Canto Five - Chapter
Nineteen

A Description of the Island
of Jambudvipa



| 5.19.1 ||
Sri-Suka uvaca
kimpuruse varse bhagavantam adi-purusam laksmanagrajam
sitabhiramarh ramam tac-carana-sannikarsabhiratah parama-
bhagavato hanuman saha kimpurusair avirata-bhaktir upaste.

Sukadeva Gosvami said: My dear King, in Kimpurusa-varsa
(kimpuruse varse) the great devotee Hanumin (tat-carana-
sannikarsa abhiratah parama-bhagavatah hanuman) is always
engaged (avirata upaste) along with the inhabitants of that land
(saha kimpurusaih) in devotional service (bhaktih) to Lord
Ramacandra (bhagavantam adi-purusam ramam), the elder
brother of Laksmana (laksmana agrajam) and dear husband of
Sitadevi (sitabhiramam).



| 5.19.2 ||
arstisenena saha gandharvair anugiyamanam parama-kalyanim
bhartr-bhagavat-katharmm samupasrmoti svayarh cedarn gayati.

Hanuman, along with Arstisena (arstisenena saha), constantly
hears with rapt attention (samupasrnoti) the most auspicious
glories of his master (parama-kalyanim bhartr-bhagavat-katham),
sung by Gandharvas (gandharvair anugiyamanam). Hanuman
chants the following mantras (svayam ca idarn gayati).



I15.19.3 ||
om namo bhagavate uttamaslokaya nama arya-laksana-sila-
vrataya nama upasiksitatmana upasita-lokaya namah sadhu-
vada-nikasanaya namo brahmanya-devaya maha-purusaya maha-
rajaya nama iti.

I offer respects to the Supreme Lord, most praiseworthy (om
namo bhagavate uttamaslokaya), who is the personification of
the best markings, qualities and vows (nama arya-laksana-sila-
vrataya). 1 offer respects to the Lord who accepted teachings
from others (nama upasiksita atmana), and who is worshipped
by all types of people (upasita-lokaya). I offer respects to the Lord
who makes all good qualities the most excellent (sadhu-vada-
nikasanaya). 1 offer respects to the Lord worshipped by the
brahmanas (namo brahmanya-devaya), who is the great
personality (maha-purusaya), the great king (maha-rajaya).



15.19.4 |
yat tad visuddhanubhava-matram ekam
sva-tejasa dhvasta-guna-vyavastham
pratyak prasantarn sudhiyopalambhanam
hy anama-riipam niraharm prapadye

[ surrender with certainty (niraham prapadye) to the Lord who is
one alone (viSsuddha anubhava-matram ekarm), who is devoid of
maya by the power of his form (sva-tejasa dhvasta-guna-
vyavastham), who is invisible (pratyak), peacetul (prasantam),
realized by the intelligent (sudhiya upalambhanar), and who has
no material form and name (anama-rapam).



15.19.5 ||
martyavataras tv iha martya-siksanam
rakso-vadhayaiva na kevalam vibhoh
kuto 'myatha syad ramatah sva atmanah
sita-krtani vyasananisvarasya

The appearance of the Lord in this world as a human (v

ibhoh

martya avatarah iha) was not only for the purpose ot killing
Ravana (rakso-vadhaya eva na kevalam), but to teach the human

Lord (kuto 1svarasya), the enjoyer who is satistied in himse!

Id the

beings (martya-siksanarm). Otherwise (anyatha), why woul

f (sva

atmanah ramatah), suffer in separation from Sita (sita-
vyasanani syad)?

Krtani



1 5.19.6 ||

na vai sa atmatmavatam suhrttamah
saktas tri-lokyam bhagavan vasudevah
na stri-krtarh kasmalam asnuvita
na laksmanarm capi vihatum arhati

Rama (sah), Paramatma (atma), the best friend of the devotees
(atmavatamm suhrttamah), full of six qualities as Bhagavan
(bhagavan), Vasudeva (vasudevah), is not attached to the three
worlds (na vai saktah tri-lokyam). Otherwise, he should not
have become bewildered by a woman (na stri-krtarh kasmalam
asnuvita), and should not have given up Laksmana (na
laksmanarh ca api vihatum arhati).



1 5.19.7 ||

na janma niinam mahato na saubhagam
na van na buddhir nakrtis tosa-hetuh
tair yad visrstan api no vanaukasas
cakara sakhye bata laksmanagrajah

The Lord is not pleased (na niinarm tosa-hetuh) by one’s birth in
a great dynasty (na mahato janma), by wealth (saubhagam), by
eloquence (vak), by intelligence or by bodily features (buddhih
akrtih), because Rama, the older brother of Laksmana
(laksmanagrajah), accepted as his friends (cakara sakhye bata)
us forest dwellers (nah vana okasah), who are devoid of those

assets (tair yad visrstan api).




1 5.19.8 ||
suro 'suro vapy atha vanaro narah
sarvatmana yah sukrtajhiam uttamam
bhajeta ramarm manujakrtirn harim
ya uttaran anayat kosalan divam iti

Whether one is a devata, demon, monkey or man (surah asuro va
vanaro narah), one should worship by all methods (sarvatmana
bhajeta) excellent Rama (uttamam ramarn), in the form of a
human (manuja akrtim), who accepts worship easily (su-
krtajiam), and who took all the inhabitants ot Ayodhya to
Vaikuntha (yah uttaran anayat kosalan divam).




15.19.9 ||
bharate 'pi varse bhagavan nara-narayanakhya akalpantam
upacita-dharma-jiiana-
vairagyaisvaryopasamoparamatmopalambhanam
anugrahayatmavatam anukampaya tapo 'vyakta-gatis carati.

In Bharata-varsa (bharate api varse), the Lord in the form of
Nara-Narayana (bhagavan nara-narayanakhya), whose glories are
inconceivable (avyakta-gati), to favor to the jianis (anugrahaya
atmavatam), mercitully performs austerities (anukampaya tapo
carati) till the end of the yuga (akalpantam), which included
realization of atma (atma upalambhanam), abundant dharma,
knowledge (upacita-dharma-jiana), renunciation, powers
(vairagya aisSvarya), sense control and freedom from false ego
(upasama uparama).



I 5.19.10 ||
tarh bhagavan narado varnasramavatibhir bharatibhih prajabhir
bhagavat-proktabhyam sankhya-yogabhyam bhagavad-
anubhavopavarnanarm savarner upadeksyamanah parama-
bhakti-bhavenopasarati idam cabhigrnati.

The great sage Narada (bhagavan naradah), while teaching
Savarni Manu (savarner upadeksyamanah) descriptions of
realization of God (bhagavad-anubhava upavarnanam) by
Sankhya and yoga (sankhya-yogabhyar) as spoken by the Lord
(bhagavat-proktabhyam), worships Nara-Narayana with the
greatest bhakti (parama-bhakti-bhavena upasarati) along with
the inhabitants of Bharata-varsa (bharatibhih prajabhir), who are
followers of varnasrama (varnasramavatibhih). He chants the
tfollowing mantras (idam ca abhigrnati).



I 5.19.11 ||
o namo bhagavate upasama-silayoparatanatmyaya namo
'kificana-vittaya rsi-rsabhaya nara-narayanaya paramahamsa-
parama-gurave atmaramadhipataye namo nama iti.

I ofter respects to the Lord who has controlled senses (o namo
bhagavate upasama-silaya), who has no attachment to persons
not interested in atma (uparata anatmyaya), who is the treasure
for persons possessing nothing (namo akificana-vittaya), who is
the best of sages (rsi-rsabhaya nara-narayanaya), the supreme
guru of the paramahamsas (paramaharsa-parama-gurave), and
the leader of the atmaramas (atmarama adhipataye namo
namah).



15.19.12 ||
gayati cedam—
kartasya sargadisu yo na badhyate
na hanyate deha-gato 'pi daihikaih
drastur na drg yasya gunair vidisyate
tasmai namo 'sakta-vivikta-saksine

Narada sings: 1 offer respects to the witness who is unattached
and separate from the body (tasmai namo asakta-vivikta-
saksine), who is not attached to the creation of this universe
(asya sarga adisu yah na badhyate), who is not overcome by
bodily needs (daihikaih na hanyate) though appearing in a body
(deha-gatah api), and whose sight is not polluted by maya (na

yasya drg gunair vidasyate) though he sees everything
(drastuh).




15.19.13 ||
idam hi yogesvara yoga-naipunam
hiranyagarbho bhagavan jagada yat
yad anta-kale tvayi nirgune mano
bhaktya dadhitojjhita-duskalevarah

O my Lord, master of all mystic yoga (yogesvara)! Lord Brahma
(hiranyagarbho bhagavan) has explained (jagada) that expertise
in yoga (yoga-naipunam) means that at the time of death (yad
anta-kale), the mind (manah), giving up bodily identification
(ujjhita-duskalevarah), becomes tixed with devotion (bhaktya
dadhita) in you who are beyond the gunas (tvayi nirgune).



15.19.14 ||
yathaihikamusmika-kama-lampatah
sutesu daresu dhanesu cintayan
Sanketa vidvan kukalevaratyayad
yas tasya yatnah srama eva kevalam

The learned man (vidvan) who worries in this way (yah) has
wasted his energy in this life (tasya yatnah srama eva kevalam).
He is like a man attached to enjoyment in this world and the next
(yatha aihika amusmika kama-lampatah) who worries about his
wealth, wife and children (sutesu daresu dhanesu cintayan) and
tears the loss ot his miserable body (Sanketa kukalevara atyayad).



1'5.19.15 ||
tan nah prabho tvam kukalevararpitam
tvan-mayayaham-mamatam adhoksaja
bhindyama yenasu vayam sudurbhidam
vidhehi yogam tvayi nah svabhavam iti

O Lord (prabho)! May we give up (nah bhindyama) the
conception of me and mine (aharm-mamatam) created by your
maya (tvad-mayaya) concerning this miserable body (ku-kalevara
arpitam), so difficult to give up (sudurbhidam). Please give us
concentration on you (vidhehi yogam tvayi), which is rati for you
(nah svabhavam). O transcendental Lord (adhoksaja)!



15.19.16 ||

bharate 'py asmin varse saric-chailah santi bahavo malayo mangala-prastho
mainakas trikata rsabhah kaitakah kollakah sahyo devagirir rsyamikah $ri-sailo
venkato mahendro varidharo vindhyah suktiman rksagirih pariyatro dronas
citraktito govardhano raivatakah kakubho nilo gokamukha indrakilah kamagirir
iti canye ca $ata-sahasrasah Sailas tesam nitamba-prabhava nada nadyas ca santy
asankhyatah.

In the tract of land known as Bharata-varsa, just as in Ilavrta-varsa (bharate apy
asmin varse), there are many mountains and rivers (bahavo sarit-sailah santi).
Some of the mountains are Malaya, Mangala-prastha, Mainaka, Trikata, Rsabha,
Kuataka, Kollaka, Sahya, Devagiri, Rsyamiika, Sri-saila, Venkata, Mahendra,
Viaridhara, Vindhya, Suktiman, Rksagiri, Pariyatra, Drona, Citrakiita, Govardhana,
Raivataka, Kakubha, Nila, Gokamukha, Indrakila and Kamagiri (malayo mangala-
prastho mainakas trikaita rsabhah katakah kollakah sahyo devagirir rsyamiikah
sri-sailo venkato mahendro varidharo vindhyah suktiman rksagirih pariyatro
drona$ citrakaito govardhano raivatakah kakubho nilo gokamukha indrakilah
kamagirir iti). Besides these, there are many other hills (anye ca sata-sahasrasah
sailah), with many large and small rivers (asankhyatah nada nadyas ca santy)
flowing from their slopes (tesar nitamba-prabhava).



15.19.17-18 ||
etasam apo bharatyah praja namabhir eva punantinam atmana copasprsanti; candravasa
tamraparni avatoda krtamala vaihayasi kaveri veni payasvini sarkaravarta tungabhadra
krsnavenya bhimarathi godavari nirvindhya payosni tapi reva surasa narmada carmanvati
sindhur andhah $onas ca nadau mahanadi vedasmrtir rsikulya trisama kaus$iki mandakini
yamuna sarasvati drsadvati gomati sarayu rodhasvati saptavati susoma satadras
candrabhaga marudvrdha vitasta asikni visveti maha-nadyah.

The inhabitants of Bharata-varsa (bharatyah prajah) contact these pure rivers (etasam
punantinam apah upasprsanti) by their minds, body and utterance of their names
(namabhir atmana ca). Two of the rivers—the Brahmaputra and the Sona—are called main
rivers (andhah Sonah ca nadau). These are other great rivers that are very prominent:
Candravasa, Tamraparni, Avatoda, Krtamala, Vaihayasi, Kaveri, Veni, Payasvini,
Sarkaravarta, Tungabhadra, Krsnavenya, Bhimarathi, Godavari, Nirvindhya, Payosni, Tapi,
Reva, Surasa, Narmada, Carmanvati, Mahanadi, Vedasmrti, Rsikulya, Trisama, Kausiki,
Mandakini, Yamuna, Sarasvati, Drsadvati, Gomati, SarayQi, Rodhasvati, Saptavati, Susoma,
Satadrii, Candrabhaga, Marudvrdha, Vitasta, Asikni and Visva (candravasa tamraparni
avatoda krtamala vaihayasi kaveri veni payasvini sarkaravarta tungabhadra krsnavenya
bhimarathi godavari nirvindhya payosni tapi reva surasa narmada carmanvati sindhur
mahanadi vedasmrtir rsikulya trisama kausiki mandakini yamuna sarasvati drsadvati
gomati sarayu rodhasvati saptavati susoma $atadri$ candrabhaga marudvrdha vitasta
asikni visva iti maha-nadyah).



15.19.19 ||
asminn eva varse purusair labdha-janmabhih sukla-lohita-krsna-
varnena svarabdhena karmana divya-manusa-naraka-gatayo
bahvya atmana anupiirvyena sarva hy eva sarvesam vidhiyante
yatha-varna-vidhanam apavargas capi bhavati.

In Bharata-varsa (asminn eva varse), many destinations—
heavenly, human and hellish (bahvya divya-manusa-naraka-
gatayo) are prescribed for all people (sarvesam vidhiyante),
because people take birth (purusaih labdha-janmabhih)
according to actions in sattva, rajas and tamas (Sukla-lohita-
krsna-varnena svarabdhena karmana). All these destinations
(sarva hy eva) are prescribed for the selt (atmana vidhiyante)
according to the quality of their actions (anupturvyena), as
indicated in the Vedas (yatha-varna-vidhanam). Liberation is
then achieved (apavargah capi bhavati).




15.19.20 ||
yo 'sau bhagavati sarva-bhiitatmany anatmye 'nirukte 'nilayane
paramatmani vasudeve 'nanya-nimitta-bhakti-yoga-laksano nana-gati-
nimittavidya-granthi-randhana-dvarena yada hi maha-purusa-purusa-
prasangah.

That liberation (yah), whose essential nature is unmotivated bhakti-
yoga (ananya-nimitta-bhakti-yoga-laksanah) to the Lord full of
qualities (bhagavati), who attracts the minds of all beings (sarva-bhiuita
atmany), who is not the object of merging (anatmye), who is not
described by material words (anirukte), who remains beyond
destruction of the universe (anilayane), who is the most excellent atma
(paramatmani), who is the son of Vasudeva (vasudeve), takes place by
destruction of the knot of ignorance (avidya-granthi-randhana-
dvarena) which causes various material goals (nana-gati-nimitta),
when there is association with devotees of the Lord (yada hi maha-
purusa-purusa-prasangah).



15.19.21 ||
etad eva hi deva gayanti—
aho amisam kim akari Sobhanam
prasanna esarh svid uta svayam harih
yair janma labdharh nrsu bharatajire
mukunda-sevaupayikarm sprha hi nah

The devatas sing: What pious acts did these residents perform
(aho amisamm kim akari sobhanam), or was the Lord simply
pleased with them (prasanna esam svid uta svayam harih), by
which they attained a birth (yaih nrsu janma labdharm) suitable
for service to Mukunda (mukunda-seva upayikam) in the area of
Bharata (bharatajire), whereas we can only desire this, but not
attain it (sprha hi nah)?



15.19.22 ||
kim duskarair nah kratubhis tapo-vratair
danadibhir va dyujayena phalguna
na yatra narayana-pada-pankaja-
smrtih pramustatiSayendriyotsavat

What is the use of our pertorming ditficult sacrifices (kim
duskarair nah kratubhih), vows of austerity (tapo-vrataih) and
acts of charity on earth (danadibhir), or attaining transient
residence in heaven (dyujayena phalguna), where there is no
remembrance of the lotus feet of Nardyana (na yatra narayana-
pada-pankaja-smrtih) or where the memory is carried away by
excessive enjoyment of the senses (pramusta atisaya indriya
utsavat)?



I 5.19.23 ||
kalpayusam sthanajayat punar-bhavat
ksanayusam bharata-bhiijayo varam
ksanena martyena krtarn manasvinah
sannyasya sarhyanty abhayar padam hareh

A moment’s stay in Bharata (ksanayusarn bharata-bhiijayoh) is
better (varam) than living for a kalpa on Brahmaloka
(kalpayusam sthanajayat), since on Brahmaloka one must take
birth again (punar-bhavat). Those who fix their minds on the
Lord in Bharata (manasvinah) in a body subject to death
(martyena), on giving up all pious and impious acts (krtam
sannyasya), attain Vaikuntha (ksanena sarmyanty abhayam
padam hareh).




15.19.24 ||
na yatra vaikuntha-katha-sudhapaga
na sadhavo bhagavatas tadasrayah
na yatra yajiesa-makha mahotsavah
suresa-loko 'pi na vai sa sevyatam

Even Brahmaloka should not be accepted as a residence (sura isa-
loko api na vai sah sevyatam) if there are no rivers of sweet
topics about the Lord (na yatra vaikuntha-katha-sudha apaga),
no devotees who take shelter of those topics (na sadhavo
bhagavatah tad asrayah), and no great festivals or sacrifices of
chanting the name of the Lord (na yatra yajna isa-makha
mahotsavah).



I15.19.25 ||
prapta nr-jatirh tv iha ye ca jantavo
jhana-kriya-dravya-kalapa-sambhrtam
na vai yaterann apunar-bhavaya te
bhityo vanauka iva yanti bandhanam

Those who attain birth as humans (ye jantavah prapta nr-jatim)
in Bharata (iha), who are fully endowed (sambhrtam) with
proper sense devatas, senses, and sense objects (jhana-kriya-
dravya-kalapa), but who do not endeavour for bhakti-yoga (na
vai yaterann apunar-bhavaya) are again bound up (te bhuyo

yanti bandhanam), like birds trapped by a hunter (vana okah
iva).



| 5.19.26 ||
yaih sraddhaya barhisi bhagaso havir
niruptam istam vidhi-mantra-vastutah
ekah prthan-namabhir ahuto muda
grhnati pirnah svayam asisarn prabhuh

The Lord is one only, but called by difterent names (ekah prthak-
namabhir ahutah). Though complete in himselt (parnah
svayam), he is the master of blessings (asisam prabhuh), and
thus he happily accepts (muda grhnati) the pure otfering (istam
havih) of sacrifice (barhisi) along with materials, methods and
mantras (vidhi-mantra-vastutah) which are oftered to various
devatas (bhagaso mniruptam), because of the bhakti (yaih

Sraddhaya).



15.19.27 ||
satyam disaty arthitam arthito nrnam
naivarthado yat punar arthita yatah
svayar vidhatte bhajatam anicchatam
icchapidhanam nija-pada-pallavam

The Lord certainly gives (satyarn disaty) desired objects to
devotees who request them (arthitam arthito nrnam), but he does
not give those objects (na eva arthadah) in such a way that the
devotee will ask again after tinishing his enjoyment (yat punar
arthita yatah). In other words, he gives his lotus feet (svayam
vidhatte nija-pada-pallavam), which include all desirables
(icchapidhanam), to those worshippers (bhajatam) who do not
even desire them (anicchatam).



1'5.19.28 ||
yady atra nah svarga-sukhavasesitam
svistasya siitktasya krtasya Sobhanam
tenajanabhe smrtimaj janma nah syad
varse harir yad-bhajatarn sam tanoti

If we have pious credits (yady atra nah svarga-sukha) remaining
(avasesitam) from performing sacrifices, chanting the Vedas, or
performing charitable acts (svistasya suktasya krtasya), may
those credits (tena Sobhanam) give us birth (nah janma syad)
with remembrance of the Lord (smrtimad) in Bharata (ajanabhe
varse), since the Lord (yad harih) distributes happiness (sam
tanoti) to his devotees (bhajatar).



15.19.29-30 ||
Sri-Suka uvaca
jambudvipasya ca rajann upadvipan astau haika upadisanti
sagaratmajair asvanvesana imarin mahirm parito nikhanadbhir
upakalpitan; tad yatha svarnaprasthas candrasukla avartano
ramanako mandaraharinah pancajanyah simmhalo lanketi.

Sri Sukadeva Gosvami said: O King (rdjann)! In the opinion of some
learned scholars (eke upadisanti), eight smaller islands surround
Jambudvipa (jambudvipasya upadvipan astau ha). When the sons of
Maharaja Sagara (sagara atmajaih) were searching all over the world
(imam mahim parito anvesana) for their lost horse (asva), they
created eight islands by digging the earth (nikhanadbhir upakalpitan).
The names of these islands are Svarnaprastha, Candrasukla, Avartana,
Ramanaka, Mandara-harina, Paficajanya, Simhala and Lanka (tad yatha
svarnaprasthah candrasukla avartano ramanako mandaraharinah
pancajanyah simhalo lanka iti).



15.19.31 ||
evam tava bharatottama jambuidvipa-varsa-vibhago
yathopadesam upavarnita iti.

O best ot the descendants of Bharata Maharaja (bharata uttama)!
[ have thus described to you (evam tava upavarnita), just as I
have been taught (yatha upadesam), the divisions of varsas in
Jambudvipa (jambudvipa-varsa-vibhagah).



