Canto Five - Chapter Four

The Characteristics ot
Rsabhadeva, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead



I15.4.1 ||
$ri-Suka uvaca
atha ha tam utpattyaivabhivyajyamana-bhagaval-laksanam
samyopasama-vairagyaisvarya-maha-vibhuatibhir anudinam
edhamananubhavam prakrtayah praja brahmana devatas cavani-
tala-samavanayatitarar jagrdhuh.

The ministers, citizens, brahmanas, and devatas (prakrtayah praja
brahmana devatas ca) greatly desired (atitaram jagrdhuh) that
this son (tam), who displayed (abhivyajyamana) qualities of the
Supreme Lord (bhagavad-laksanam) when he was born
(utpattyaiva), who increased day by day (anudinam edhamana)
in great qualities (maha-vibhutibhih), powers (aisvarya),
detachment (vairagya), sense control (upasama) and equal vision
(samya), rule the earth (avani-tala-samavanaya).



| 5.4.2 ||
tasya ha va ittham varsmana variyasa brhac-chlokena caujasa
balena $riya yasasa virya-Sauryabhyam ca pita rsabha itidam
nama cakara.

Because of his excellent body (tasya ittharn varsmana), praised by
many poets (variyasa brhac-slokena), his mental and physical
strength, his beauty, tame, intfluence and courage (ojasa balena
Sriya yasasa virya-sauryabhyam), his father called him Rsabha
(pita rsabha iti idam nama cakara).



I15.4.3 |
yasya hindrah spardhamano bhagavan varse na vavarsa tad
avadharya bhagavan rsabhadevo yogesvarah prahasyatma-
yogamayaya sva-varsam ajanabharin namabhyavarsat.

Powertul Indra (bhagavan indrah), in envy (spardhamanah),
stopped the rain from falling on the earth (na vavarsa yasya
varse). Understanding this (tad avadharya), Rsabhadeva
(bhagavan rsabhadevah), master of yoga (yogesvarah), smiled
(prahasya) and poured rain (abhyavarsat) on his state named
Ajanabha (ajanabham nama sva-varsam) by his power of yoga
(atma-yoga mayaya).



15.4.4 ||

nabhis tu yathabhilasitam suprajastvam avarudhyati-pramoda-
bhara-vihvalo gadgadaksaraya gira svairam grhita-naraloka-

sadharmar bhagavantam purana-purusam maya-vilasita-matir
vatsa tateti sanuragam upalalayan param nirvrtim upagatah.

Having attained his desire for an excellent son (yatha ab

nhilasitam

suprajastvam), overwhelmed with great joy (avarudhya ati-

pramoda-bhara-vihvalah), thinking (maya-vilasita-matil

1) of the

Supreme Lord (bhagavantam purana-purusarin) who accepted the
ways of an ordinary human (svairarth grhita-naraloka-

sadharmam) as his son, King Nabhi (nabhih) addressed

him with

faltering words (gadgadaksaraya gira) as his son (vatsa tata iti)
and, raising him with affection (sa anuragam upalalayan),

attained great bliss (param nirvrtim upagatah).



15.4.5
viditanuragam apaura-prakrti jana-pado raja nabhir atmajam samaya-
setu-raksayam abhisicya brahmanestipanidhaya saha merudevya
visalayam prasanna-nipunena tapasa samadhi-yogena nara-
narayanakhyam bhagavantam vasudevam upasinah kalena tan-
mahimanam avapa.

King Nabhi (raja nabhih), who took into consideration the opinion of
the population and ministers (apaura-prakrti jana-pado), enthroned
his son (atmajarn abhisicya), for whom the citizens had affection
(vidita anuragam), by entrusting him to the Brahmanas (brahmanesu
upanidhaya) in order to protect the laws of proper conduct (samaya-
setu-raksayam). Nabhi, along with Merudevi (saha merudevya) then
worshiped the Lord in the form of Nara-narayana (nara-
narayanakhyarm bhagavantam vasudevam upasinah) in Badarikasrama
(visalayarh) by austerities and concentration (tapasa samadhi-yogena)
which were capable of attaining results for the happiness of all beings
(prasanna-nipunena). In time he attained Vaikuntha, the glory of the
Lord (kalena tad-mahimanam avapa).



15.4.6

yasya ha pandaveya slokav udaharanti—
ko nu tat karma rajarser
nabher anv acaret puman
apatyatam agad yasya
harih Suddhena karmana

O Pariksit (pandaveya)! The citizens recited verses to praise
Nabhi (yasya ha slokav udaharanti). What man (kah nu
puman) could follow King Nabhi (rajarseh nabheh karma anu
acaret), for whom the Lord became his son (yasya harih
apatyatam agad) by execution of pure bhakti (sSuddhena
karmana)?



15.4.7 ||

brahmanyo 'nyah kuto nabher
vipra mangala-ptujitah
yasya barhisi yajiesam
darsayam asur ojasa

Who other than King Nabhi (nabheh anyah kutah) was
attectionate to the brahmanas (brahmanyah)? The brahmanas
(vipra) pleased with his charity (mangala-pajitah), revealed to
him (darsayam asuh) the Lord (yajiiesam) by the power of their
bhakti (ojasa) during the sacrifice (yasya barhisi).




15.4.8 |
atha ha bhagavan rsabhadevah sva-varsam karma-ksetram
anumanyamanah pradarsita-gurukula-vaso labdha-varair gurubhir
anujnato grhamedhinam dharman anusiksamano jayantyam indra-
dattayam ubhaya-laksanam karma samamnayamnatam abhiyufijann
atmajanam atma-samananar Satam janayam asa.

Rsabhadeva (atha ha bhagavan rsabhadevah), knowing his kingdom to be
the place to perform karma (sva-varsam karma-ksetram anumanyamanah),
lived in the gurukula (gurukula-vasah) to show others that they should also
do this (pradarsita). Taking the permission of his teachers (gurubhir
anujnato) who received gifts (labdha-varair), he then taught the path of
household life (grhamedhinam dharman anusiksamanah) and, engaging in
activities (karma abhiyufjann) according to $ruti and smrti (sam amnaya
amnatam ubhaya-laksanam), practiced as instructed by the brahmanas. He
begot (janayam asa) in his wife Jayanti, given by Indra (jayantyam indra-
dattayam), a hundred sons (atmajanam $atam) similar to himself (atma-
samananam).



1 5.4.9 |
yesarh khalu maha-yogi bharato jyesthah Srestha-guna asid
yenedarn varsam bharatam iti vyapadisanti.

Among his sons (yesam) Bharata, the eldest (bharato jyesthah),
was a great yogl (maha-yogi), having excellent qualities (Srestha-
guna asid). Because of him (yena) this planet (idarm varsam) is
called Bharata (bharatam iti vyapadisanti).



15.4.10 ||
tam anu kusavarta ilavarto brahmavarto malayah ketur
bhadrasena indrasprg vidarbhah kikata iti nava navati
pradhanah.

Younger than Bharata (tam anu), but older than the others
(pradhanah), were the sons named Kusavarta, Ilavarta,
Brahmavarta, Malaya, Ketu, Bhadrasena, Indrasprk, Vidarbha and
Kikata (kusavarta ilavarto brahmavarto malayah ketur
bhadrasena indrasprg vidarbhah kikata iti nava navati).



15.4.11-12 ||
kavir havir antariksah
prabuddhah pippalayanah
avirhotro 'tha drumilas
camasah karabhajanah

iti bhagavata-dharma-darsana nava-maha-bhagavatah tesam sucaritam
bhagavatmahima-upabrmhitam vasudeva-narada-samvadam
upasamayanam uparistad varnayisyamah.

In addition to these sons were Kavi, Havi, Antariksa, Prabuddha,
Pippalayana, Avirhotra, Drumila, Camasa and Karabhajana (kavir havir
antariksah prabuddhah pippalayanah avirhotro 'tha drumilas camasah
karabhajanah), who were all very exalted, advanced devotees (bhagavata-
dharma-darsana). 1 shall hereafter describe (uparistad varnayisyamah) the
characteristics of these nine devotees (tesam nava-maha-bhagavatah
sucaritam) in the conversation between Narada and Vasudeva (vasudeva-
narada-samvadam) in the Eleventh Canto, which is filled with the glories of
the Lord (bhagavat mahima-upabrmhitam) and satisties the mind
(upasamayanam).



I15.4.13 ||
yaviyarsa ekasitir jayanteyah pitur adesakara maha-salina
maha-srotriya yajia-Silah karma-visuddha brahmana babhavuh.

The eighty-one younger sons (yaviyamsa eka asitir) of Jayanti
(jayanteyah), who followed the order of their father (pitur
adesakara), were humble (maha-salina), learned (maha-$rotriya)
and dedicated to performing sacrifice (yajna-silah). They were
very pure in their activities (karma-visuddha). Thus they became
perfectly qualified Brahmanas (brahmana babhavuh).



1 5.4.14 ||
bhagavan rsabha-samjiia atma-tantrah svayarh nitya-nivrttanartha-
paramparah kevalanandanubhava i$vara eva viparitavat karmany
arabhamanah kalenanugatarh dharmam acaranenopasiksayann atad-vidam
sama upasanto maitrah karuniko dharmartha-yasah-
prajanandamrtavarodhena grhesu lokam niyamayat.

The Supreme Lord named Rsabhadeva (bhagavan rsabha-samjna) was
independent (svayarm atma-tantrah), eternally free from the succession of
material changes (nitya-nivrtta anartha-paramparah), full of bliss (kevala
ananda anubhava), and the sole controller (isvara eva), but like the jiva
(viparitavat), performed prescribed activities (karmany arabhamanah) and
taught dharma (dharmam upasiksayann) which had been destroyed (kalena
anugatam) by showing an example (acaranena) to persons ignorant of
dharma (atadvidam). He was equal to all (sama), was in control of his
senses (upasantah), was friendly to all (maitrah) and compassionate
(karunikah). He regulated the people in household life (grhesu lokam
niyamayat) by having them attain morality, wealth, fame, oftspring and bliss
(dharma-artha-yasah-prajananda-amrta-avarodhena).



1 5.4.15 ||
yad yac chirsanyacaritam tat tad anuvartate lokah.

Whatever is performed by the best person (yad yad sirsanya
acaritarm) is followed by the people (tat tad anuvartate lokah).



1 5.4.16 ||
yadyapi sva-viditam sakala-dharmar brahmam guhyam
brahmanair darsita-margena samadibhir upayair janatam
anusasasa.

Though he knew (yadyapi sva-viditam) the secret of Vedic
knowledge (brahmarm guhyam) which contains all dharmas
(sakala-dharmam) he ruled the people (janatam anusasasa) by
the path shown by the brahmanas (brahmanair darsita-margena)
with sense control and tolerance (samadibhir upayair).



I15.4.17 ||
dravya-desa-kala-vayah-sraddhartvig-vividhoddesopacitaih
sarvair api kratubhir yathopadesam dharmas, sata-krtva iyaja.

He worshipped (iyaja) by performing sacrifices (sarvair api
kratubhir) according to the instructions (yatha upadesarm)
dedicated to various devatas (vividha uddesa upacitaih) one
hundred times ($ata-krtva) with abundant ingredients, proper
place and time, youth, faith and priests (dravya-desa-kala-vayah-
Sraddha-rtvig).



15.4.18 |
bhagavatarsabhena pariraksyamana etasmin varse na kascana
puruso vanchaty avidyamanam ivatmano 'myasmat kathancana
kimapi karhicid aveksate bhartary anusavanam vijrmbhita-
snehatisayam antarena.

When Rsabhadeva ruled the planet (bhagavata rsabhena
pariraksyamana etasmin varse) no one ever desired false objects
by taking from others (na kascana purusah kathancana
vanchaty). Everyone constantly accepted Rsabhadeva (aveksate
bhartary anusavanam) as the greatest object of affection
(vijrmbhita-sneha atiSayam) with their whole self (antarena).



15.4.19 ||
sa kadacid atamano bhagavan rsabho brahmavarta-gato
brahmarsi-pravara-sabhayam prajanarm niSamayantinam
atmajan avahitatmanah prasraya-pranaya-bhara-suyantritan apy
upasiksayann iti hovaca.

Once, while traveling (kadacid atamanah), Rsabha, the Supreme
Lord (sah bhagavan vrsabhah) arriving at Brahmavarta
(brahmavarta-gatah) and there taught (upasiksayann) his
attentive sons (atmajan avahitatmanah) who were selt-controlled
(suyantritan) and filled with obedience and devotion (prasraya-
pranaya-bhara) in an assembly of the best brahmanas and sages
(brahmarsi-pravara-sabhayam), while the citizens listened
(prajanam nisamayantinam). He spoke as follows (iti hovaca).



