Canto Five - Chapter Six

The Activities of Lord
Rsabhadeva



15.6.1
rajovaca
na ninarm bhagava atmaramanam yoga-samirita-jianavabharjita-
karma-bijanam aisvaryani punah klesadani bhavitum arhanti
yadrcchayopagatani.

King Pariksit said: O Lord (bhagavah)! For atmaramas
(atmaramanarn) who have burned up (avabharjita) the seeds of
karma (karma-bijanam) by knowledge produced through yoga
(yoga-samirita-jiana) the mystic powers (aisvaryani) which arise
on their own (yadrcchaya upagatani) should not (na ntnam)
produce suftering again (punah klesadani bhavitum arhanti).



15.6.2 ||
rsir uvaca
satyam uktam kintv iha va eke na manaso 'ddha visSrambham
anavasthanasya Satha-kirata iva sangacchante.

Sukadeva said: You have spoken correctly (satyam uktarn), but
(kintu) in this world (iha) intelligent people (eke) do not at all
put faith (na addha visrambham) in the wunsteady mind
(anavasthanasya manasah), which is like a degraded, cunning
person ($atha-kirata iva sangacchante).



15.6.3
tatha coktam—
na kuryat karhicit sakhyam
manasi hy anavasthite
yad-visrambhac cirac cirnam
caskanda tapa aiSvaram

It is therefore said: One should never make friends (na hy
kuryat karhicit sakhyam) with the unsteady mind (manasi
anavasthite) because by trusting the mind (yad-visrambhat) even
the long-standing (cirat cirnam) austerity of Siva (tapa aisvaram)
was quickly destroyed (caskanda).



15.6.4
nityarh dadati kamasya
cchidrarh tam anu ye 'rayah
yoginah krta-maitrasya
patyur jayeva pumscali

The mind of the yogi who trusts it (yoginah krta-maitrasya) gives
opportunity (nityam cchidram dadati) to lust (kamasya) and its
followers anger and greed (tam anu ye arayah), just as the
trusting husband’s loose wite gives opportunity to her lover
(patyur purn$cali jaya iva).



15.6.5 |
kamo manyur mado lobhah
Soka-moha-bhayadayah
karma-bandha$ ca yan-milah
svikuryat ko nu tad budhah

What intelligent person (ko nu tad budhah) would trust the mind
(svikuryat), which is the cause (yad-mulah) of lust, anger, pride,
greed (kamo manyur mado lobhah), lamentation, illusion, fear

(Soka-moha-bhaya-adayah) and the cause ot bondage by karma
(karma-bandhah ca)?



Section I — 5.6.1-5 Never trust the Unsteady Mind

I Pariksit to Sukadev Goswami:

Self-satistied atmaramas like Rsabhadev do not have any desire for enjoyment.
Hence, the mystic powers should not bother them. Why then did Rsabhadev
reject the mystic powers?

Sukadev Goswami to Pariksit:

What you say is right, but intelligent people never put faith in the unsteady mind
as it is like a degraded, cunning person.

Why do you say so?

Sometimes it shows purity, with power not to be influenced by lust and anger, and
one day the mind makes the sadhaka who has become lax in effort to fall down by
a sudden appearance of lust or anger.

21 Therefore it is said that one should never make friends with the unsteady mind. It
quickly destroyed the long-standing austerity of even Lord Siva.

-3 The mind of the yogi who trusts it gives opportunity to lust and its followers anger
and greed, just as the trusting husband’s loose wife gives opportunity to her lover.

51 Hence, what intelligent person would trust the mind, which is the cause of all bad

qualities like lust and the cause of bondage by karma?



I 5.6.6 ||

athaivam akhila-loka-pala-lalamo 'pi vilaksanair jadavad avadhtuita-vesa-
bhasa-caritair avilaksita-bhagavat-prabhavo yoginam samparaya-vidhim
anusiksayan sva-kalevaram jihasur atmany atmanam asarmvyavahitam
anarthantara-bhavenanviksamana uparatanuvrttir upararama.

Though he was the head of all the protectors of planets (atha evam akhila-
loka-pala-lalamah api), he hid his nature as the Supreme Lord (avilaksita-
bhagavat-prabhavah) by appearing dull-witted (jadavad vilaksanaih),
wearing the dress of an avadhiita and speaking like an avadhuta (avadhuta-
vesa-bhasa-caritaih). Teaching the yogis (yoginam anusiksayan) how to
give the material body (samparaya-vidhim), he desired to give an
appearance of giving up his body. Constantly seeing himself (atmanam
anviksamanah) as non-different from the Lord (atmany anarthantara-
bhavena) and having no obstacle of material energy obstructing him
(asamvyavahitam), imitating the avadhtuta (uparata anuvrttih), he ended
his pastimes on earth (upararama).



15.6.7 |l

tasya ha va evarh mukta-lingasya bhagavata rsabhasya yogamaya-vasanaya
deha imam jagatim abhimanabhasena sankramamanah konka-venka-
kutakan daksina-karnatakan desan yadrcchayopagatah kutakacalopavana
asya krtasma-kavala unmada iva mukta-murdhajo 'samvita eva vicacara.

The body of the Supreme Lord Rsabhadeva (tasya ha bhagavata rsabhasya
dehah), who hid his qualities as the Lord during his pastimes (evarm mukta-
lingasya), wandered over the earth (imam jagatim sankramamanah) as if
moving by the remaining shadow of avidya’s influence (abhimana
abhasena), though actually he was under the influence of yoga-maya
(yogamaya-vasanaya). Reaching Konka, Venka and Kutaka in Karnataka
state in South India (konka-venka-kutakan daksina-karnatakan desan
upagatah) by his own will (yadrcchaya), he came to Kutakacala (kutakacala
upavana). He moved like a madman (unmada iva vicacara), naked
(asamvitah), with disheveled hair (mukta-murdhajah), and had a stone in
his mouth (asya krta asma-kavala).



15.6.8 ||
atha samira-vega-vidhuita-venu-vikarsana-jatogra-davanalas tad
vanam alelihanah saha tena dadaha.

An intense forest fire (ugra-davanalah) created by the rubbing of
bamboos (venu-vikarsana-jata) agitated by the force of the wind
(samira-vega-vidhuta), devouring everything (alelihanah),
burned up the forest (vanam dadaha) along with Rsabhadeva
(saha tena).



Section II — 5.6.6-8 Rsabhadeva leaves the planet

Though he was Supreme Lord, He hid his nature by appearing dull-
witted and behaving like an avadhuta.
He desired to give an appearance of giving up his body for teaching
the yogis on how to give up the body.

His body wandered over the earth as if moving by maha-maya, though
actually he was under the influence ot yoga-maya. Thus wandering He
reached the gardens of Kutakachala in Karnataka.

An intense forest fire created by the rubbing of bamboos burned up
the forest along with Rsabhadeva. While the fire destroyed the gross
bodies of the animals and trees of the garden, Rsabhadeva destroyed
their subtle bodies and gave them liberation by His mercy.



15.6.9 |
yasya kilanucaritam upakarnya konka-venka-kutakanam rajarhan-
namopasiksya kalav adharma utkrsyamane bhavitavyena
vimohitah sva-dharma-patham akuto-bhayam apahaya kupatha-
pakhandam asamafjasarn nija-manisaya mandah
sampravartayisyate.

King Arhat ot Konka, Venka and Kutaka regions (konka-venka-
kutakanam arhatmama raja), hearing about and learning the
activities of Rsabhadeva (yasya kila anucaritam upakarnya
upasiksya), would become bewildered (vimohitah) when adharma
increased in Kali-yuga (kalav adharma utkrsyamane) by the results
of bad karma (bhavitavyena). Foolishly giving up (mandah
apahaya) his path of dharma (sva-dharma-patham) which destroys
all dangers (akuto-bhayam), by his own mind (nija-manisaya) he
propagated a deviant path (sampravartayisyate kupatha-
pakhandam) which rejected the scriptures (asamanjasam).



I 5.6.10 ||
yena ha vava kalau manujapasada deva-maya-mohitah sva-vidhi-
niyoga-sauca-caritra-vihina deva-helanany apavratani nija-nijecchaya
grhnana asnananacamanasauca-kesolluficanadini kalinadharma-
bahulenopahata-dhiyo brahma-brahmana-yajha-purusa-loka-
vidiisakah prayena bhavisyanti.

By that system (yena), bewildered by the Lord’s maya (deva-maya-
mohitah), the lowest of mankind (manuja apasadah), making their
own rules (sva-vidhi-niyoga) which are devoid of clean conduct
(Sauca-caritra-vihina), will practice vows against scripture (apavratani
grhnana) without bathing, acamana (asnana anacamana), Sauca
(asauca) and while plucking out their body hairs (kesa ulluficana
adini), and at the same time ignoring the Lord (deva-helanany). Their
minds overcome by the proliferation of adharma (dharma-bahulena
upahata-dhiyah) in Kali-yuga (kalina), they will criticize (prayena
vidiisakah bhavisyanti) the Vedas, brahmanas, sacrifice, the Lord and
the devotees (brahma-brahmana-yajna-purusa-loka).



15.6.11 |
te ca hy arvaktanaya nija-loka-yatrayandha-paramparayasvastas
tamasy andhe svayam eva prapatisyanti.

These lowest of people (te ca), faithtul (asvastah) to an ignorant
tradition (andha-paramparaya) concocted by themselves (nija-
loka-yatraya), which will not accept the authority of the Vedas
(arvaktanaya), will fall down to hell (tamasy andhe svayam eva
prapatisyanti).



Section III — 5.6.9-11 Sukadeva Goswami predicts the starting
of Jain religion by King Arhat

T Seytme

In Kali Yuga a king by the name Arhat of the Konka, Venka
and Kutaka regions would hear about the activities of

Rsabhadeva and would foolishly give up his path ot dharma
and concoct a deviant path (Jainism) which rejects all the
scriptures.

Followers of this religion will make their own rules which
are devoid of clean conduct. They will practice vows against
scripture without proper cleanliness. They will pluck out
their body hairs, and ignore the Lord. They will also
criticize the Vedas, brahmanas, sacrifice, the Lord and the
devotees. Hence, they will fall down to hell.




15.6.12 ||
ayam avataro rajasopapluta-kaivalyopasiksanarthah.

Rsabhadeva appeared in this world (ayam avatarah) to teach
liberation (kaivalya upasiksana arthah) which had become lost
due to the influence of time (rajasa upapluta).



1 5.6.13 ||
tasyanugunan Slokan gayanti—
aho bhuvah sapta-samudravatya

dvipesu varsesv adhipunyam etat
gayanti yatratya-jana murareh
karmani bhadrany avataravanti

Sages sing verses about Rsabhadeva, describing his qualities as
follows (tasya anugunan sSlokan gayanti);: among the lands
(varsesu) in the islands (dvipesu) with seven seas (sapta-
samudravatya) on this earth (bhuvah), Bharata-varsa is the most
pious (etat adhipunyam) because its inhabitants (yatratya-janah)
sing (gayanti) about the auspicious activities (bhadrany
karmani) ot the Lord’s incarnations (murareh avataravanti).



1 5.6.14 ||
aho nu vamso yasasavadatah
praiyavrato yatra puman puranah
krtavatarah purusah sa adyas
cacara dharmam yad akarma-hetum

The dynasty of Priyavrata (aho nu praiyavrato vamsah) is shining
with fame (yasasa avadatah). In that dynasty the eternal Supreme
Lord has appeared (yatra puman puranah). The most excellent
Lord (sah adyah purusah) enacted dharma (cacara dharmam) by
which one can destroy all karma (yad akarma-hetum).



15.6.15 ||
ko nv asya kastham aparo 'nugacchen
mano-rathenapy abhavasya yogi
yo yoga-mayah sprhayaty udasta
hy asattaya yena krta-prayatnah

Which yogi (kah nu aparo yogi) who desires (sprhayaty) the
powers rejected by Rsabhadeva (yoga-mayah wudasta) as
insubstantial (asattaya) and makes efforts to gain them (yena
krta-prayatnah), can follow (anugacchet), even in his mind
(mano-rathena apy), the example set by unborn Rsabhadeva
(asya abhavasya kastham)?



I 5.6.16 ||
iti ha sma sakala-veda-loka-deva-brahmana-gavar parama-guror bhagavata
rsabhakhyasya visuddhacaritam iritarh purnsam samasta-
duscaritabhiharanam parama-maha-mangalayanam idam
anusraddhayopacitayanusrnoty asravayati vavahito bhagavati tasmin
vasudeva ekantato bhaktir anayor api samanuvartate.

I have described (iti ha sma iritarh) the activities of Lord Rsabhadeva
(bhagavata rsabhakhyasya visuddha acaritam), the benefactor (parama-
guroh) of the Vedas, the people, devatas, brahmanas and cows (sakala-veda-
loka-deva-brahmana-gavam). With great faith (anusraddhaya), one should
attentively hear and chant (purhsam anusrmoty asravayati) this story which
destroys all sins of man (purnsam samasta-duscarita abhiharanam) and
creates complete auspiciousness (parama-maha-mangalayanam).  Pure
bhakti for Vasudeva (bhagavati vasudeva ekantato bhaktir) will develop
(samanuvartate) in the attentive hearer, chanter, rememberer or enjoyer of
these pastimes (avahito anusraddhaya upacitaya anusrnoty asravayati va
anayoh api).



15.6.17 ||
yasyam eva kavaya atmanam aviratarm vividha-vrjina-samsara-
paritapopatapyamanam anusavanarm snapayantas tayaiva paraya
nirvrtya hy apavargam atyantikarm parama-purusartham api
svayam asaditam no evadriyante bhagavadiyatvenaiva
parisamapta-sarvarthah.

The wise (kavayah), suffering from (upatapyamanam) various
calamities of material life (aviratarn vividha-vrjina-samsara-
paritapa), continually bathe (anusavanam snapayantah)
themselves (atmanam) in the lake of bhakti (taya eva), and
because of its intense bliss (paraya nirvrtya), they do not strive
(no eva adriyante) for liberation (apavargam atyantikam),
though it is considered the highest goal (parama-purusartham
api), which comes of its own accord (svayam eva asaditarn) since
they have attained everything (parisamapta-sarvarthah) by being
the servants of the Lord (bhagavadiyatvena).



1 5.6.18 ||
rajan patir gurur alarh bhavatam yadianam
daivarm priyah kula-patih kva ca kinkaro vah
astv evam anga bhagavan bhajatarmh mukundo
muktim dadati karhicit sma na bhakti-yogam

O King Pariksit (rajan)! Krsna (bhagavan mukundo) was the
protector, instructor (patih guruh), object of worship, giver of
attection (daivam priyah), and the protector (kula-patih) of both
the Yadus and Pandavas (bhavatarmm yadianarm). But he was
sometimes your servant (kva ca kinkaro vah). The Lord gives
liberation (muktimm dadati karhicit) but not even bhava-bhakti
(na bhakti-yogam) to those who worship him (bhajatam).



1 5.6.19 ||
nityanubhiuita-nija-labha-nivrtta-trsnah
Sreyasy atad-racanaya cira-supta-buddheh
lokasya yah karunayabhayam atma-lokam
akhyan namo bhagavate rsabhaya tasmai

I ofter my respects to Rsabhadeva, the Supreme Lord (namo
bhagavate rsabhaya tasmai), who (yah), giving up all material
thirst (nivrtta-trsnah) because of eternally experiencing the bliss
of his svartipa (nitya anubhitita-nija-labha), taught by his great
mercy (akhyat karunaya) the attainment of Vaikuntha (atma-
lokam), which removes all fear (abhayam) from people (lokasya)
whose intelligence has been long unaware (cira-supta-buddheh)
of the highest goal (Sreyasy), since they have been involved in
activities for the body (atad-racanaya).



Section IV — 5.6.12-19 Gloritying Rsabhadeva

T e

\U) Rsabhadeva appeared in this world to teach liberation which had become lost due to

the influence of time.

|5} Sages thus glorify Rsabhadeva:

e In the whole of Bhu-Mandala Bharata-varsa is the most pious because its inhabitants
sing about the auspicious activities of the Lord’s incarnations.

e Amongst all the dynasties, the dynasty of Priyavrata is most glorious because Lord
Rsabhadeva appeared.

e Rsabhadeva is the greatest yogi and no other yogi can try to imitate Him even in his
mind as He rejected all the siddhis for which they strive so hard

[} Phala Sruti:
One who attentively and with faith hears and speaks these pastimes will:
e Destroy all sins
e Gain all auspiciousness
e Get Pure devotion



17|0f the three benefits mentioned above, the third benefit of pure devotion
is the highest goal as the devotees who continually bathe themselves in the
lake of bhakti experience an intense bliss and hence they do not strive for
even liberation, though it considered the highest goal, since they have

attained everything by being the servants of the Lord.

113} Oh Pariksit! Don’t feel that you are in anyway inferior because the Lord did

not appear in your dynasty. Krsna was equal to both the Yadus and the
Pandavas by acting as the protector, instructor, object of worship, and giver
of affection. But out of His intense affection for the Pandavas, He sometimes
acted as the servant, messenger and charioteer only for the Pandavas and not
the Yadus. The Lord gives liberation very easily for His devotees. But He
chooses to give Bhava-bhakti only to a select few, what then to speak of
Prema, which you Pandavas possess.

I°) 1 offer my respects to Rsabhadeva who taught, by his great mercy, the
attainment of Vaikuntha, which removes all fear from foolish people who are
unaware of the highest goal, since they have been involved in activities for

the body.



