Srimad Bhagavatam
Canto — 5
Chapter — 12
Jada Bharata Refutes the King’s Arguments

(Conversation Between Maharaja Rahiigana and Jada Bharata)



Section I — 5.12.1-4 Rahugana thanks Jada Bharata and asks
further questions

Text-1
rahigana uvaca
namo namah karana-vigrahaya
svariipa-tucchikrta-vigrahaya
namo 'vadhiita dvija-bandhu-linga-
nigiidha-nityanubhavaya tubhyam

King Rahuigana said: O avadhita (avadhuta)! 1 offer respects to
you (namo namah), having an eternal form like the Lord (karana-
vigrahaya), which makes the writers of scripture insignificant by its
experience of bliss (svarupa-tucchikrta-vigrahaya). I offer respects
to you (namo tubhyam), who have hidden your eternal experience
of bliss (nigiidha-nitya anubhavaya) in the form of a brahmana
(dvija-bandhu-linga).



Section I — 5.12.1-4 Rahugana thanks Jada Bharata and asks
further questions

Text 2
jvaramayartasya yathagadar sat
nidagha-dagdhasya yatha himambhah
kudeha-manahi-vidasta-drsteh
brahman vacas te 'mrtam ausadham me

O brahmana (brahman)! Just as correct medicine (yatha sat
agadam) cures a person suffering from fever (jvara amaya artasya),
or ice water (yatha hima ambhah) relieves a person burned by the
summer sun (nidagha-dagdhasya), your words (te vacah) are the
medicine (ausadham) for me (me), who has been bitten (vidasta) by
the snake of false identity with the despicable body (kudeha-mana -
drsteh ahi). Your words are nectar (amrtam).



Mukunda Mala Stotra

idarh sarirarh parinama-pesalam
pataty avasyam $ata-sandhi-jarjaram
kim ausadhar prcchasi midha durmate
niramayarh krsna-rasayanar piba

This body's beauty is tleeting (idarh sariram parinama-pesalar), and
at last the body must succumb to death (pataty avasyam) after its
hundreds of joints have stiffened with old age ($sata-sandhi-jarjaram).
So why, bewildered fool, are you asking for medication (kim
ausadham prcchasi mudha durmate)? Just take the Krsna elixir
(krsna-rasayanarn piba), the one cure that never fails (niramayarm).



1 8.6.13 ||

tarh tvarh vayam natha samujjihanam
saroja-nabhaticirepsitartham
drstva gata nirvrtam adya sarve
gaja davarta iva gangam ambhah

O lotus-navel lord (saroja-nabha)! O master (natha)! Having seen
you (tvam drstva), the long-desired goal of life (aticira ipsita
artham), who have directly appeared before us (samujjihanam), we
have all attained bliss today (sarve adya nirvrtam gata), just as
elephants aftlicted by a forest fire (davarta gaja iva) attain bliss in the
water of the Ganga (gangam ambhah).



4.7.35
siddha tcuh
ayam tvat-katha-mrsta-piytisa-nadyam
mano varanah klesa-davagni-dagdhah
trsarto 'vagadho na sasmara davam
na niskramati brahma-sampannavan nah

The prema-bhaktas said: Our minds (nah manah), like an
elephant (varanah) burned from a forest fire (klesa-
davagni-dagdhah) and afflicted by thirst (trsa arto),
become absorbed (avagadhah) in the sweet, pure river of
your pastimes (tvat-katha-mrsta-piytisa-nadyam), do not
remember the fire of samsara (na sasmara davar), and do
not come out of that river (na niskramati), as it having
merged in Brahman (brahma-sampanna vat).



Section I — 5.12.1-4 Rahugana thanks Jada Bharata and asks
further questions

Text 3
tasmad bhavantarmh mama sams$ayartham
praksyami pascad adhuna subodham
adhyatma-yoga-grathitar tavoktam
akhyahi kautiihala-cetaso me

[ will later tell you my topics of doubt (bhavantam mama sarmsaya
artharn pascad praksyami). Now please explain (adhuna akhyahi)
what you have said (tava uktam) about adhyatma-yoga (adhyatma-
yoga-grathitam), making it easy to understand (subodham), since I
am inquisitive (kauttithala-cetaso me).



Section I — 5.12.1-4 Rahugana thanks Jada Bharata and asks
further questions

Text 4
yad aha yogesvara drSyamanam
kriya-phalam sad-vyavahara-milam
na hy anjasa tattva-vimarsanaya
bhavan amusmin bhramate mano me

O master of yoga (yogesvara)! You have said (yad aha bhavan) that
the results of action (kriya-phalamm) seen in this world
(drsyamanam) are simply based on convention (sad-vyavahara-
millam) and cannot be correctly said to be the highest truth (na hy
afjasa tattva-vimar$anaya). My mind is bewildered by this
(amusmin bhramate mano me).



Section I — 5.12.1-4 Rahugana thanks Jada Bharata and asks further
questions

Rahugana to Jada Bharata:
1. 1 offer my respects to you having an eternal, blisstul form like the
Lord. You have hidden your eternal experience of bliss in the form of
a Brahmana

2. Your words are the medicine for me, who has been bitten by the
snake of false identity with the despicable body. Your words are
nectar.

3. 1will later tell you my topics of doubt. Now please explain what you
have said about adhyatma-yoga, making it easy to understand, since
] am inquisitive.

4. You have said that the results of action seen in this world are simply
based on convention and cannot be correctly said to be the highest
truth. My mind is bewildered by this.



Section II — 5.12.5-10 Jada Bharata establishes that falsity of the material world
Text 5-6
brahmana uvaca
ayam jano nama calan prthivyam
yah parthivah parthiva kasya hetoh
tasyapi canghryor adhi gulpha-jangha-
jantru-madhyora-sirodhararmsah

arhse 'dhi darvi sibika ca yasyam
sauvira-rajety apadesa aste
yasmin bhavan radha-nijabhimano
rajasmi sindhusv iti durmadandhah

The brahmana (Jada Bharata) said: O King (parthiva)! This carrier (ayam jano),
who is a transtormation of earth (yah parthivah), walks on the earth (calan
prthivyam) for some reason (kasya hetoh). Above his feet (tasya api ca anghryor
adhi) are ankles, calves, knees, thigh, waist, chest, neck, and shoulders (gulpha-
jangha- janu-tru-madhya-ura-sirodhara-amsah). Above the shoulders (amse adhi)
is the wooden palanquin (darvi Sibika) and in the palanquin (yasyam) is the
person called the King of Sauvira (sauvira-raja ity apadesa aste), who, blinded by
illusion (yasmin bhavan durmada andhah) of false identity (radha-nija
abhimano), thinks “I am the King of Sindhu (raja asmi sindhusv).



Section II — 5.12.5-10 Jada Bharata establishes that falsity of the
material world

Text 7

Socyan imars tvam adhikasta-dinan
vistya nigrhnan niranugraho 'si
janasya goptasmi vikatthamano

na Ssobhase vrddha-sabhasu dhrstah

Seizing by force (vistya nigrhnan) these wretched, suftering people
(imams $ocyan adhikasta-dinan), you are without mercy (tvam
niranugraho asi). You are proudly boasting (vikatthamano) that you
are the protector of the people (janasya gopta asmi), but simply
being impudent (dhrstah), you are not glorious in the assembly of
the wise (na Sobhase vrddha-sabhasu).



Section II — 5.12.5-10 Jada Bharata establishes that falsity of the
material world

Text 8
yada ksitav eva caracarasya
vidama nistham prabhavam ca nityam
tan namato 'nyad vyavahara-miulam
nirapyatar sat-kriyayanumeyam

Since (yada) we see (vidama) the constant appearance and
disappearance (nityam prabhavam ca nistharm) of moving and non-
moving beings (cara acarasya) on the earth (ksitav), it should be
concluded (nirapyatam) that the cause of the conventional world
(tat-vyavahara-muilam), inferred by your reference to action (sat-
kriyaya anumeyam), is earth alone (ksitav eva) and anything else
appears distinct (anyad) because of name only (namato).



Section II — 5.12.5-10 Jada Bharata establishes that falsity of the
material world

Text 9
evam niruktam ksiti-sabda-vrttam
asan nidhanat paramanavo ye
avidyaya manasa kalpitas te
yesam samithena krto visesah

What is known by the word “earth” (evam ksiti-sabda-vrttam) exists
in name only (niruktarn) because earth is resolved into atomic
particles (asat nidhanat paramanavo ye), which are imagined by the
mind out of ignorance (avidyaya manasa kalpitas te). Out of their

combination (yesam samithena), a particular object is made (krto
visesah).



Section II — 5.12.5-10 Jada Bharata establishes that falsity of the
material world

Text 10
evam krsam sthiilam anur brhad yad
asac ca saj jivam ajivam anyat
dravya-svabhavasaya-kala-karma-
namnajayavehi krtam dvitiyam

Know that (avehi) everything is made by maya (ajaya krtam),
characterized by (namna) substance, nature, mind, time and karma
(dravya-svabhava-asaya-kala-karma), with divisions (dvitiyam) of
fine and very fine (anuh), big and very big (brhad), cause and etfect

(asat ca sat), conscious and unconscious (jivam ajivam), skinny and
fat (krsam sthulam).



Section II — 5.12.5-10 Jada Bharata establishes that falsity of the
material world

Jada Bharata to Rahugana:
5-6. Oh Rahugana! This carrier is a transtormation of earth.

* His feet, ankles, calves etc., and the palanquin, everything
is a transformation of earth

* In the palanquin is the king of Sauvira, who is also a
transformation of earth.

* But you, blinded by illusion of false identity, are thinking
that you are the king of Sauvira.

7. Oh Rahugana! You had mentioned that ruling the citizens
was dharma, but understand that ruling over the citizens by
engaging them forcibly, without mercy, is not dharma, but
adharma.



8-9.0h Rahugana! Let me now prove the illusory nature of the conventional
world through logic. You can understand this if your sense of logic is
working

*  We know that living beings arise from earth and disappear into the
earth. Therefore, the cause of conventional world should be discerned
as transformations of earth only. They are different in name only.

Ok. I agree. But at least the earth is real!

* No. The word “earth” exists in name only.

Why?

* The earth is resolved into atomic particles, which are the cause of the
earth. Earth cannot exist except for these particles.

Ok. I agree. But at least the atomic particles are real!

* No. These particles have been imagined by the mind out of ignorance
by philosophers, in order to explain the effects in this world as we
perceive. Therefore the particles are also unreal.

* Thus, I have proven the illusory nature of this world.

10. Know that everything is made of maya characterized by dravya, svabhava,
mind, time and karma, with divisions of fine, big, conscious, unconscious,
skinny, fat etc.



Section III — 5.12.11-13 Jada Bharata establishes that the Lord’s
qualities, His abode and Bhakti are true

If everything that you see in this world are creation of maya, then
what is the truth?

Text 11
jianar viSuddham paramartham ekam
anantaram tv abahir brahma satyam
pratyak prasantam bhagavac-chabda-samjiam
yad vasudevam kavayo vadanti

The wise say (kavayo vadanti) that the truth (satyam jhanarn) is
beyond the gunas (visSuddharm), contains everything including
liberation (paramartham), is one without a second (ekam), is all-
pervading (anantararh tv abahih), is Brahman (brahma), Paramatma
(pratyak prasantam) and Bhagavan (bhagavad-$abda-sarhjiam),
and is Vasudeva (yad vasudevam).



Section III — 5.12.11-13 Jada Bharata establishes that the Lord’s
qualities, His abode and Bhakti are true

How to attain that Vasudeva?

Text 12
rahtiganaitat tapasa na yati
na cejyaya nirvapanad grhad va
na cchandasa naiva jalagni-sairyair
vina mahat-pada-rajo-'bhisekam

Without bathing in the dust from the feet of great devotees (vina
mahat-pada-rajo-abhisekam), one cannot realize the Lord (na etad
yati) through concentration of the mind (tapasa), performance of
sacrifices (1jyaya), distributing food (nirvapanad), building shelters
for the destitute (grhad va), studying the Vedas (cchandasa), or
performing austerities in the water, fire or the sun (jala-agni-
suryair).



Section III — 5.12.11-13 Jada Bharata establishes that the Lord’s
qualities, His abode and Bhakti are true

How does devotee’s association help one attain Vasudeva? What is
the process?

Text 13
yatrottamasloka-gunanuvadah
prastityate gramya-katha-vighatah
nisevyamano nudinam mumuksor
matirh satirh yacchati vasudeve

Where there are great devotees (yatra), talks concerning the
qualities of the Lord (uttamasloka-guna anuvadah), which destroy
material topics (gramya-katha-vighatah), are sung (prastuyate).
Heard constantly (nisevyamano anudinam) even by those desiring
liberation (mumuksor), those topics produce (yacchati) pure
thoughts of Vasudeva (vasudeve satim matim).



Section III — 5.12.11-13 Jada Bharata establishes that the Lord’s qualities, His abode and
Bhakti are true

11. Then what is the truth?
* The wise say that the truth is beyond the gunas
* It contains everything including liberation
* Itis one without a second
e Itisall pervading
* Itis Brahman, Paramatma and Bhagavan
e Itis Vasudeva

12. How to attain that Vasudeva?
 Itis not possible through austerities, sacrifice, food distribution, building shelters,
or by studying the vedas
Then how is it possible?
 Itis possible only by taking shelter of the process of bhakti, which is attained by
the mercy of the devotees
* Therefore, one should take bath in the dust of pure devotees

13. How does devotee’s association help one attain Vasudeva? What is the process?
* Where there are great devotees, talks concerning the qualities of the Lord are sung
constantly.
* Such talks produce pure thoughts of Vasudeva



Section IV — 5.12.14-16 Jada Bharata reveals his history

Who are you, so merciful to give such teachings to an oftender like
me?

Text 14
aharm pura bharato nama raja
vimukta-drsta-Sruta-sanga-bandhah
aradhanarm bhagavata thamano
mrgo 'bhavarh mrga-sangad dhatarthah

Previously I was a king named Bharata (aham pura bharato nama
raja), who was free of attachment to all material dealings (vimukta-
sanga-bandhah) seen or heard (drsta-sruta). 1 worshiped the Lord
(aradhanarm bhagavata thamanah), but from association with a deer
(mrga-sangad), 1 was thwarted in my goal (hata arthah), and
became a deer (mrgo abhavat).



Section IV — 5.12.14-16 Jada Bharata reveals his history

Who are you, so merciful to give such teachings to an offender like
me?

Text 15
sa mam smrtir mrga-dehe 'pi vira
krsnarcana-prabhava no jahati
atho aham jana-sangad asango
visankamano 'vivrtas carami

O King Rahtigana (vira)! In the body of a deer (sa mrga-dehe api),
my memory (marh smrtir), by the power of my previous worship of
Krsna (krsna-arcana-prabhava), did not leave me (na jahati).
Fearing material association (atho jana-sangad visankamano), I
wander about alone incognito (asango avivrtah carami aham).



Section IV — 5.12.14-16 Jada Bharata reveals his history

In essence, one needs 2 things to attain the Lord at the end of
Samsara:

Text 16
tasman naro 'sanga-susanga-jata-
jhanasinehaiva vivrkna-mohah
harim tad-iha-kathana-srutabhyam
labdha-smrtir yaty atiparam adhvanah

Cutting up illusion (vivrkna-mohah) by the sword of knowledge
(jiana asina) arising from detachment from matter and attachment
to devotees (asanga-susanga-jata), and gaining remembrance of the
Lord (labdha-smrtir) by speaking about and hearing (kathana-
sSrutabhyarm) the pastimes of the Lord (harimm tad-tha), a person
attains the Lord (tasman narah yaty atiparam) at the end of sarisara
(adhvanah).



Section IV — 5.12.14-16 Jada Bharata reveals his history

14-15. Who are you, so merciful to give such teachings to an offender like me?

Previously, I was a king named Bharata.

[ was completely free of material attachment, and I was engaged in
worship of the Supreme Lord

But, [ was thwarted in my goal by becoming attached to a deer.

[ became a deer in my next life.

By the power of my previous worship of Krsna, my memory did not
leave me even in this deer body.

Now, in this body, I wander about alone, fearing material association.

16. In essence, one needs 2 things to attain the Lord at the end of Samsara:

A) Destruction of illusion B) Gaining remembrance of the Lord

A) One can destroy illusion through knowledge, which arises from
detachment from matter and attachment to devotees

B) One can attain remembrance of Lord through speaking about and
hearing about the Lord



