O assembly (sabhyäù), devotees who have
gathered here (sädhavo ya iha ägatäù)! Good fortune to you
(bhadraà vaù). Please listen (çåëuta)! In the presence of
devotees (satsu), those who are inquisitive for truth (jijïäsubhih)
should announce the principles (dharmam ävedyaà) which they
have carefully considered (sva-manéñitam).



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.22 ||
ahaà daëòa-dharo räjä
prajänäm iha yojitaù
rakñitä våttidaù sveñu
setuñu sthäpitä påthak

I have been engaged by the Lord (ahaà yojitaù) as the punisher
of the citizens (prajänäm daëòa-dharo räjä), as the protector of
the citizens (rakñitä), as the giver of occupations (sveñu våttidaù)
and as the establisher of rules of varëäçrama (påthak setuñu
sthäpitä).



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.23 ||
tasya me tad-anuñöhänäd
yän ähur brahma-vädinaù
lokäù syuù käma-sandohä

yasya tuñyati diñöa-dåk

From executing all my duties (tasya tad-anuñöhänäd), all the
places which the followers of the Vedas describe (yän lokäù ähuh
brahma-vädinaù), which fulfill my desires (käma-sandohä), will
be mine (me syuù), since I will please the Lord (yasya tuñyati
diñöa-dåk).



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 1

• Oh assembled devotees! I am not ordering you, rather I am inquisitive to
know about the principles of dharma.

• In such an assembly, the inquisitive people should reveal the topics of
dharma after considering them carefully.

• This is important since one cannot come to the right conclusion by
oneself.

• But, you are worthy of our worship. How can we instruct you?

• No. Just like you have been engaged by the Lord in various occupations,
I have similarly been engaged to protect the citizens, establish the rules
of Varnasrama etc.

• If I execute my duties, then the Lord will be pleased and I will attain a
desirable destination after death.



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.24 ||
ya uddharet karaà räjä

prajä dharmeñv açikñayan
prajänäà çamalaà bhuìkte
bhagaà ca svaà jahäti saù

The King (räjä) who levies taxes (ya uddharet karaà) without
teaching the citizens about the principles of dharma (prajä
dharmeñv açikñayan) suffers the sins of the citizens (prajänäà
çamalaà bhuìkte) and loses his own good fortune (bhagaà ca
svaà jahäti saù).



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.25 ||
tat prajä bhartå-piëòärthaà

svärtham evänasüyavaù
kurutädhokñaja-dhiyas

tarhi me 'nugrahaù kåtaù

Citizens (prajä)! Therefore (tat), perform (kuruta) your duties
(sva artham) without envy (anasüyavaù), for the welfare of me,
your protector, after death (bhartå-piëòa arthaà). Thinkers of
the Lord (adhokñaja-dhiyah)! By that, you will show me mercy
(tarhi me anugrahaù kåtaù).



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.26 ||
yüyaà tad anumodadhvaà

pitå-devarñayo 'maläù
kartuù çästur anujïätus

tulyaà yat pretya tat phalam

I request you (yüyaà) pure devatäs, Pitås and sages (amaläù pitå-
deva-rñayo) to approve of this (tad anumodadhvaà), for after
death (pretya) the result is equally shared (yat phalam tulyaà)
by the performer (kartuù), the person who gives him the order
(çästuh), and the one who approves it (tat anujïätuh).



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 1

• Oh assembled devotees! I am not ordering you, rather I am inquisitive to
know about the principles of dharma.

• In such an assembly, the inquisitive people should reveal the topics of
dharma after considering them carefully.

• This is important since one cannot come to the right conclusion by
oneself.

• But, you are worthy of our worship. How can we instruct you?

• No. Just like you have been engaged by the Lord in various occupations,
I have similarly been engaged to protect the citizens, establish the rules
of Varnasrama etc.

• If I execute my duties, then the Lord will be pleased and I will attain a
desirable destination after death.



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 2

• Amongst all my duties, my chief and important duty is to give dharma
siksa.

• If I just collect taxes without giving dharma siksa, then I will get the sins
of my prajas and they will take my piety

• Therefore, the dharma siksa that I am giving all my citizens is that:
a. Place your mind and intelligence in the Supreme Lord
b. Without envy
c. For my welfare
d. Perform your prescribed duties

• Oh sages, pitas and devas! Please consider this order of mine and give
your approval.

• If something goes wrong in the execution of the duties then (a) Prajas -
Doer (b) King – giver of order (c) Sages, Devas and Pitas- approver – All
three of them share the result equally



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.27 ||
asti yajïa-patir näma

keñäïcid arha-sattamäù
ihämutra ca lakñyante

jyotsnävatyaù kvacid bhuvaù

O most respectable persons (arha-sattamäù)! According to some
authorities (keñäïcid), the Supreme Lord, the master of sacrifice,
exists (asti yajïa-patir näma). This can be observed (lakñyante)
by the presence of beautiful bodies (jyotsnävatyaù) in this life
and the next (iha amutra ca) in some place (kvacid bhuvaù).



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 3

• But, how can you institute the worship of the Lord, for Vena destroyed
it?

• Some authorities believe in the existence of the Supreme Lord, yajna-
pati.

• But, What is the proof?

• Without Lord there could be no variety in this universe. Some people
have beautiful bodies, while some have ugly bodies.

• But that is due to their Karma. How can that prove the existence of
God?

• Karma, being material and unconscious, cannot give different results.
• Also, the devatas are not independent.
• Thus, one should conclude that the variety is due to the Supreme Lord



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens (4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.28-30 ||
manor uttänapädasya

dhruvasyäpi mahépateù
priyavratasya räjarñer

aìgasyäsmat-pituù pituù

édåçänäm athänyeñäm
ajasya ca bhavasya ca
prahlädasya baleç cäpi
kåtyam asti gadäbhåtä 

dauhiträdén åte måtyoù
çocyän dharma-vimohitän
varga-svargäpavargäëäà
präyeëaikätmya-hetunä

This is also the conclusion (api kåtyam) of Manu, Uttänapäda (manor uttänapädasya), King Dhruva
(dhruvasya api mahépateù), the saintly king Priyavrata (priyavratasya räjarñeh), my grandfather
Aìga (aìgasya asmat-pituù pituù), many other great persons (édåçänäm atha anyeñäm), Brahmä, Çiva
(ajasya ca bhavasya ca), Prahläda and Bali (prahlädasya baleh ca api)—but not those lamentable
persons (åte çocyän) straying from dharma (dharma-vimohitän) like Vena (måtyoù dauhitra ädén).
The achievements of artha, dharma, käma, Svarga and mokña (varga-svarga apavargäëäà) are
generally given (präyeëa asti) by the independent Supreme Lord (eka ätmya-hetunä), holder of the
club (gadäbhåtä).



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.31 ||
yat-päda-seväbhirucis tapasvinäm
açeña-janmopacitaà malaà dhiyaù
sadyaù kñiëoty anvaham edhaté saté
yathä padäìguñöha-viniùsåtä sarit

Like the water flowing from the big toe of the Lord (yathä pada
aìguñöha-viniùsåtä sarit), a taste of service to the Lord’s feet (yat-
päda-sevä abhirucih) immediately destroys (sadyaù kñiëoty) the
contamination in the intelligence (dhiyaù malaà) of the
performers of austerity (tapasvinäm), which has been acquired
through unlimited births (açeña-janma upacitaà). Day by day
that spiritual taste increases (anvaham edhaté saté).



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.32 ||
vinirdhutäçeña-mano-malaù pumän

asaìga-vijïäna-viçeña-véryavän
yad-aìghri-müle kåta-ketanaù punar
na saàsåtià kleça-vahäà prapadyate

One who takes shelter of the Lord’s feet (yad-aìghri-müle kåta-
ketanaù pumän), with mind cleansed of unlimited dirt (manah
vinirdhuta açeña-malaù), and who is strong (véryavän) in
detachment from enjoyment (asaìga) and realization of the
beauty of the Lord’s form (vijïäna-viçeña), does not surrender (na
prapadyate) again (punar) to material life (saàsåtià) full of
suffering (kleça-vahäà).



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 1

• Oh assembled devotees! I am not ordering you, rather I am inquisitive to
know about the principles of dharma.

• In such an assembly, the inquisitive people should reveal the topics of
dharma after considering them carefully.

• This is important since one cannot come to the right conclusion by
oneself.

• But, you are worthy of our worship. How can we instruct you?

• No. Just like you have been engaged by the Lord in various occupations,
I have similarly been engaged to protect the citizens, establish the rules
of Varnasrama etc.

• If I execute my duties, then the Lord will be pleased and I will attain a
desirable destination after death.



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 2

• Amongst all my duties, my chief and important duty is to give dharma
siksa.

• If I just collect taxes without giving dharma siksa, then I will get the sins
of my prajas and they will take my piety

• Therefore, the dharma siksa that I am giving all my citizens is that:
a. Place your mind and intelligence in the Supreme Lord
b. Without envy
c. For my welfare
d. Perform your prescribed duties

• Oh sages, pitas and devas! Please consider this order of mine and give
your approval.

• If something goes wrong in the execution of the duties then (a) Prajas -
Doer (b) King – giver of order (c) Sages, Devas and Pitas- approver – All
three of them share the result equally



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 3

• But, how can you institute the worship of the Lord, for Vena destroyed
it?

• Some authorities believe in the existence of the Supreme Lord, yajna-
pati.

• But, What is the proof?

• Without Lord there could be no variety in this universe. Some people
have beautiful bodies, while some have ugly bodies.

• But that is due to their Karma. How can that prove the existence of
God?

• Karma, being material and unconscious, cannot give different results.
• Also, the devatas are not independent.
• Thus, one should conclude that the variety is due to the Supreme Lord



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 4

• Who are those authorities who believe in this view point?

• Manu, Uttanapada, Dhruva, Priyavrata, Anga, Brahma, Siva, Prahlada,
Bali etc.

• All except lamentable persons who stray away from dharma – like Vena

• Also, all achievements of dharma, artha, kama and moksa are given by
the Lord

• A taste for serving that Lord’s lotus feet immediately destroys the
contaminated intelligence.

• Day by day that taste increases.

• And, one who takes shelter of that Lotus feet with a pure mind,
detachment and a strong realization of the Lord’s form doesn’t surrender
again to material life



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.33 ||
tam eva yüyaà bhajatätma-våttibhir

mano-vacaù-käya-guëaiù sva-karmabhiù
amäyinaù käma-dughäìghri-paìkajaà

yathädhikärävasitärtha-siddhayaù

You who are sincere (amäyinaù) and who have determined the
goal to be achieved (avasita artha-siddhayaù) according to your
varëa and äçrama (yathä adhikära) should worship that Lord
(tam eva bhajata), whose lotus feet fulfil all desires (käma-dughä
aìghri-paìkajaà), by means of your occupational duties (sva-
karmabhiù), your livelihood (ätma-våttibhih), and devotional
activities involving the mind, voice and body (mano-vacaù-käya-
guëaiù).



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.34 ||
asäv ihäneka-guëo 'guëo 'dhvaraù

påthag-vidha-dravya-guëa-kriyoktibhiù
sampadyate 'rthäçaya-liìga-nämabhir
viçuddha-vijïäna-ghanaù svarüpataù

This sacrifice (asäv adhvaraù) has many material qualities (iha
aneka-guëah), such as various ingredients (påthag-vidha-dravya),
colors, rituals, mantras (guëa-kriyä-uktibhiù), embellishments,
saìkalpas (artha äçaya), çaktis and names (liìga-nämabhih), but
it becomes devoid of material qualities in the end (aguëah
sampadyate), having a nature (svarüpataù) of pure, condensed
knowledge, Brahman (viçuddha-vijïäna-ghanaù).



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.35 ||
pradhäna-käläçaya-dharma-saìgrahe

çaréra eña pratipadya cetanäm
kriyä-phalatvena vibhur vibhävyate
yathänalo däruñu tad-guëätmakaù

Supplying the intelligence (pratipadya cetanäm) in the body (eña
çaréra) made of prakåti, time, impressions, and fate (pradhäna-
käla-äçaya-dharma-saìgrahe) so that the person offers karmas to
the Lord (implied), the Lord himself appears (vibhur
vibhävyate) as the various results of those actions (kriyä-
phalatvena), just as fire appears in various types of woods (yathä
analah däruñu) with the qualities of those woods (tad-
guëätmakaù).



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 1

• Oh assembled devotees! I am not ordering you, rather I am inquisitive to
know about the principles of dharma.

• In such an assembly, the inquisitive people should reveal the topics of
dharma after considering them carefully.

• This is important since one cannot come to the right conclusion by
oneself.

• But, you are worthy of our worship. How can we instruct you?

• No. Just like you have been engaged by the Lord in various occupations,
I have similarly been engaged to protect the citizens, establish the rules
of Varnasrama etc.

• If I execute my duties, then the Lord will be pleased and I will attain a
desirable destination after death.



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 2

• Amongst all my duties, my chief and important duty is to give dharma
siksa.

• If I just collect taxes without giving dharma siksa, then I will get the sins
of my prajas and they will take my piety

• Therefore, the dharma siksa that I am giving all my citizens is that:
a. Place your mind and intelligence in the Supreme Lord
b. Without envy
c. For my welfare
d. Perform your prescribed duties

• Oh sages, pitas and devas! Please consider this order of mine and give
your approval.

• If something goes wrong in the execution of the duties then (a) Prajas -
Doer (b) King – giver of order (c) Sages, Devas and Pitas- approver – All
three of them share the result equally



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 3

• But, how can you institute the worship of the Lord, for Vena destroyed
it?

• Some authorities believe in the existence of the Supreme Lord, yajna-
pati.

• But, What is the proof?

• Without Lord there could be no variety in this universe. Some people
have beautiful bodies, while some have ugly bodies.

• But that is due to their Karma. How can that prove the existence of
God?

• Karma, being material and unconscious, cannot give different results.
• Also, the devatas are not independent.
• Thus, one should conclude that the variety is due to the Supreme Lord



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 4

• Who are those authorities who believe in this view point?

• Manu, Uttanapada, Dhruva, Priyavrata, Anga, Brahma, Siva, Prahlada,
Bali etc.

• All except lamentable persons who stray away from dharma – like Vena

• Also, all achievements of dharma, artha, kama and moksa are given by
the Lord

• A taste for serving that Lord’s lotus feet immediately destroys the
contaminated intelligence.

• Day by day that taste increases.

• And, one who takes shelter of that Lotus feet with a pure mind,
detachment and a strong realization of the Lord’s form doesn’t surrender
again to material life



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 5

• Since we are drowned in our household activities, how can we worship
the Lord with Pure Bhakti?

• No Problem. Worship him according to your Varna and Asrama by
simultaneously performing your Prescribed Duties and Navadha Bhakti

• Even a little amount of Bhakti can purify the impurities present in the
performance of these sacrifices

• The sacrifice may have many material qualities, but it becomes devoid of
all those material qualities and becomes transcendental by the act of
offering it to the Supreme Lord

• Also, the Lord personally supplies the intelligence to such a sacrificer so
that he can offer the karmas to the Lord

• The Lord also appears as the various results of those actions



Theme III –Prthu Maharaj’s instructions to his citizens 
(4.21.21-36)

|| 4.21.36 ||
aho mamämé vitaranty anugrahaà

harià guruà yajïa-bhujäm adhéçvaram
sva-dharma-yogena yajanti mämakä
nirantaraà kñoëi-tale dåòha-vratäù

The citizens under my care (aho mämakä amé) on this earth
(kñoëi-tale) are merciful to me (mama vitaranty anugrahaà).
With great determination (dåòha-vratäù) they constantly
worship the Supreme Lord (nirantaraà harià adhéçvaram
yajanti), the enjoyer of sacrifice (yajïa-bhujäm) and the
supreme guru (guruà), by their occupational duties (sva-
dharma-yogena).



Theme IV –Prthu glorifies Brahmanas and Vaisnavas in order to 
firmly establish Bhakti (4.21.37- 44)

|| 4.21.37 ||
mä jätu tejaù prabhaven maharddhibhis

titikñayä tapasä vidyayä ca
dedépyamäne 'jita-devatänäà

kule svayaà räja-kuläd dvijänäm

Because of being in a royal family (svayaà räja-kuläd), because of
great wealth (maha rddhibhih), one should not exert power (mä
jätu tejaù prabhavet) over the Vaiñëavas (ajita-devatänäà) and
brähmaëas (dvijänäm) who are shining (dedépyamäne) with
tolerance, austerity and knowledge (titikñayä tapasä vidyayä ca).



Theme IV –Prthu glorifies Brahmanas and Vaisnavas in order to 
firmly establish Bhakti (4.21.37- 44)

|| 4.21.38 ||
brahmaëya-devaù puruñaù purätano
nityaà harir yac-caraëäbhivandanät

aväpa lakñmém anapäyinéà yaço
jagat-pavitraà ca mahattamägraëéù

By worshipping the Brahmana’s feet (yat-caraëa-abhivandanät),
the Supreme Lord (harih), the greatest, the oldest (puruñaù
purätanah) and the foremost person (mahat tama agraëéù), the
protector of the brähmaëas (brahmaëya-devaù), obtained
(aväpa) eternal (nityaà), undying (anapäyinéà), splendorous
fame (lakñmém yaçah) which purifies the whole universe (jagat-
pavitraà).



yat-sevayä caraëa-padma-pavitra-reëuà
sadyaù kñatäkhila-malaà pratilabdha-çélam

na çrér viraktam api mäà vijahäti yasyäù
prekñä-lavärtha itare niyamän vahanti 

Even Laksmé (çréh) to whom I show no attachment (viraktam api
mäà), but to gain whose favor (yasyäù prekñä-lavärtha) others
perform vows (itare niyamän vahanti), does not give up (na
vijahäti) the dust of my feet (caraëa-padma-pavitra-reëuà)
which immediately destroy all contamination (sadyaù kñata
akhila-malaà) and are full of all qualities (pratilabdha-çélam).
But these feet are made pure by service to devotees like you (yat-
sevayä).



Theme IV –Prthu glorifies Brahmanas and Vaisnavas in order 
to firmly establish Bhakti (4.21.37- 44)

|| 4.21.39 ||
yat-sevayäçeña-guhäçayaù sva-räò

vipra-priyas tuñyati kämam éçvaraù
tad eva tad-dharma-parair vinétaiù

sarvätmanä brahma-kulaà niñevyatäm

By service to them (yat-sevayä), the unlimited, independent
Lord (açeña sva-räò éçvaraù), who is dwelling in the heart
(guhäçayaù), dear to the brähmaëas (vipra-priyah), satisfies all
desires (tuñyati kämam). Therefore (tad eva) those who are
following dharma (tad-dharma-paraih) and good conduct
(vinétaiù) should serve the brähmaëas (brahma-kulaà
niñevyatäm) with all the heart (sarvätmanä).



Theme IV –Prthu glorifies Brahmanas and Vaisnavas in order to 
firmly establish Bhakti (4.21.37- 44)

|| 4.21.40 ||
pumäû labhetänativelam ätmanaù

prasédato 'tyanta-çamaà svataù svayam
yan-nitya-sambandha-niñevayä tataù

paraà kim aträsti mukhaà havir-bhujäm

By constant service to the brähmaëas (yad-nitya-sambandha-
niñevayä) a person (pumän) quickly (anativelam) and
spontaneously (svataù svayam) achieves liberation (labheta
atyanta-çamaà), because of a satisfied mind (prasédato
ätmanaù). What better mouth of the devatäs exists (atra paraà
kim asti mukhaà havir-bhujäm)?



Theme IV –Prthu glorifies Brahmanas and Vaisnavas in order to 
firmly establish Bhakti (4.21.37- 44)

|| 4.21.41 ||
açnäty anantaù khalu tattva-kovidaiù

çraddhä-hutaà yan-mukha ijya-nämabhiù
na vai tathä cetanayä bahiñ-kåte

hutäçane päramahaàsya-paryaguù

The Lord (anantaù), whose words are realized by those qualified
as devotees and jïänés (päramahaàsya-paryaguù), eats (açnäty)
what is offered to the mouth of the brähmaëas (yad-mukha),
given with faith (çraddhä-hutaà) and mantras (ijya-nämabhiù)
by the learned (tattva-kovidaiù) and does not accept to the same
extent (na vai tathä) what is offered to the fire (hutäçane), which
is devoid of consciousness (cetanayä bahiñ-kåte).



nähaà tathädmi yajamäna-havir vitäne
çcyotad-ghåta-plutam adan huta-bhuì-mukhena
yad brähmaëasya mukhataç carato ’nughäsaà

tuñöasya mayy avahitair nija-karma-päkaiù

I do not eat (na ahaà admi) the offerings of the sacrifice
(yajamäna-havir vitäne) accepted through my mouth in the form
of fire (huta-bhuk-mukhena) as much as (tathä) I eat (adan) the
morsels filled with ghee (çcyotad-ghåta-plutam anughäsaà)
enjoyed by the mouth of the brähmaëa (yad brähmaëasya
mukhataç carato) who is satisfied (tuñöasya) by the results of his
actions (nija-karma-päkaiù) offered to me (mayy avahitair).



Theme IV –Prthu glorifies Brahmanas and Vaisnavas in order to firmly establish Bhakti 
(4.21.37- 44)

|| 4.21.42-43 ||
yad brahma nityaà virajaà sanätanaà

çraddhä-tapo-maìgala-mauna-saàyamaiù
samädhinä bibhrati härtha-dåñöaye

yatredam ädarça ivävabhäsate

teñäm ahaà päda-saroja-reëum
äryä vaheyädhi-kiréöam äyuù

yaà nityadä bibhrata äçu päpaà
naçyaty amuà sarva-guëä bhajanti

Honorable people (äryä)! Since the brähmaëa (yad brahma), by faith, austerity, proper
conduct (çraddhä-tapo-maìgala), silence, and senses and mind control (mauna-saàyamaiù
samädhinä), continually supports (nityaà bibhrati) the eternal, pure Veda (virajaà
sanätanaà) in which this universe is reflected as in a mirror (yatra idam ädarça iva
avabhäsate), in order to obtain knowledge of the truth about objects (artha-dåñöaye), for my
whole life (ä äyuù) I pray to carry on my crown (ahaà vaheya adhi-kiréöam) the dust from
the lotus feet of the brähmaëas and Vaiñëavas (teñäm päda-saroja-reëum), which quickly
destroys sin (äçu päpaà naçyaty) and awards all good qualities (sarva-guëä bhajanti) to one
who bears it (amuà nityadä bibhrata).



yeñäà bibharmy aham akhaëòa-vikuëöha-yoga-
mäyä-vibhütir amaläìghri-rajaù kiréöaiù

vipräàs tu ko na viñaheta yad-arhaëämbhaù
sadyaù punäti saha-candra-laläma-lokän

Who would not tolerate the offense of brähmaëas (vipräàs tu ko
na viñaheta)? I, whose foot water immediately purifies (yad-
arhaëa ambhaù sadyaù punäti) all the planets (lokän) and Çiva
(saha-candra-laläma), carry on my crown the brähmanäs’ pure
foot dust (yeñäà amaläìghri-rajaù kiréöaiù bibharmy aham), and
by that have attained unlimited wealth of power (akhaëòa-
vikuëöha-yoga- mäyä-vibhütih).



Theme IV –Prthu glorifies Brahmanas and Vaisnavas in order to 
firmly establish Bhakti (4.21.37- 44)

|| 4.21.44 ||
guëäyanaà çéla-dhanaà kåta-jïaà

våddhäçrayaà saàvåëate 'nu sampadaù
prasédatäà brahma-kulaà gaväà ca

janärdanaù sänucaraç ca mahyam

All wealth accrues (saàvåëate anu sampadaù) to the person with
good qualities (guëäyanaà), a wealth of good conduct (çéla-
dhanaà), and gratitude (kåta-jïaà), who takes shelter of the
elders (våddhäçrayaà). May the Lord, along with his followers
(janärdanaù sa anucarah), the brähmaëas, and cows (brahma-
kulaà gaväà ca), be pleased with me (mahyam prasédatäà)!



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 1

• Oh assembled devotees! I am not ordering you, rather I am inquisitive to
know about the principles of dharma.

• In such an assembly, the inquisitive people should reveal the topics of
dharma after considering them carefully.

• This is important since one cannot come to the right conclusion by
oneself.

• But, you are worthy of our worship. How can we instruct you?

• No. Just like you have been engaged by the Lord in various occupations,
I have similarly been engaged to protect the citizens, establish the rules
of Varnasrama etc.

• If I execute my duties, then the Lord will be pleased and I will attain a
desirable destination after death.



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 2

• Amongst all my duties, my chief and important duty is to give dharma
siksa.

• If I just collect taxes without giving dharma siksa, then I will get the sins
of my prajas and they will take my piety

• Therefore, the dharma siksa that I am giving all my citizens is that:
a. Place your mind and intelligence in the Supreme Lord
b. Without envy
c. For my welfare
d. Perform your prescribed duties

• Oh sages, pitas and devas! Please consider this order of mine and give
your approval.

• If something goes wrong in the execution of the duties then (a) Prajas -
Doer (b) King – giver of order (c) Sages, Devas and Pitas- approver – All
three of them share the result equally



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 3

• But, how can you institute the worship of the Lord, for Vena destroyed
it?

• Some authorities believe in the existence of the Supreme Lord, yajna-
pati.

• But, What is the proof?

• Without Lord there could be no variety in this universe. Some people
have beautiful bodies, while some have ugly bodies.

• But that is due to their Karma. How can that prove the existence of
God?

• Karma, being material and unconscious, cannot give different results.
• Also, the devatas are not independent.
• Thus, one should conclude that the variety is due to the Supreme Lord



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 4

• Who are those authorities who believe in this view point?

• Manu, Uttanapada, Dhruva, Priyavrata, Anga, Brahma, Siva, Prahlada,
Bali etc.

• All except lamentable persons who stray away from dharma – like Vena

• Also, all achievements of dharma, artha, kama and moksa are given by
the Lord

• A taste for serving that Lord’s lotus feet immediately destroys the
contaminated intelligence.

• Day by day that taste increases.

• And, one who takes shelter of that Lotus feet with a pure mind,
detachment and a strong realization of the Lord’s form doesn’t surrender
again to material life



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 5

• Since we are drowned in our household activities, how can we worship
the Lord with Pure Bhakti?

• No Problem. Worship him according to your Varna and Asrama by
simultaneously performing your Prescribed Duties and Navadha Bhakti

• Even a little amount of Bhakti can purify the impurities present in the
performance of these sacrifices

• The sacrifice may have many material qualities, but it becomes devoid of
all those material qualities and becomes transcendental by the act of
offering it to the Supreme Lord

• Also, the Lord personally supplies the intelligence to such a sacrificer so
that he can offer the karmas to the Lord

• The Lord also appears as the various results of those actions



Instructions of Prthu Maharaj - 6

• Ok. We have become successful by your instructions. We will worship
the Lord.

• My citizens are very merciful to me.
• With great determination they constantly worship the Lord through

their prescribed duties

• Prthu establishes the glories of Brahmanas and Vaisnavas in order to
firmly establish Bhakti

• Ksatriyas should never exert their power over the Brahmanas and
Vaisnavas who are endowed with all great qualities

• Even the Supreme Lord attains great fame only by worshipping their feet
• Only by service to them the Lord satisfies all the desires
• By serving the Brahmanas one quickly achieves liberation
• The Lord is more happy to eat through the mouth of the Brahmanas
• Since the Brahmanas support the Vedas, I carry their dust on my head
• All the wealth accrues to that person who is endowed with Brahminical

qualities



Theme V –Citizens praise Prthu Maharaj(4.21.45 - 52)

|| 4.21.45 ||
maitreya uväca

iti bruväëaà nåpatià
pitå-deva-dvijätayaù

tuñöuvur håñöa-manasaù
sädhu-vädena sädhavaù

Maitreya said: The Pitås, devatäs, brähmaëas, and devotees (pitå-
deva-dvijätayaù sädhavaù), with joyful hearts (håñöa-manasaù),
with kind words (sädhu-vädena), praised the King (nåpatià
tuñöuvuh) who had spoken (iti bruväëaà).



Theme V –Citizens praise Prthu Maharaj(4.21.45 - 52)

|| 4.21.46 ||
putreëa jayate lokän
iti satyavaté çrutiù

brahma-daëòa-hataù päpo
yad veno 'tyatarat tamaù

Vedas speak the truth when they say (iti satyavaté çrutiù) “The
father attains the highest planets through the son (putreëa jayate
lokän)” since the sinful Vena (yad veno päpah), killed by the
curse of brähmaëas (brahma-daëòa-hataù), was delivered from
hell by his son (atyatarat tamaù).



Theme V –Citizens praise Prthu Maharaj(4.21.45 - 52)

|| 4.21.47 ||
hiraëyakaçipuç cäpi

bhagavan-nindayä tamaù
vivikñur atyagät sünoù
prahlädasyänubhävataù

Hiraëyakaçipu also (hiraëyakaçipuh ca api), who entered hell
(tamaù vivikñuh) because of criticizing the Lord (bhagavat-
nindayä), was delivered (atyagät) because of his son Prahläda
(sünoù prahlädasya anubhävataù).



Theme V –Citizens praise Prthu Maharaj(4.21.45 - 52)

|| 4.21.48 ||
véra-varya pitaù påthvyäù

samäù saïjéva çäçvatéù
yasyedåçy acyute bhaktiù

sarva-lokaika-bhartari

O father of the earth (påthvyäù pitaù)! Best of warriors (véra-
varya)! Live for eternal years (saïjéva çäçvatéù samäù)! You have
such devotion to the Supreme Lord (yasya acyute édåçy bhaktiù),
the one maintainer of all planets (sarva-loka eka-bhartari).



Theme V –Citizens praise Prthu Maharaj(4.21.45 - 52)

|| 4.21.49 ||
aho vayaà hy adya pavitra-kérte

tvayaiva näthena mukunda-näthäù
ya uttamaçlokatamasya viñëor

brahmaëya-devasya kathäà vyanakti

Most glorious Påthu (aho pavitra-kérte)! Today (adya) we have
become the possessors of a master (mukunda-näthäù), because
you have taken the role of our master (tvayaiva näthena). You
have explained all about (yah kathäà vyanakti) the most praised
Supreme Lord (uttama çloka tamasya viñëoh), affectionate to the
brähmaëas (brahmaëya-devasya).



Theme V –Citizens praise Prthu Maharaj(4.21.45 - 52)

|| 4.21.50 ||
nätyadbhutam idaà nätha

taväjévyänuçäsanam
prajänurägo mahatäà

prakåtiù karuëätmanäm

O Lord (nätha)! Instructing your servants (tava äjévya
anuçäsanam) is not so astonishing for you (na aty adbhutam)
because the nature of great, merciful persons (mahatäà
karuëätmanäm prakåtiù) is to have affection for the citizens
(prajä anurägah).



Theme V –Citizens praise Prthu Maharaj(4.21.45 - 52)

|| 4.21.51 ||
adya nas tamasaù päras
tvayopäsäditaù prabho

bhrämyatäà nañöa-dåñöénäà
karmabhir daiva-saàjïitaiù

O Lord (prabho)! Forced to wander around blindly
(bhrämyatäà nañöa-dåñöénäà) by our prärabdha-karmas
(karmabhir daiva-saàjïitaiù), we have been delivered from
ignorance (nah tamasaù pärah upäsäditaù) by you (tvayä) today
(adya).



Theme V –Citizens praise Prthu Maharaj(4.21.45 - 52)

|| 4.21.52 ||
namo vivåddha-sattväya

puruñäya mahéyase
yo brahma kñatram äviçya

bibhartédaà sva-tejasä

We offer respects to that great Lord (namo mahéyase puruñäya)
possessing çuddha-sattva (vivåddha-sattväya), who, by entering
the brähmaëas and kñatriyas (yah brahma kñatram äviçya),
maintains this world (idaà bibharti) with his powers (sva-
tejasä).


