Canto Six - Chapter Eight

The Narayana-kavaca Shield



Theme-1: Pariksit Maharaj

inquires about the Narayana
Kavaca (1-3)



Theme-1: Pariksit Maharaj inquires about the Narayana Kavaca (1-3)

16.8.1-2 |
Sri-rajovaca
yaya guptah sahasraksah
savahan ripu-sainikan
kridann iva vinirjitya
tri-lokya bubhuje sriyam

bhagavams tan mamakhyahi
varma narayanatmakam
yathatatayinah Satriin
yena gupto 'jayan mrdhe

The King said: O Lord (bhagavan)! Please explain (mama akhyahi) the
Narayana-kavaca (tad narayana atmakam varma) by which Indra (yaya
sahasraksah), being protected (guptah), easily conquered (kridann iva
vinirjitya) the demons (ripu-sainikan) with their carriers (sa vahan) and
enjoyed the wealth of the three worlds (bubhuje tri-lokya $riyam). Describe
(akhyahi) how he conquered (yatha ajayat mrdhe) the aggressors
(atatayinah) with that weapon (yena gupto).



The eighth chapter describes how Visvariipa teaches the
Narayana-kavaca to Indra, and Indra deteats the demons.



Theme-1: Pariksit Maharaj inquires about the Narayana
Kavaca (1-3)

1 6.8.3 |
Sri-badarayanir uvaca
vrtah purohitas tvastro
mahendrayanuprcchate
narayanakhyam varmaha
tad ihaika-manah srnu

Sukadeva said: Visvariipa (tvastrah), employed as a
priest of the devatas (purohitah vrtah), on being asked
by Indra (mahendraya anuprcchate), taught him the
Narayana-kavaca (narayana akhyarm varma aha). Hear
about this with attention (tad iha eka-manah $rnu).



Theme-2: The preliminary
procedures (4-11)



Theme-2: The preliminary procedures (4-11)
1 6.8.4-6 ||
Sri-viSvarupa uvaca
dhautanghri-panir acamya
sapavitra udan-mukhah
krta-svanga-kara-nyaso
mantrabhyam vag-yatah sucih

narayana-param varma

sannahyed bhaya agate

padayor janunor arvor
udare hrdy athorasi

mukhe sirasy anuparvyad
omkaradini vinyaset
Ol namo narayanayeti
viparyayam athapi va

Visvarapa said: Washing hands and feet, performing acamana (dhauta anghri-panih acamya),
wearing a kusa ring and facing north (sapavitra udak-mukhah), after performing anga-nyasa and
kara-nyasa (krta-svanga-kara-nyaso) using two mantras (mantrabhyam), being purified and silent
(vag-yatah sucih), one should then put on the armor of Narayana (sannahyed narayana-param
varma) in times of fear (bhaya agate). Using the words orh namo narayanaya (om namo narayanaya
iti), one should place one syllable on each of the following limbs in order (anuptrvyad vinyaset):
feet, knees, thighs (padayor janunor arvor), belly, heart, chest (udare hrdy atha urasi), mouth, and
head (mukhe Sirasy). One should then repeat the process with the limbs in reverse order and syllables
in reverse order (viparyayam athapi va).



This explains how to place the eight syllable of the
mantra on eight limbs starting with the feet. [Note: This
is anga-nyasa. ]

Starting with om, one should place one syllable preceded
and followed by the word om on each limb.

One should then start from the head and place the
syllables on the limbs.

The first series is called srsti-nyasa and the second series
is called sarmmhara-nyasa.



Theme-2: The preliminary procedures (4-11)

1 6.8.7 I
kara-nyasam tatah kuryad
dvadasaksara-vidyaya
pranavadi-ya-karantam
anguly-angustha-parvasu

One should then perform kara-nyasa (kara-nyasam tatah
kuryad) using the twelve-syllable mantra (dvadasaksara-
vidyaya) beginning with om and ending with ya (orm
namo bhagavate vasudevaya) (pranavadi-ya-karantam),
placing the syllables on the fingers and on the joints of
the thumbs (anguly-angustha-parvasu).



Taking each syllable preceded and tfollowed by om, one
should place the first eight syllables on the fingers
starting with the right finger and ending with the left
forefinger.

One should place the remaining syllables on the first and
last joints of the right and left thumbs.



Theme-2: The preliminary procedures (4-11)

Il 6.8.8-10 ||
nyased dhrdaya omkaram
vi-karam anu mardhani
sa-karam tu bhruvor madhye
na-karam sikhaya nyaset

ve-karam netrayor yuijyan
na-karam sarva-sandhisu
ma-karam astram uddisya
mantra-murtir bhaved budhah

savisargam phad-antam tat
sarva-diksu vinirdiset
Oom visnave nama iti

The intelligent person (budhah) should place om on the heart (nyased hrdaya omkaram),
the syllable vi on top of the head (vi-karam anu murdhani), the syllable sa between the
brows (sa-karam tu bhruvor madhye), the syllable na on the sikha (na-karam Sikhaya
nyaset), the syllable ve on the two eyes (ve-karam netrayor yunjyan), the syllable na on all
the joints (na-karam sarva-sandhisu) and thinking of ma as a weapon (ma-karam astram
uddisya), becoming the very form of the mantra (mantra-murtir bhaved), he should then
place the words mah astraya phat in all directions (savisargam phad-antam tat sarva-diksu
vinirdiset). The mantra is om visnave namah (om visnave nama iti).



One should then perform nyasa using another mantra for
the heart and other limbs.

Meditating on the syllable ma as a weapon, one should
place mah astraya phat in the eight directions as a dik-
bandhana (binding the directions).



Theme-2: The preliminary procedures (4-11)

16.8.11 ||
atmanarm paramarm dhyayed
dhyeyam sat-Saktibhir yutam

vidya-tejas-tapo-miurtim
imarm mantram udaharet

Meditating on oneself as the Supreme Lord (atmanam paramam
dhyayed), who is worthy of meditation (dhyeyam) and endowed
with the six Saktis (sat-Saktibhir yutam), one should chant this
mantra (imarm mantram udaharet) made ot knowledge, power
and austerity (vidya-tejas-tapo-murtim).



One should meditate on oneselt as the Supreme Lord,
desiring not being conquered by anyone else.

This is called ahamgrahopasana.

One should chant the Narayana-kavaca mantra, the very
form of knowledge, power and austerity.



Theme-3: Protection by
various incarnations (13-19)



Theme-3: Protection by various incarnations (13-19)

16.8.12 ||
om harir vidadhyan mama sarva-raksam
nyastanghri-padmah patagendra-prsthe
darari-carmasi-gadesu-capa-
pasan dadhano 'sta-guno 'sta-bahuh

May the Lord (om harih), whose feet are placed (nyasta
anghri-padmah) on the back of Garuda (patagendra-
prsthe), whose eight hands with eight qualities (asta-
guno asta-bahuh) hold (dadhanah) the conch, disk,
sword, shield, club, arrow, bow and noose (dara-ari-
carma-asi-gadesu-capa- pasan), protect me on all sides
(vidadhyat mama sarva-raksam).



Having attained oneness with the Lord in meditation, like
rivers entering the ocean, but still remaining separate,
one should chant this mantra praying from one’s
protection.

“The eight qualities” reters to the eight siddhis.



Theme-3: Protection by various incarnations (13-19)

16.8.13 ||
jalesu mam raksatu matsya-murtir
yado-ganebhyo varunasya pasat
sthalesu mayavatu-vamano 'vyat
trivikramah khe 'vatu visvarapah

May Matsya protect me in the water (jalesu mam raksatu
matsya-murtir) from the water creatures (yado-
ganebhyo) which are the noose of Varuna (varunasya
pasat)! May merciful Vamana protect me on the land
(sthalesu maya vatu-vamano avyat)! May the universal
form as Trivikrama (trivikramah visvarapah) protect me
in the sky (khe avatu)!



Having prayed for general protection, one then utters
mantras for protection by the Lord in forms as the
presiding deity of particular places.

Protect me from the aquatics which are the noose of
Varuna.



Theme-3: Protection by various incarnations (13-19)

1 6.8.14 ||
durgesv atavy-aji-mukhadisu prabhuh
payan nrsimhho 'sura-yathaparih
vimuiicato yasya mahatta-hasam
diso vinedur nyapatams ca garbhah

May Nrsimha, enemy of Hiranyakasipu (prabhuh
nrsimhah asura-ytthapa arih), who, releasing a loud
laugh (vimuficato maha atta-hasam), made the directions
resound (diso vineduh) and caused abortions in the
wives of the demons (nyapatan ca garbhah), protect me
(payat) in ditficult places, in the forest and on the
battletield (durgesv atavy-aji-mukhadisu).



Ajimukha means a place where one faces battle.



Theme-3: Protection by various incarnations (13-19)

1 6.8.15 ||
raksatv asau madhvani yajna-kalpah
sva-damstrayonnita-dharo varahah
ramo 'dri-kiitesv atha vipravase
salaksmano 'vyad bharatagrajo 'sman

May the form of sacrifice, Varaha (varahah vyajna-
kalpah), who lifted the earth with his tusks (sva-
damstraya unnita-dharah), protect me (mam raksatu) on
the road (adhvani)! May Parasurama protect me on the
tops of mountains (ramo adri-kaitesv)! May Rama and
Laksmana (bharata agrajo salaksmano) protect me in
foreign countries (vipravase asman avyad)!



Yajna-kalpah means the form of sacrifice.

Or it can mean “he who makes sacritice possible.”

Rama is Parasurama.



Theme-3: Protection by various incarnations (13-19)

1 6.8.16 ||
mam ugra-dharmad akhilat pramadan
narayanah patu naras ca hasat
dattas tv ayogad atha yoga-nathah
payad gunesah kapilah karma-bandhat

May Narayana protect me (narayanah mam patu) from
magic spells (ugra-dharmad) and from neglecting rules
(akhilat pramadat)! May Nara protect me from pride
(narah ca hasat)! May Dattatreya, master of yoga (yoga-
nathah dattah), protect me from falling from yoga
(ayogad)! May Kapila, master of qualities (gunesah
kapilah), protect me from the bondage of karma (payad
karma-bandhat)!



He recites mantras to protect himselt from obstacles
caused by himself and caused by others in four verses.

Ugra-dharmat means “from cursing and spells.”

Hasat means from pride.

Ayogat means “from falling from yoga.”



Theme-3: Protection by various incarnations (13-19)

1 6.8.17 ||
sanat-kumaro 'vatu kamadevad
dhayasirsa mam pathi deva-helanat
devarsi-varyah purusarcanantarat
kiitrmo harir mam nirayad asesat

May Sanat-kumara protect me from lust (sanat-kumarah
avatu kamadevad). May Hayagriva protect me (hayasirsa
marh) from neglecting to offer obeisances to the Supreme
Lord (deva-helanat) when going on a path (pathi). May
Narada protect me from committing offenses while
worshiping the deity (devarsi-varyah purusa arcana antarat),
and may Karma, the tortoise, protect me from falling to the
unlimited hellish planets (kiirmo harir mar nirayad asesat).



Kamadevat means from the impulse of lust.

Pathi deva-helanit means “not offering respects to the
Lord while going on a path.”

Purusarcanantarat means “from faults in worshipping.”

This refers to the thirty-two offenses to the deity.



Theme-3: Protection by various incarnations (13-19)

16.8.18 ||
dhanvantarir bhagavan patv apathyad
dvandvad bhayad rsabho nirjitatma
yajnas ca lokad avataj janantad
balo ganat krodha-vasad ahindrah

May Dhanvantari protect me from food which causes illness
(dhanvantarir bhagavan patu apathyad)! May Rsabhadeva,
who conquered his inner and outer senses (rsabhah
nirjitatma), protect me from fear produced by the dualities
(dvandvad bhayad)! May Yajiia protect me from detamation
(yajiah ca lokad avatad)! May Balarama protect me from
injury caused by others (jana antad balah)! Sesa protect me
from envious serpents (ahindrah krodha-vasad ganat).



[ okat means from rumors.

Janantit means “from injury caused by people.”

Another version has krtantat.

Krodhavacat ganat means “from snakes.”

Ahindrah is Sesa.



Theme-3: Protection by various incarnations (13-19)

1 6.8.19 ||
dvaipayano bhagavan aprabodhad
buddhas tu pasanda-gana-pramadat
kalkih kaleh kala-malat prapatu
dharmavanayoru-krtavatarah

May Vyasadeva protect me from ignorance (dvaipayano
bhagavan aprabodhad)! May Buddha protect me from
activities opposed to Vedic principles and from laziness that
causes one to madly forget the Vedic principles (buddhas tu
pasanda-gana-pramadat)! May Kalki (kalkih), who appears
to protect religious principles (dharma avanaya wuru-
krtavatarah), protect me (prapatu) from Kali (kaleh), the
form of contaminated time (kala-malat)'



Kalammalat means “from Kali, the contaminated form ot
time.”

Kalki is described.



Theme-4: Protection during
difterent parts of day (20-22)



1Theme-4: Protection during diiterent parts ot day (20-22)

1 6.8.20 ||
marm kesavo gadaya pratar avyad
govinda asangavam atta-venuh
narayanah prahna udatta-Saktir
madhyan-dine visnur arindra-panih

May Kesava protect me (kesavo mam avyad) with his club
(gadaya) in the first portion of the day (pratar), and may
Govinda (govinda), who is always engaged in playing his
flute (atta-venuh), protect me in the second portion of the
day (asangavam). May Lord Narayana, who is equipped with
all potencies (narayanah udatta-saktir), protect me in the
third part of the day (prahna), and may Lord Visnu, who
carries a disc to kill his enemies (visnur arindra-panih),
protect me in the tourth part of the day (madhyan-dine).



He recites mantras for protection during ditferent times,
through the presiding deities of those times, in three
verses.

Kesava is the lord of Mathura.

Pratardina lasts until end of the fifth ghatika from
sunrise. [Note: A ghatika is twenty-four minutes.]

Govinda is the Lord of Vrndavana.



Asangava starts from the sixth ghatika and lasts till the
tenth ghatika .

Prahna lasts from the eleventh ghatika until the fifteenth
ghatika.

Madhyandina (noon) lasts from the sixteen ghatika to the
twentieth ghatika.



Theme-4: Protection during ditferent parts of day (20-22)

1 6.8.21 ||
devo 'parahne madhu-hogradhanva
sayam tri-dhamavatu madhavo mam
dose hrsikesa utardha-ratre
nisitha eko 'vatu padmanabhah

May Madhustidana (devah madhu-ha), who carries a bow
very feartul for the demons (ugra dhanva), protect me during
the fifth part of the day (aparahne). In the evening, the sixth
part of the day (sayam), may Madhava, who is eternity,
knowledge and bliss (madhavo tri-dhama), protect me (avatu
mam), and during pradosa may Hrsikesa protect me (dose
hrsikesa). May Padmanidbha alone protect me
(padmanabhah ekah avatu) during ardha-ratra and nisitha
(ardha-ratre nisitha)



Aparahna lasts from the twenty-first ghatika to the
twenty-fifth ghatika.

Sayam or evening lasts from the twenty-sixth ghatika to
the thirtieth ghatika.

Tri-dhama means the Lord with three forms: eternity,

knowledge and bliss.

Having recited mantras for protection during the day
divided into six parts, he now recites mantras for
protection during the five parts of the night.



Dosa or pradosa lasts till the end of the fourth ghatika of
the night.

From the fifth to the fourteen ghatika is ardharatra
(midnight), since midnight is included in it.

The fifteenth and sixteenth ghatikas are nisitha.



Theme-4: Protection during different parts of day (20-22)

16.8.22 ||
Srivatsa-dhamapara-ratra isah
pratyusa iso 'si-dharo janardanah
damodaro 'vyad anusandhyam prabhate
visvesvaro bhagavan kala-murtih

May the Supreme Lord (isah), who bears the Srivatsa on his
chest (Srivatsa-dhama), protect me during apara-ratra
(apara-ratra). May Janardana, who carries a sword in his
hand (iSah asi-dharah janardanah), protect me at the end of
night, pratyisa (pratyisa). May Damodara protect me at
dawn (damodaro avyad prabhate), and may Lord Visvesvara
(visvesvaro bhagavan kala-murtih) protect me during the
junctions of day and night (anusandhyam).



Srivatsa-dhama means the Lord has Srivatsa on his body.

Apara-ratra lasts from nisitha to pratyusa [Note: This
would be from the seventeenth to twenty-fifth ghatika.
Pratyusa would from the twenty-sixth to thirtieth
ghatika. This is assuming day and night are equal in
time. |.

Pratyusa consist of four ghatikas at the end of night.

Anusandhya means the junctures of day and night
(sunrise and sunset).



Theme-5: Protection from
Lord’s weapons (23-26)



Theme-5: Protection from Lord’s weapons (23-26)

1 6.8.23 ||
cakram yugantanala-tigma-nemi
bhramat samantad bhagavat-prayuktam
dandagdhi dandagdhy ari-sainyam asu
kaksam yatha vata-sakho hutasah

The Lord’s cakra (bhagavat-prayuktam cakram), with
edges sharp like the fire of devastation (yuga-anta-anala
tigma-nemi), wanders everywhere (bhramat samantad).
Burn up the armies of the enemy (dandagdhi dandagdhy
ari-sainyam asu), just as fire (yatha hutasah), friend of
the wind (vata-sakhah), burns dry grass (kaksam)!



In four verses he recites mantras for protection by the
Lord’s cakra.

The cakra has a sharp edge like the fire at time of
universal destruction.

[t moves everywhere, engaged by the Lord.

Please burn up the armies of the enemy, just as fire burns
dry grass (kaksam).



Theme-5: Protection from Lord’s weapons (23-26)

1 6.8.24 |
gade 'Sani-sparsana-visphulinge
nispindhi nispindhy ajita-priyasi
kusmanda-vainayaka-yaksa-rakso-
bhiita-grahams cairnaya ctirnayarin

O club (gade)! Giver of sparks as strong as lightning
bolts (asani-sparsana-visphulinge)! You are dear to the
Lord (ajita-priyasi)! Tear up (nispindhi nispindhy) the
Kusmandas, Vainayakas, Yaksas, Raksasas, ghosts and
Spirits (kusmanda-vainayaka-yaksa-rakso- bhiita-
grahan). Pulverize my enemies (ctirnaya ctirnaya arin)!




O club, from which sparks emanate whose touch is like
lightning! Pulverize (nispindhi) the Kusmandas!



Theme-5: Protection from Lord’s weapons (23-26)

1 6.8.25 ||
tvarh yatudhana-pramatha-preta-matr-
pisaca-vipragraha-ghora-drstin
darendra vidravaya krsna-pirito
bhima-svano 'rer hrdayani kampayan

O conch (darendra)! Filled with air by Krsna (krsna-
puaritah) and sounding fearsome (bhima-svano), you
cause the hearts of the enemy to tremble (areh hrdayani
kampayan). Drive away (tvarh vidravaya) the
Yatudhanas, Pramathas, Pretas, Matrs, PiSacas, and
territying brahmana ghosts (yatudhana-pramatha-preta-
matr- pisaca-vipragraha-ghora-drstin).



Darendra means O Paricajanya!



Theme-5: Protection from Lord’s weapons (23-26)

1 6.8.26 ||
tvam tigma-dharasi-varari-sainyam
1sa-prayukto mama chindhi chindhi
cakstunsi carman chata-candra chadaya
dvisam aghonam hara papa-caksusam

O sharp blade (tigma-dhara)! O best of swords (asi-
vara)! Employed by the Lord (isa-prayukto), cut the
troops of my enemy (mama ari-sainyam chindhi
chindhi)! O shield with a hundred eyes ($ata-candra
carman)! Cover the eyes (cakstinsi chadaya) of the
sinful enemies (aghonam dvisam). Cover the eyes of the
sinful men (papa-caksusam hara)!



O sharp blade! O best of swords (asi-vara)!

O shield endowed with a hundred moon symbols!

Cover the eyes of the sinful enemies.



Theme-6: Lord’s protection
through His various energies/

attributes (27-34)



Theme-6: Lord’s protection through His various energies/ attributes (27-
34)

I 6.8.27-28 ||
yan no bhayam grahebhyo 'bhiut
ketubhyo nrbhya eva ca
sarisrpebhyo damstribhyo
bhitebhyo 'mhobhya eva ca

sarvany etani bhagavan-
nama-rapanukirtanat
prayantu sanksayam sadyo
ye nah Sreyah-pratipakah

May all our fears arising (yad nah bhayarn abhiuit) from planets (grahebhyo),
meteors, humans (ketubhyo nrbhya eva ca), snakes and scorpions
(sarisrpebhyo), sharp toothed animals (darnstribhyo), ghosts, and sins
(bhutebhyo amhobhya eva ca), untavorable to our well-being (nah sreyah-
pratipakah), be destroyed (sanksayam prayantu sadyah) by chanting
continuously the name and forms of the Lord (bhagavan-nama-rapa
anukirtanat)!



Sreyah-pratipakah means “untavorable for our well-
being.”



Theme-6: Lord’s protection through His various
energies/ attributes (27-34)

1 6.8.29 ||
garudo bhagavan stotra-
stobhas chandomayah prabhuh
raksatv asesa-krcchrebhyo
visvaksenah sva-namabhih

May Garuda, praised in verses of the samas, the
personified Vedas, protect us from unlimited miseries!
May Visvaksena protect us from miseries by his names!



Garuda is praised in the Brhad-sama and Rathantara-
samas.

Another version is stotra-stobha-chandomayah.

In that case stobha mean the syllables of the Gita and
Puranas.

Another version is stotra-stomah, meaning “a collection
of hymns of praise.”



Theme-6: Lord’s protection through His various
energies/ attributes (27-34)

1 6.8.30 ||
sarvapadbhyo harer nama-
riapa-yanayudhani nah
buddhindriya-manah-pranan
pantu parsada-bhiisanah

May the Lord’s names, forms, vehicles, and weapons
(harer nama-rapa-yana-ayudhani) as well as the Lord’s
main associates (parsada-bhiisanah), protect (pantu)
our intelligence, senses, mind and lite airs (nah buddhi-
indriya-manah-pranan) from all dangers (sarva

apadbhyo).



Parsada-bhtisanah means the chief associates.



Theme-6: Lord’s protection through His various
energies/ attributes (27-34)

I 6.8.31 ||
yatha hi bhagavan eva
vastutah sad asac ca yat
satyenanena nah sarve
yantu nasam upadravah

May the Lord (yatha hi bhagavan eva) who is actually
all the universe (vastutah sad asad ca yat) destroy
(nasam vyantu) all of our misfortunes (nah sarve
upadravah) by that truth (anena satyena)!



The Lord is actually this universe made of cause and
effect (sad-asat), because it arises from his external
energy, his sakti.

By that vow, may all our misfortunes be destroyed!

This means “If the Lord is actually the universe, our
misfortunes will certainly be destroyed.”

This is similar to saying “If the Vedas are proot, then
certainly it will happen.”



Theme-6: Lord’s protection through His various energies/ attributes (27-
34)

Il 6.8.32-33 ||
yathaikatmyanubhavanam
vikalpa-rahitah svayam
bhiisanayudha-lingakhya
dhatte saktih sva-mayaya

tenaiva satya-manena
sarva-jio bhagavan harih
patu sarvaih svartipair nah
sada sarvatra sarva-gah

May the all-pervading, omniscient Lord protect us (sarva-gah sarva-jiah
bhagavan harih nah patu) at all times and places (sada sarvatra) by his
many forms (sarvaih svarapaih), if it is true (tena eva satya-manena) that he
is non-different from his saktis (svayam Saktih vikalpa-rahitah) such as his
ornaments, weapons, forms and names (bhuisana-ayudha-linga-akhya)
because of being spiritual (yatha aikatmya anubhavanam), and that he still
maintains them by his svariipa-sakti (dhatte sva-mayaya).



Just as the Lord, who is non-ditferent (vikalpla-rahitah)
from his saktis which are one because of being spiritual,
holds those $saktis such as ornaments, weapons, forms
and names, by that truth, may he protect us.

“Ornaments” refers to such things as the Kaustubha.

“Weapons” means such things as the cakra.



Forms are the four-armed or two-armed forms.

These and his names are his $aktis, which are
transformations ot his svarapa-sakti.

The Lord, endowed with his svarapa-sakti (sva-mayaya),
his eternal energy arising from his svartipa, supports
these transformations of his svartipa-sakti.

Madhva quotes from $ruti in this regard: ato mayamayam
visnurh pravadanti manisinah: the wise say Visnu is
composed of maya, his internal energy.



It it is true that the Lord is non-ditterent from his
ornaments, weapons and forms since they arise from his
svariipa-sakti, by this true prootf, may the Lord who is all
pervading in time and place protect us by all his forms
such as those mentioned in verse 12.

The Lord’s omniscient indicates that he knows our faith
in him that we hold in our minds.

Theretore he knows this condition we are expressing.



Theme-6: Lord’s protection through His various
energies/ attributes (27-34)

1 6.8.34 |
vidiksu dikstirdhvam adhah samantad
antar bahir bhagavan narasirnhah
prahapayal loka-bhayam svanena
sva-tejasa grasta-samasta-tejah

May Nrsimmha (bhagavan narasimhah), who completely
destroys fear in this world (prahapayan loka-bhayam) by
his roaring (svanena) and who swallows all power
(grasta-samasta-tejah) by his effulgence (sva-tejasa),
protect us in all ordinal and cardinal directions (vidiksu
diksu), up and down (airdhvam adhah), all around
(samantad). inside and outside (antar bahih).



Though having concluded his prayers for protection by various
torms of the Lord, he again prays with one mantra for protection
from all untavorable things to the territying form of Nrsimmhadeva.

The verb “please protect us” should be added.

Or Narasimha can mean the devotee of Narasimha, Prahlada.

In that case the meaning would be “May Prahliada who destroys
tear in this world by loudly chanting the name of Nrsimha, who
swallows up the powers ot all elements, weapons, poison and the
elephants of the directions by his own powers, please protect us!”




Theme-7: The power ot
Narayana kavaca (35-42)



Theme-7: The power of Narayana kavaca (35-42)

1 6.8.35 |
maghavann idam akhyatam
varma narayanatmakam
vijesyase 'Mjasa yena
damsito 'sura-yathapan

O Indra (maghavann)! This armor (idam varma) related
to Lord Nardyana (narayana atmakam) has been
described by me to you (akhyatam). Covered by this
armor (yena damsito), you will certainly conquer (anjasa
vijesyase) the leaders of the demons (asura-yathapan).



DamsSitah means “covered with armor.”



Theme-7: The power of Narayana kavaca (35-42)

1 6.8.36 ||
etad dharayamanas tu
yam yam pasyati caksusa
pada va samsprsSet sadyah
sadhvasat sa vimucyate

It one employs this armor (etad dharayamanah),
whomever he sees with his eyes (yam yam pasyati
caksusa) or touches with his feet (pada va sarsprset) is
immediately freed (sah sadyah vimucyate) from all fears
(sadhvasat).



One who is touched by a person wearing this armor
becomes free of all fears.

What to speak of the person wearing it.



Theme-7: The power of Narayana kavaca (35-42)

1 6.8.37 ||
na kutascid bhayam tasya
vidyam dharayato bhavet
raja-dasyu-grahadibhyo
vyadhy-adibhyas ca karhicit

One who employs this prayer (vidyarn dharayatah) will
have no fear (na bhayam bhavet) from the government,
plunderers, and evil demons (raja-dasyu-graha adibhyo)
or from any type of disease (vyadhy-adibhyas ca) at any
time (kutascid).



Theme-7: The power of Narayana kavaca (35-42)

1 6.8.38 |
imam vidyam pura kascit
kausiko dharayan dvijah
yoga-dharanaya svangam
jahau sa maru-dhanvani

Previously (pura) a brahm
kausiko dvijah), using t
dharayan), gave up his bod

ana named Kausika (kascit
nis armor (imar  vidyam
y (sva angam jahau) in the

desert (maru-dhanvani)
dharanaya).

by mystic power (yoga-



Theme-7: The power of Narayana kavaca (35-42)

1 6.8.39 ||
tasyoparl vimanena
gandharva-patir ekada
yayau citrarathah stribhir
vrto yatra dvija-ksayah

Surrounded by many beautiful women (stribhih vrtah),
Citraratha, the King of the Gandharvas (gandharva-patih
citrarathah), was once passing (ekada yayau) in his
airplane (vimanena) over the brahmana's body (tasya
upari), where the brahmana had died (yatra dvija-

ksayah).



Theme-7: The power of Narayana kavaca (35-42)

1 6.8.40 |
gaganan nyapatat sadyah
savimano hy avak-sirah
sa valikhilya-vacanad
asthiny adaya vismitah
prasya praci-sarasvatyam
snatva dhama svam anvagat

Suddenly (sadyah) Citraratha was forced to fall from the sky
(gaganan nyapatat) headfirst (avak-sirah) with his airplane (sa
vimanah). Struck with wonder (vismitah) and ordered by the
great sages named the Valikhilyas (valikhilya-vacanad), he took
the bones of the brahmana (sah asthiny adaya) and threw them
in River Sarasvati tlowing east (prasya praci-sarasvatyar). After
bathing, he then returned to his abode (snatva svam dhama
anvagat).



Praci not being in the masculine is poetic license.

He was not able to go anywhere else using his airplane.

Thus he went home.



Theme-7: The power of Narayana kavaca (35-42)

I 6.8.41 ||
Sri-Suka uvaca
ya idam Srnuyat kale
yo dharayati cadrtah
tarh namasyanti bhatani
mucyate sarvato bhayat

Sukadeva said: One who employs this armor (ya idam
dharayati) or hears about it with faith (Srnuyat ca
adrtah) is immediately freed from all dangers (kale
mucyate sarvato bhayat) and is worshiped by all living
entities (tarh namasyanti bhaitani).



Theme-7: The power of Narayana kavaca (35-42)

1 6.8.42 |
etam vidyam adhigato
visvarupac chatakratuh
trailokya-laksmim bubhuje
vinirjitya mrdhe 'suran

King Indra, who performed one hundred sacrifices
(satakratuh), after receiving this prayer (etam vidyam
adhigatah) from Visvartpa (viSvaraipat) and conquering
the demons (mrdhe asuran vinirjitya), enjoyed the
wealth of the three worlds (trailokya-laksmir bubhuje).



