Canto Five - Chapter
Seventeen

The Descent of the River
Ganges



15.17.1 |
$ri-Suka uvaca
tatra bhagavatah saksad yajna-lingasya visnor vikramato vama-padangustha-nakha-
nirbhinnordhvanda-kataha-vivarenantah-pravista ya bahya-jala-dhara tac-carana-
pankajavanejanaruna-kinjalkoparanjitakhila-jagad-agha-malapahopasparsanamala saksad
bhagavat-padity anupalaksita-vaco 'bhidhiyamanati-mahata kalena yuga-
sahasropalaksanena divo miardhany avatatara yat tad visnu-padam ahuh.

When the Lord appeared as Vamana and stepped over the earth with his right foot (tatra
bhagavatah saksad yajna-lingasya visnor vikramatah), the water which entered from
outside (antah-pravista ya bahya-jala-dhara), by piercing the covering of the universe with
the big toe of his left foot (vama-pada angustha-nakha-nirbhinna tardhva anda-kataha-
vivarena), tinted red from the color of Lord’s feet and the kumkuma (aruna-kinjalka-
uparanjita) coming from the water that washed his lotus feet (tat-carana-pankaja-
avanejana), which purifies by its touch all sins of the world (upasparsana-akhila-jagad-agha-
mala-apaha) but remains pure (amala), not known by any other name (anupalaksita-vacah),
was called Bhagavat-padi, “water coming from the foot of the Lord (saksad bhagavat-padi
ity abhidhiyamana).” After a long time, a thousand yugas (ati-mahata kalena yuga-sahasra-
upalaksanena), the river descended to Dhruva-loka (divah murdhany avatatara), which
then became known as Visnu-pada, the abode of Visnu (tad visnu-padam ahuh).



I15.17.2 ||
yatra ha vava vira-vrata auttanapadih parama-bhagavato 'smat-kula-devata-
caranaravindodakam iti yam anusavanam utkrsyamana-bhagavad-bhakti-yogena
drdham klidyamanantar-hrdaya autkanthya-vivasamilita-locana-yugala-kudmala-
vigalitamala-baspa-kalayabhivyajyamana-roma-pulaka-kulako 'dhunapi
paramadarena Sirasa bibharti.

On Dhruva-loka (yatra), Dhruva Maharaja, the famous son of Maharaja Uttanapada
(auttanapadih), known as an exalted devotee of the Supreme Lord (parama-
bhagavatah) because of his firm determination in executing devotional service
(vira-vrata), whose heart is softened (drdham klidyamana antar-hrdaya) with
bhakti-yoga increasing at every moment (anusavanam utkrsyamana-bhagavad-
bhakti-yogena), whose hairs stand on end (abhivyajyamana-roma-pulaka-kulakah)
while tears (baspa-kalaya) flow uncontrolled (vivasa vigalita) from his closed eyes
(amilita-locana-yugala-kudmala) in great longing (autkanthya), with great respect
(parama adarena) even now (adhuna api) holds on his head (Sirasa bibharti) that
water, thinking “This is the foot water from the deity of our family (asmat-kula-
devata-caranaravinda-udakam iti).”



15.17.3 ]
tatah sapta rsayas tat prabhavabhijia yam nanu tapasa atyantiki
siddhir etavati bhagavati sarvatmani vasudeve 'muparata-bhakti-
yoga-labhenaivopeksitanyarthatma-gatayo muktim ivagatam
mumuksava iva sabahu-manam adyapi jata-jatair udvahanti.

The seven great sages (tatah sapta rsayah), aware of the influence
of the water of the Ganga (tat prabhava abhijia), ignoring all
other goals (upeksita anya artha-atma-gatayah) because of their
continuous bhakti-yoga to the all-pervading Supreme Lord
Vasudeva (bhagavati sarvatmani vasudeve anuparata-bhakti-
yoga-labhena), thinking “This is the perfection of austerities
(tapasa atyantiki siddhir etavati),” to this day (adyapi)
respecttfully keep (sabahu-manam udvahanti) Ganges water in
their matted locks (yam jata-jutair), as much as persons desiring
liberation respect liberation (mumuksavah muktim iva).



15.17.4 ]
tato 'neka-sahasra-koti-vimananika-sankula-deva-yanenavatar-
antindu mandalam avarya brahma-sadane nipatati.

After puritying the seven planets near Dhruva-loka (tatah), the
Ganga’s water, carried on the path through the heavens (deva-
yanena avataranti) by throngs of celestial airplanes (aneka-
sahasra-koti-vimananika-sankula), inundates the moon (indu
mandalam avarya ) and finally reaches Lord Brahma's abode atop
Mount Meru (brahma-sadane nipatati).



15.17.5 |
tatra caturdha bhidyamana caturbhir namabhis catur-disam
abhispandanti nada-nadi-patim evabhinivisati sitalakananda
caksur bhadreti.

On top of Mount Meru (tatra), the Ganga divides into four
branches (caturdha bhidyamana), each of which tlows in a
different direction (catur-disam abhispandanti). These branches,
known by the names (caturbhir namabhih) Sita, Alakananda,
Caksu and Bhadra (sita-alakananda-caksur-bhadra iti), flow
down to the ocean (nada-nadi-patim eva abhinivisati).



15.17.6 |

sita tu brahma-sadanat kesaracaladi-giri-Sikharebhyo 'dho 'dhah
prasravantl gandhamadana-murdhasu patitvantarena
bhadrasva-varsam pracyam disi ksara-samudram abhipravisati.

The branch ot the Ganges known as the Sita, tlowing from
Brahmapuri atop Mount Meru (sita tu brahma-sadanat), runs
down to the nearby peaks of the Kesaracala Mountains
(kesaracaladi-giri-Sikharebhyo adho adhah prasravanti), and
from there, to the peak of Gandhamiddana Mountain
(gandhamadana-murdhasu patitva). It then tlows into the land
of Bhadrasva-varsa (antarena bhadrasva-varsam). Finally it
reaches the ocean of salt water in the east (pracyam disi ksara-
samudram abhipravisati).



1 5.17.7 |l

evam malyavac-chikharan nispatanti tato 'nuparata-vega
ketumalam abhi caksuh praticyam disi sarit-patirh pravisati.

The branch of the Ganga known as Caksu (caksuh), falling from
the summit of Malyavan Mountain (evarn malyavan-sikharan
nispatanti), cascades into Ketumala-varsa (tato ketumalam abhi)
with uninterrupted force (anuparata-vega) and enters the ocean
of salt water in the west (praticyar disi sarit-patirh pravisati).



15.17.8 |
bhadra cottarato meru-siraso nipatita giri-Sikharad giri-
Sikharam atihaya srngavatah srngad avasyandamana uttarams
tu kurtn abhita udicyam disi jaladhim abhipravisati.

The branch of the Ganga known as Bhadra, flowing from the
northern side of Mount Meru (bhadra ca uttarato meru-sirasah),
fall onto the peaks of Kesara Mountain, Nila Mount, Sveta
Mountain and Srngavan Mountain in succession (nipatita giri-
Sikharad  giri-Sikharam  atihaya ~ srmgavatah  s$rmgad
avasyandamana). Then it runs down into the province of Kuru
(uttarams tu kurtn abhita) and flows into the saltwater ocean in
the north (udicyam disi jaladhim abhipravisati).



15.17.9 ||
tathaivalakananda daksinena brahma-sadanad bahtni giri-katany
atikramya hemakatad dhaimakiitany ati-rabhasatara-ramhasa luthayanti
bharatam abhivarsam daksinasyar disi jaladhim abhipravisati yasyam
snanartham cagacchatah pumsah pade pade 'svamedha-rajastiyadinam
phalam na durlabham iti.

Similarly (tatha eva), the branch of the Ganga known as Alakananda
(alakananda), flowing from the southern side of Brahmapuri (daksinena
brahma-sadanad), passes over the tops of mountains in various lands
(Kesaracala and Nisadha) (bahuni giri-kitany atikramya), and falls down
with fierce force (ati-rabhasatara-rarmhasa luthayanti) upon the peaks of the
mountains Hemakita and Himakaita (Himalaya) (hemakiitad haimakatany)
and, falling in Bharata-varsa (bharatam abhivarsam), flows into the ocean of
salt water in the south (daksinasyam disi jaladhim abhipravisati). It is not
very difficult (na durlabham) for persons who bathe in this river (yasyam
snanartham ca agacchatah purnsah) to achieve with every place (pade
pade) the results of performing great sacrifices like the Rajastiya and
Asvamedha (asvamedha-rajasiiya adinam phalam).



1 5.17.10 ||

anye ca nada nadyas ca varse varse santi bahuso merv-adi-giri-
duhitarah Satasah.

Many other rivers, both big and small (anye ca nada nadyas ca),
daughters Meru and other mountains (merv-adi-giri-duhitarah),
flow to the various tracts of land (bahuso varse varse santi) in
hundreds of branches (satasah).



| 5.17.11 ||
tatrapi bharatam eva varsam karma-ksetram anyany asta
varsani svarginam punya-sesopabhoga-sthanani bhaumani
svarga-padani vyapadisanti.

Among the nine varsas (tatrapi), the tract of land known as
Bharata-varsa (bharatam eva varsam) is understood to be the
field of karma (karma-ksetram vyapadisanti) and the other eight
varsas (anyany asta varsani) are known as “heaven on earth
(bhaumani svarga-padani),” places to enjoy the remainder of
pious acts (punya-Sesa upabhoga-sthanani) atter leaving Svarga
(svarginam).



I15.17.12 ||
esu purusanam ayuta-purusayur-varsanarm deva-kalpanam nagayuta-
prananam vajra-samhanana-bala-vayo-moda-pramudita-maha-saurata-
mithuna-vyavayapavarga-varsa-dhrtaika-garbha-kalatranam tatra tu treta-
yuga-samah kalo vartate.

In these eight varsas (esu), human beings like devatas (deva-kalpanam
purusanam) live ten thousand years according to earthly calculations
(ayuta-purusa ayuh-varsanam). They have the bodily strength of ten
thousand elephants (naga-ayuta-prananam). They have wives who conceive
once in the last year of their lives (varsa-dhrta-eka-garbha-kalatranam),
after sexual enjoyment of the couples (maha-saurata-mithuna-vyavaya-
apavarga), excited by thunderbolt bodies possessing strength, youth and
fragrance (vajra-samhanana-bala-vayo-moda-pramudita). There the
happiness is like that of Treta-yuga (tatra tu treta-yuga-samah kalah
vartate).



1 5.17.13 ||
yatra ha deva-patayah svaih svair gana-nayakair vihita-maharhanah sarvartu-kusuma-
stabaka-phala-kisalaya-$riyanamyamana-vitapa-lata-vitapibhir upaSumbhamana-rucira-
kananasramayatana-varsa-giri-dronisu tatha camala-jalasayesu vikaca-vividha-nava-
vanaruhamoda-mudita-raja-hamsa-jala-kukkuta-karandava-sarasa-cakravakadibhir
madhukara-nikarakrtibhir upakajitesu jala-kridadibhir vicitra-vinodaih sulalita-sura-
sundarinam kama-kalila-vilasa-hasa-lilavalokakrsta-mano-drstayah svairarn viharanti.

There, the chiefs of devatas (yatra ha deva-patayah), their glances and minds attracted
(akrsta-mano-drstayah) by the playful glances and smiles (kama-kalila-vilasa-hasa-lila-
avaloka) of beautiful women (sulalita-sura-sundarinam) because of their desire, amuse
themselves (svairam viharanti) freely with ingredients supplied by their followers (svaih
svair gana-nayakair vihita-maharhanah) in pastimes such as water sports (jala-kridadibhir
vicitra-vinodaih) in clear lakes (amala-jalasayesu) resounding with the sounds
(upakujitesu) of various groups of bees (madhukara-nikara akrtibhir), swans, water hens,
cranes and karandavas (raja-hamsa-jala-kukkuta-karandava-sarasa-cakravakadibhir)
excited by the fragrance of a variety of blooming lotuses (vikaca-vividha-nava-vana-ruha
amoda mudita) growing in valleys between the mountains (varsa-giri-dronisu), which have
hermitages and pleasant gardens (rucira-kanana asrama-ayatana) splendid with trees and
creepers (lata-vitapibhir upasumbhamana) whose branches are bent down (anamyamana-
vitapa) by the abundance of fruits and flowers of all seasons (sarva rtu-kusuma-stabaka-
phala kisalaya-Sriya).



15.17.14 ||
navasv api varsesu bhagavan narayano maha-purusah
purusanam tad-anugrahayatma-tattva-vytthenatmanadyapi
sannidhiyate.

To show mercy to his devotees (tad-anugrahaya) in each of these
nine tracts of land (navasv api varsesu), the great Lord known as
Narayana (bhagavan mnarayanah purusanam maha-purusah)
remains near his devotees (sannidhiyate) in various forms (atma-
tattva-vytthena).



15.17.15 ||
ilavrte tu bhagavan bhava eka eva puman na hy anyas tatraparo
nirvisati bhavanyah sapa-nimitta-jiio yat-praveksyatah stri-
bhavas tat pascad vaksyami.

In the tract of land known as Ilavrta-varsa, the only male person
is Lord Siva (ilavrte tu bhagavan bhava eka eva puman). No
other male exists there (na hy anyah). One who knows about
Durga’s curse (bhavanyah sapa-nimitta-jiio) does not enter there
(na hy nirvisati). It any foolish man dares to do so (yat-
praveksyatah), he turns into a woman (stri-bhavah). I shall
explain this later (tat pascad vaksyami).



1 5.17.16 ||
bhavani-nathaih stri-ganarbuda-sahasrair avarudhyamano
bhagavatas catur-miuirter maha-purusasya turiyam tamasim
murtith prakrtim atmanah sankarsana-sarmjiam atma-samadhi-
ripena sannidhapyaitad abhigrnan bhava upadhavati.

In Ilavrta-varsa, Lord Siva is always encircled (avarudhyamanah)
by ten billion maidservants of goddess Durga (bhavani-nathaih
stri-gana arbuda-sahasrair). Uttering the following mantra (etad
abhigrnan) in meditation (atma-samadhi-rapena sannidhapya),
Siva worships (bhava upadhavati) Sankarsana (sankarsana-
sarmjiam), his source (prakrtim atmanah), the spiritual form in
charge of ignorance (turiyarn tamasim mirtirh), among the four
forms of the Lord (bhagavatah maha-purusasya catur-murteh).



15.17.17 ||
Sri-bhagavan uvaca
o namo bhagavate maha-purusaya sarva-guna-
sankhyanayanantayavyaktaya nama iti.

Siva said: 1 offer respects to Bhagavan, the great purusa (om
namo bhagavate maha-purusaya), the revelation ot all qualities
(sarva-guna-sankhyanaya), the unlimited (anantaya), and the
unfathomable (avyaktaya).



15.17.18 |
bhaje bhajenyarana-pada-pankajam
bhagasya krtsnasya param parayanam
bhaktesv alarh bhavita-bhuta-bhavanam
bhavapaham tva bhava-bhavam i$varam

I worship wholeheartedly (bhaje bhajenya) the Lord (isvaram)
with lotus feet (arana-pada-pankajam), the highest shelter of all
six qualities (bhagasya krtsnasya param parayanam), the
ornament of the devotees (bhaktesv alam), the object of
meditation for Brahma (bhavita-bhuita-bhavanam), the destroyer
of material life (bhavapaham), who has prema for me (bhava-
bhavam), your servant (tva).



15.17.19 ||
na yasya maya-guna-citta-vrttibhir
niriksato hy anv api drstir ajyate
1Se yatha no 'jita-manyu-ramhasam
kas tarh na manyeta jigisur atmanah

What person, desiring to conquer the senses (kah atmanah
jigisuh), will not worship the Lord (tam na manyeta) whose
vision (yasya drstih) is not affected (na ajyate) by the actions of
the mind (citta-vrttibhih) influenced by the gunas of maya (maya
guna) when he glances (anu api niriksatah) in order to regulate
matter (ise), though we (nah), having the force of uncontrolled
anger (ajita-manyu-rarnhasam), are atfected by when we glance at
matter (na yatha).



15.17.20 ||
asad-drso yah pratibhati mayaya
ksibeva madhv-asava-tamra-locanah
na naga-vadhvo 'rhana isire hriya
yat-padayoh sparsana-dharsitendriyah

For persons with impure vision (asad-drso yah), the Supreme
Lord appears (pratibhati) like an intoxicated person by the
influence of maya (mayaya ksiba iva), but he is not such a red-
eyed drunk (madhv-asava-tamra-locanah). The wives of Kaliya
were unable to worship the Lord (na naga-vadhvo arhana isSire)
because ot shyness (hriya), since their senses were agitated by the
touch of his feet (yat-padayoh sparsana-dharsita indriyah).



| 5.17.21 ||
yam ahur asya sthiti-janma-sarnyamam
tribhir vihinarh yam anantam rsayah
na veda siddhartham iva kvacit sthitam
bhtu-mandalam murdha-sahasra-dhamasu

The sages say (fsayah ahuh) that he is the cause of maintenance,
creation and destruction of the universe (yam asya sthiti-janma-
sarnyamarm), that he is without material gunas (tribhir vihinam),
and that he is unlimited (yam anantam). He does not even feel
the universe situated on his thousands of hoods (na veda bhu-
mandalam kvacit mardha-sahasra-dhamasu sthitarm), since it is
like a mustard seed (siddhartham iva).



I15.17.22-23 ||
yasyadya asid guna-vigraho mahan
vijiana-dhisnyo bhagavan ajah kila
yat-sambhavo 'ham tri-vrta sva-tejasa
vaikarikam tamasam aindriyam srje

ete vayar yasya vase mahatmanah
sthitah sakunta iva siitra-yantritah

mahan aham vaikrta-tamasendriyah
srjama sarve yad-anugrahad idam

First there was the form of maya (adya asid guna-vigraho) called mahat-tattva (mahan).
Lord Brahma (bhagavan ajah) is the shelter of sattva-guna (vijiana-dhisnyah). From
Brahma [ appear (yat-sambhavo aharh). By the Lord’s power and the power of the gunas
(tri-vrta sva-tejasa), 1 create (srje) the devatas, the elements and the senses (vaikarikam
tamasam aindriyam). All of us (ete vayarn)—mahat-tattva, the devatas, the elements and
senses (mahan aham vaikrta-tamasa indriyah)---are like birds (sthitah sakunta iva) tied by
a thread (sutra-yantritah). Under his control (yasya mahatmanah vase), by his mercy (yad-
anugrahad), we create this universe (srjama sarve idam).



15.17.24 ||
yan-nirmitam karhy api karma-parvanim
mayam jano 'yam guna-sarga-mohitah
na veda nistarana-yogam afnjasa
tasmai namas te vilayodayatmane

Man (janah), bewildered by the creations of the gunas (guna-
sarga-mohitah), does not know maya (na veda mayam), who ties
the knot of karma (karma-parvanim) and who appears by the
will of the Lord (yad-nirmitam), and he does not at all know (na
karhy api veda) bhakti-yoga, the method to become quickly free
from maya (afjasa nistarana-yogam). [ offer respects to
Paramatma (tasmai namas te atmane), the destroyer of maya for
the devotee and creator of maya for the non-devotee (vilaya
udaya).



