Chapter Thirty One

Narada Instructs the
Pracetas



14.31.1 ]
maitreya uvaca
tata utpanna-vijhana
asv adhoksaja-bhasitam
smaranta atmaje bharyam
visrjya pravrajan grhat

Maitreya said: Developing knowledge (tata utpanna-vijiana)
and remembering the words of the Lord (adhoksaja-bhasitam
smaranta), the Pracetas left their wite (bharyam visrjya) with
their son (atmaje) and lett the house (pravrajan grhat).



| 4.31.2 ||
diksita brahma-satrena
sarva-bhutatma-medhasa
praticyam disi velayam

siddho 'bhud yatra jajalih

With a vow to contemplate the meaning of the Vedas (diksita
brahma-satrena) and thereby understand that all beings are equal
to oneselt (sarva-bhuita atma-medhasa), they attained perfection
in the east (praticyarn disi siddhah), on the shore of the ocean
where Jajali resided (velayam yatra jajalih abhuad).



14.31.3 |
tan nirjita-prana-mano-vaco-drso
jitasanan Santa-samana-vigrahan
pare 'male brahmani yojitatmanah
surasuredyo dadrse sma naradah

Narada (naradah), who is worshipped by the devatas and demons
(sura asura idyah), saw them (tan dadrse sma). They had
controlled their life airs, mind, speech and sight (nirjita-prana-
mano-vaco-drso), had perfected the yoga postures (jita asanan),
and were sitting peacetully with straight posture ($anta-samana-
vigrahan), concentrating their minds (yojita atmanah) on the
pure Supreme Lord (pare amale brahmani).



14.31.4 ||
tam agatam ta utthaya
pranipatyabhinandya ca
pijayitva yathadesam
sukhasinam athabruvan

When he appeared (tam agatam), the Pracetas stood up (ta
utthaya), offered respects on the ground (pranipatya), welcomed
him (abhinandya ca) and worshipped him (pujayitva) according
to the rules (yatha adesam). Seating him comfortably (sukha
asinam), they then spoke (atha abruvan).



14.31.5 ||
pracetasa ticuh
svagatam te surarse 'dya
distya no darsanarh gatah
tava cankramanam brahmann
abhayaya yatha raveh

The Pracetas said: Welcome to you (svagatam te)! O sage of the
devatas (sura rse)! Today (adya), by good fortune (distya) we
can see you (nah tava darsanam). O brahmana (brahmann)! You
have come (gatah). Your movement, like that of the sun
(cankramanam yatha raveh), creates tearlessness (abhayaya).



I 4.31.6 ||

yad adistam bhagavata
Sivenadhoksajena ca
tad grhesu prasaktanam
prayasah ksapitam prabho

O master (prabho)! What Siva and Visnu taught us (yad
bhagavata Sivena adhoksajena ca adistarn) has almost been
destroyed (prayasah ksapitarn) since we were attached to
household lite (tad grhesu prasaktanam).



1 4.31.7 |l

tan nah pradyotayadhyatma-
jianarh tattvartha-darsanam
yenamnjasa tarisyamo
dustaram bhava-sagaram

Please enlighten us (tan nah pradyotaya) about knowledge of the
jiva (adhyatma-jianam), which shows the highest truth (tattva
artha-darsanam), by which (yena) we can easily cross (anjasa
tarisyamo) the difficult ocean of material existence (dustaram
bhava-sagaram).



14.31.8 ||
maitreya uvaca
1tl pracetasam prsto
bhagavan narado munih
bhagavaty uttama-sloka
avistatmabravin nrpan

Maitreya said: Requested by the Pracetas (iti pracetasar
prstah), the great sage Narada (bhagavan narado munih), his
mind absorbed in the Lord (bhagavaty uttama-sloka avista
atma), then spoke to those kings (nrpan abravit).



14.31.9 |
narada uvaca
taj janma tani karmani
tad ayus tan mano vacah
nrnarm yena hi viSvatma
sevyate harir i$varah

Narada said: The birth, activities (taj janma tani karmani),
lifespan, mind and words (tad ayus tan mano vacah) of humans
(nrnam) takes on real value by service to the Supreme Lord
(yena hi sevyate harir), the soul of the universe (visva atma ).



14.31.10 ||
kim janmabhis tribhir veha
Saukra-savitra-yajnikaih
karmabhir va trayi-proktaih
puriso 'pi vibudhayusa

Without that service (implied), what is the use (ki va) of
taking three births (tribhir janmabhih) by semen, upanayanam
and initiation (Saukra-savitra-yajinikaih). What is the use of
ritual acts mentioned in the Vedas (karmabhir va trayi-
proktaih)? What is the use of the lifespan of a devata for a
human (pumsah api vibudha ayusa)?



Il 4.31.11 ||
Srutena tapasa va kim
vacobhis citta-vrttibhih
buddhya va kim nipunaya
balenendriya-radhasa

Without service to the Lord (implied), what is the use (ki va) of
hearing scriptures like Vedanta (Srutena), austerity (tapasa),
expert discussions of scripture (vacobhih), the ability to
understand scriptures (citta-vrttibhih), intelligence (buddhya),

expertise (nipunaya), physical strength or sharpness of the senses
(balena indriya-radhasa)?



14.31.12 ||
kim va yogena sankhyena
nyasa-svadhyayayor api
kim va sreyobhir anyai$ ca
na yatratma-prado harih

What is the use of yoga, sankhya (kim va yogena sankhyena),
sannyasa, study of the Vedas (nyasa-svadhyayayor api), or other
auspicious acts (ki va Sreyobhir anyai$ ca), in which (yatra)
the Lord (harih) does not give realization of himselt (na atma-
pradah)?




14.31.13 ||
Sreyasam apl sarvesam
atma hy avadhir arthatah
sarvesam api bhiitanam
harir atmatmadah priyah

Practically speaking (arthatah), the jivatma is the goal (atma hy
avadhih) of all auspicious acts (Sreyasam api sarvesam). But the
Supreme Lord is the atma of all jivatmas (sarvesam api bhuitanam
harir atma). When he is pleased, he gives himselt (atmadah

priyah).



14.31.14 ||
yatha taror mila-nisecanena
trpyanti tat-skandha-bhujopasakhah
pranopaharac ca yathendriyanam
tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya

Just as the branches and twigs are satistied (yatha trpyanti tat-
skandha-bhuja-upasakhah) by watering the root (taror mila-
nisecanena), and just as the senses are satistied (yatha
indriyanarm) by nourishing the life air (prana upaharat), by
worshipping the Supreme Lord (tatha eva acyuta ijya) all are
worship is accomplished (sarva arhanam).




14.31.15 |
yathaiva stiryat prabhavanti varah
punas ca tasmin pravisanti kale
bhitani bhiimau sthira-jangamani
tatha harav eva guna-pravahah

Just as water arises from the sun (yatha eva suryat prabhavanti
varah) and again enters the sun in due course of time (punas ca
tasmin pravisanti kale), and just as animals and plants arise from
the earth and enter the earth (sthira-jangamani bhutani
bhitimau), the world made of gunas arises from the Lord and
enters him (tatha harav eva guna-pravahah).



14.31.16 |
etat padam taj jagad-atmanah param
sakrd vibhatar savitur yatha prabha
yathasavo jagrati supta-Saktayo
dravya-kriya-jiana-bhida-bhramatyayah

The material universe (etat padam) arises (vibhatam) from the
form of the Lord (jagad-atmanah param), just as rays shine from
the sun (savitur yatha prabha), and just as the senses (yatha
asavah) which disappear during sleep (supta-saktayo), with no
ditferentiation (bhida-bhrama atyayah) of sense object, sense and
sense devata (dravya-kriya-jnana), become manifested in the
waking state (jagrati).



14.31.17 ||
yatha nabhasy abhra-tamah-prakasa
bhavanti bhiipa na bhavanty anukramat
evam pare brahmani saktayas tv ami
rajas tamah sattvam iti pravahah

O King (bhupa)! Just as (yatha) clouds (abhra), darkness, and
light (tamah-prakasa) appear and disappear (bhavanti na
bhavanty) in the sky (nabhasy) in succession (anukramat), the
energies of rajas, tamas and sattva (evam rajas tamah sattvam iti
Saktayah pravahah) appear and disappear in the Supreme Lord
(pare brahmani).



14.31.18 ||
tenaikam atmanam asesa-dehinam
kalam pradhanam purusam paresam
sva-tejasa dhvasta-guna-pravaham
atmaika-bhavena bhajadhvam addha

Because the Lord is the cause of all things (paresam), you should
worship directly (bhajadhvam addha), with one bhava in the
mind (atma eka-bhavena), the Supreme Lord, who is the soul of
unlimited jivas (asesa-dehinarmn atmanam), who is the indirect
cause called time (kalam), the material cause called prakrti
(pradhanam), who is the jiva (purusam), and who is completely
free of the influence of the material gunas (dhvasta-guna-
pravaham) by his power (sva-tejasa).




14.31.19 ||
dayaya sarva-bhiitesu
santustya yena kena va
sarvendriyopasantya ca
tusyaty asu janardanah

The Lord is quickly pleased (tusyaty asu janardanah) by a person
showing mercy to all beings (dayaya sarva-bhiitesu), by being
satistied by whatever comes of its own accord (santustya yena
kena va), and by controlling all the senses (sarva indriya
upasantya ca).



Il 4.31.20 |
apahata-sakalaisanamalatmany
aviratam edhita-bhavanopahiitah
nija-jana-vasa-gatvam atmano 'yan
na sarati chidravad aksarah satam hi

Constantly (aviratam) beckoned (upahiitah) by the increasing
devotion (edhita-bhavana) present in his devotees’ pure minds
(amala atmany) which have destroyed all material desires
(apahata-sakala esana), the Lord (aksarah), knowing that (ayan)
he is controlled by his devotees (atmano nija-jana-vasa-gatvam),
does not leave them (na sarati satam), just as space does not leave
one’s side (chidravad).



14.31.21 ||
na bhajati kumanisinam sa ijyam
harir adhanatma-dhana-priyo rasa-jiiah
Sruta-dhana-kula-karmanam madair ye
vidadhati papam akificanesu satsu

The Lord (sah harih), who accepts (bhajati) devotees (rasa-jiiah)
who have no wealth (adhana) except the wealth of the Lord
(atma-dhana-priyah), does not accept (na bhajati) the worship
ottered by persons with contaminated minds (ye kumanisinam sa
ijyam), who throw insults (vidadhati papam) at the devotees who
have no material possessions (akificanesu satsu), because of their
pride in their education, wealth, family and activities (Sruta-
dhana-kula-karmanam madaih).



1 4.31.22 ||
Sriyam anucaratim tad-arthinas ca
dvipada-patin vibudhams ca yat sva-pairnah
na bhajati nija-bhrtya-varga-tantrah
katham amum udvisrjet puman krta-jiah

The Lord, being complete in his svartipa (sva-purnah), does not
care (na bhajati) for the sum total of all wealth (Sriyam), which
is worshipped by those desiring all wealth (anucaratim), and
does not care for those desiring even a little wealth (tad-arthinas
ca), or for human kings or devatas (dvipada-patin vibudhams
ca). He is dependent on his devotees (nija-bhrtya-varga-tantrah).
How could the devotee (katham krta-jiah puman) reject this
Lord even a little (udvisrjet)?




14.31.23 ||
maitreya uvaca
it1 pracetaso rajann
anyas ca bhagavat-kathah
Sravayitva brahma-lokam
yayau svayambhuvo munih

Maitreya said: O King (rajann)! After having the Pracetas heard
(iti pracetaso Sravayitva) other the topics related to the Lord
(anyas ca bhagavat-kathah), Narada, the son of Brahma
(svayambhuvo munih), departed for Brahmaloka (brahma-lokam
yayau).



14.31.24 ||
te 'pi tan-mukha-niryatar
yaso loka-malapaham
harer niSamya tat-padarm
dhyayantas tad-gatim yayuh

Hearing the glories of the Lord (harer yasah nisamya) which
destroy all sin (loka-mala apaham) from the mouth of Narada
(tad-mukha-niryatam), the Pracetas (te), meditating on the feet
of the Lord (tat-padam dhyayantah), attained his abode (tad-
gatim yayuh).




Il 4.31.25 ||
etat te 'bhihitam ksattar
yan marh tvam pariprstavan
pracetasam naradasya
sammvadam hari-kirtanam

O Vidura (ksattah)! T have explained to you (etat te abhihitar)
the conversation between Narada and the Pracetds (pracetasam
naradasya sammvadarn) which glorities the Lord (hari-kirtanam),
about which you inquired (yad mam tvam pariprstavan).



14.31.26 |
$ri-suka uvaca
ya esa uttanapado
manavasyanuvarnitah
vams$ah priyavratasyapi
nibodha nrpa-sattama

Sukadeva said: Best of kings (nrpa-sattama)! 1 have described
the dynasty of Uttanapada (ya esa uttanapado vamsah), the son
of Svayambhuva Manu (manavasya anuvarnitah). Now hear
about the dynasty of Priyavrata (priyavratasya api nibodha).



14.31.27 ||
yo naradad atma-vidyam
adhigamya punar mahim
bhuktva vibhajya putrebhya
aiSvaram samagat padam

Learning knowledge of atma from Narada (naradad atma-vidyam
adhigamya), Priyavrata (yah), after enjoying the earth (mahim
bhuktva), divided it among his sons (putrebhya vibhajya) and
attained the Lord’s abode (aisvaram padam samagat).



| 4.31.28 ||
imam tu kausaravinopavarnitam
ksatta nisSamyajita-vada-sat-katham
pravrddha-bhavo 'sru-kalakulo muner
dadhara mardhna caranam hrda hareh

Hearing this from Maitreya (imarm tu kausaravina upavarnitar
nisamya), Vidura (ksatta), his emotions increasing (pravrddha-
bhavo) from hearing about the Lord (ajita-vada-sat-katham), with
tears in his eyes (asru-kalakulo), touched the feet of Maitreya

with his head (muneh caranam murdhna dadhara), and mentally
touched the feet of the Lord (hrda hareh).



14.31.29 ||
vidura uvaca
so 'vam adya maha-yogin
bhavata karunatmana
darsitas tamasah paro
yatrakificana-go harih

Vidura said: Great yogi (maha-yogin)! Being most merciful
(karunatmana), you have today shown me (bhavata darsitah
adya) the world beyond the ocean of samsara (sah ayam tamasah
paro), where the Lord attains his devotee (yatra harih akifcana-

go).



14.31.30 ||
$ri-Suka uvaca
ity anamya tam amantrya
viduro gajasahvayam
svanam didrksuh prayayau
jhatinarh nirvrtasayah

Sukadeva said: Offering respects to Maitreya, and taking his
permission (anamya tam amantrya), Vidura (vidurah), with
joytul heart (mirvrta asayah), desiring to see his relatives
(svanam jnatinarmm didrksuh), departed for Hastinapura
(prayayau gajasahvayam).



14.31.31 ||
etad yah srmuyad rajan
ayur dhanam yasah svasti
gatim aiSvaryam apnuyat

O King (rajan)! He who hears this story (yah etad srmuyad) of
arpita-atmanam) will attain (apnuyat) long lite, wealth, tame,
good fortune (ayur dhanar yasah svasti), and the Lord’s abode
(ais$varyam gatim).



