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LESSON 4: Themes (Texts 8-11)
I. Krsna-prema-bhakti as the process and prerequisite for
Bhagavän realization (8)
II. While Bhagavän manifests according to the mood of the
devotees, they meditate on His forms in accordance with proper
hearing of the scriptures as explained by self-realized souls (9)
III. Brahmäji exemplifies Bhagavän realization—The Lord endows
Brahmäji with the vision of His topmost Vaikuëöha-Dhäma (10)
IV. Bhagavän’s attributes & potencies are part of His essential
nature—They are not imposed upon Him (11)
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I) Krsna-prema-bhakti as the process and
prerequisite for Bhagavän realization (8)
 Jéva Gosvämi had already
discussed this verse in detail in
Tattva-Sandarbha
“Thus he fixed his mind, perfectly engaging it  भक्ति-योगेन here refers to pure ds 
by linking it in devotional service [भक्ति-योगेन]
realization of the पुरुषं-पूर्णं, or the
without any tinge of materialism, and thus he “Complete Person, Bhagavän.”
saw the Absolute Personality of Godhead
 प्रेम-भक्ति is अमल, or love of
along with His external energy, which was
devotion is w/out tinge of material
under His full control.” [1.7.4]
impurity (not the kind of भक्ति one
realizes Brahman
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II) While Bhagavän manifests according to the
mood of the devotees, they meditate on His
forms in accordance with proper hearing of the
scriptures as explained by self-realized souls (9)
 Jéva cites 3.9.11 to convey the same idea now
stated by Brahmä
 “0 my Lord, Your devotees can see You through the
ears by the process of bona fide hearing, and thus
their hearts become cleansed, and You take Your
seat there. You are so merciful to Your devotees
that You manifest Yourself in the particular eternal
form of transcendence. in which they always think
of You.”
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 Lord manifests in a devotee’s heart purified through “अमल-प्रेमभक्ति.”
 He appears to such a devotee in the form he meditates on.
 However, Lord is not obliged to appear in any form the devotee
imagines. Rather, the devotee meditates on His form authenticated in
scriptures and explained by self-realized souls. This is the
significance of the word:
, or seen through the ear. The
devotee’s heart gets purified by hearing about Him. He now takes His
seat in their purified hearts.
 While the Lord is completely independent (svaraöa), He is controlled
by loving devotion.

 In Annuccheda 10, Jéva Gosvämi analyzes how Bhagavän
appeared to Brahmäji after he had engaged in loving devotion
at the very beginning of the cosmic manifestation.
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III) Brahmäji exemplifies Bhagavän realization—The
Lord endows Brahmäji with the vision of His topmost
Vaikuëöha-Dhäma (10)
 Jéva analyzes ten and half verses frm SB (2.9.919), which describes Brahmäji’s vision of स्वयम
भगवान in Vaikuëöha. This is when he was born
on the lotus, which grew from the navel of
Garbhodakaçäyé-Viñëu, who was lying on the
Garbhodaka ocean. Not knowing his
whereabouts, all he heard was “tapaù” 
Following this order, he controlled his mind
and senses for a thousand celestial years.
Pleased that Brahmä had complied with His
command, श्री भगवान blessed him with a vision
of Himself in His topmost Vaikuëöha-Dhäma.
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Following is thematic essence of
these verses
1. The personal form of Bhagavän is
realized only by devotees.
2. Vaikuëöha is a manifestation of सत्त्व, or
ववशुद्ध-सत्त्व, or pure mode of goodness,
which is the internal potency (स्वरूपशक्ति) of the Lord and is both
transcendental and conscious.
3. Material mode of goodness is always
contaminated with the lower modes of
passion and ignorance.
4. Finally, it was श्री भगवान क्रष्ण, who spoke
Catuh-çloki, the 4 seed verses of SB, to
Brahmäji.
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 While quoting many other verses, beyond 2.9.9-19, that
how Vaikuëöha is transcendental, where Mäyä has no
influence there
 Lord and the inhabitants live ecstatically within self as their
spiritual bodies, mind and senses, as well as actions. Even the
place is nothing other than consciousness and bliss.
 Residents are free from material misery and perpetually serve the
Lord in spontaneous play of loving ds.
 Vaikuëöha is manifestation of ववशुद्ध-सत्त्व. These ten-n-half verses

describe Bhagavän’s abode, residents & their actions, consort Lakñmidevé,
and loving dealings between Lord and His eternal associates.
 Brahmä’s visual experience was not a dream or hallucination because at the
end Krsna in fact shook his hands and blessed—Blessed him to ward off any
false pride that might overtake him while engaged in architectural design of
the material world.
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The Personality of Godhead, being thus very
much satisfied with the penance of Lord
Brahma, was pleased to manifest His personal
abode, Vaikuëöha, the supreme planet above
all others. This transcendental abode of the
Lord is adored by all self-realized persons
freed from all kinds of miseries and
fearfulness of illusory existence. [2.9.9]
Jn that personal abode of the Lord, material
modes of ignorance and passion do not prevail,
nor is there any of their influence in the matter
of goodness. There is non-predominance of the
influence of time, so what to speak of the
illusory external energy that cannot enter in
that region. Without discrimination, both the
demigods and the demons worship the Lord as
devotees. [2.9.10]
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 Vaikuëöha is free from the 5 afflictions namely, ignorance (avidyä),
egotism (asmitä), attachment (räga), hatred (dveña), and bodily
conception of life (abhiniveça).
 Material miseries sprout and fructify in the soil of tamas, darkness of
ignorance or avidyä, which is absent in Vaikuëöha, and so are all
kinds of sufferings.
 Similarly, irreligious acts like theft and violence are impure to
perform them as means of livelihood demonstrates gross avidyä.
 A conditioned being identifies himself with mental states and thus
considers himself as happy or miserable. This misidentification
is ह्रदय-ग्रक्ति, or the tight knot between matter and spirit.
 भगवत-तत्त्व-ववज्ञानम, or science of Bhagavän Krsna, shatters this knot.
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 Lord’s abode is free from all 3 modes of material nature. The nature
of the abode is eternal existence, consciousness and bliss (सत्-वितआनन्द)  Time has no influence there. Time influences material
nature and thus all material objects undergo some or all following
transformations

 At the beginning of creation, all the modes of nature are in an equilibrium
(pradhäna). But time destabilizes them and various transformations results.
 In Vaikuëöha, however, pradhäna is absent. Hence, there is no creation or
destruction.
 None of the modes are found in pure state anywhere in the material world.
Brahmä therefore tells Närada that “it is not possible to find sattva or only
rajas or only tamas anywhere.
 They are always mixed with each other, and thus they are said to be
mutually dependable.
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“The inhabitants of the Vaikuëöha planets are
described as having a glowing sky-bluish
complexion. Their eyes resemble the lotus flower,
their dress is of yellowish color and their bodily
features very attractive. They are just the age of
growing youths, they all have four hands, they are
all nicely decorated with pearl necklaces with
ornamental medallions, and they all appear to be
effulgent.” [2.9.11]
“Some of them are effulgent like the coral and
diamond in complexion and have garlands on their
heads, blooming like the lotus flowers, and some
wear earrings.[2.9.12]
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“The Vaikuëöha glowing and brilliantly situated
planets are also surrounded by various airplanes, all,
belonging to ·the great mahatmas or devotees of the
Lord. The ladies also are as beautiful as lightning
because of their celestial complexions, and all these
combined together appear just like the sky decorated
with both clouds and lightning.” [2.9.13]
“The goddess of fortune in her transcendental form is
engaged in the loving service of the Lord's lotus feet,
and being moved by the black bees, followers of
spring, she is not only engaged in variegated pleasureservice to the Lord, along with her constant
companions-but also she is engaged in singing the
glories of the Lord's activities.” [2.9.14]
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“Lord Brahma saw in the Vaikuëöha planet the
Personality of Godhead, who is the Lord of the
entire devotee community, the Lord of the goddess
of fortune, the Lord of all sacrifices, and the Lord of
the universe, and who is served by the foremost
servitors like Nanda, Sunanda, Prabala, and
Arhaëa, His immediate associates.” [2.9.15]
“The Personality of Godhead, seen leaning favorably
towards His loving servitors, His very sight
intoxicating and attractive, appeared to be very
much satisfied. He had a smiling face decorated with
an enchanting reddish hue. He was dressed in yellow
robes and wore earrings and a helmet on his head.
He had four hands, and His chest was marked with
the lines of the goddess of fortune. [2.9.16]
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“The Lord was seated on His throne and was
surrounded by different energies like the four, the
sixteen, the five, and the six natural opulences,
along with other insignificant energies of the
temporary character. But He was the factual Supreme
Lord, enjoying His own abode.” [2.9.17]

“Lord Brahrna, thus seeing the Personality of
Godhead in His fullness, became overwhelmed with
joy within his heart, and thus in full transcendental
love and ecstasy, his eyes became full with tears of
love. He thus bowed down before the Lord. That is
the way of highest perfection for the living being
[paramahaàsa].” [2.9.18]
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“And seeing Brahmä present before Him, the
Lord accepted him as worthy to create living
beings, to be controlled as He desired, and
thus being much satisfied with him, the Lord
shook hands with Brahma and, slightly
smiling, addressed him thus.” [2.9.19]
 Jéva identifies the Supreme Lord who spoke to Brahmä as Krsna, the son of
Nanda Mahäräja. Brahma-samhitä describes that Brahmä was actually initiated
into 18 syllable Gopäla béja-mantra, which he chanted to please Govinda, the
presiding Deity of this mantra, the cowherd boy who appeared before him, and
not as Viñëu—गोववन्दं आवद पुषं तमहं भजावम. This is also confirmed in गोपाल-तपवर्णउपावनसद.

 Furthermore, Lord also tells Uddhava that He spoke these 4 verses of SB to
Brahmä. This event took place after Brahmä saw the Lord and His abode.
Further confirmation comes from 12th Canto.
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IV) Bhagavän’s attributes & potencies are part
of His essential nature—They are not imposed
upon Him (11)
 Jéva now turns his attention to the characteristics of Bhagavän
Himself  His attributes and potencies are part of His स्वरूप-शक्ति
 This is in direct refutation of the Mäyäväda doctrine of Çaìkara
 According to this school, Brahman is the only ultimate reality. We mistake
Brahman for the empirical world that is unreal. When our ignorance is
dispelled, only Brahman will remain.
 They also take Brahman’s form, attributes and abode to unreal in the
ultimate sense. They mistakenly think that these attributes have also been
superimposed upon Brahman (as upädhi)
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 To refute this gross misconception of the Mäyävädés, Jéva will
introduce evidence over the next 15 texts (12-26) that Bhagavän’s
attributes, especially His potencies, are both real and inherent in His
being.
 Mäyävädés claim that ultimate reality is Brahman, devoid of qualities
or energies, and hence their philosophy of Radical Nondualism, or
Advaitaväda (as opposed to that of the Brahmavädé impersonalists),
is the ultimate truth.
 In sharp contrast, Jéva’s notion is that this is not complete truth.
Although Reality is nondual, eternal, and supremely conscious
being, it is NOT devoid of attributes or potencies
 Real Existent (वास्तवं-वस्तु ) is modified by two adjectives: वशवद & ताप-त्रयोन्मूलन
 उन्मूलन means to uproot, implying that no trace of illusion, or ignorance is left
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 If the energy of the Real Existent was superimposed, then it would not have
the power to completely uproot illusion.
 If one is imperfect, how can he make others perfect?
 As an apparent snake, mistakenly seen in a rope in semi-darkness, cannot
bite, Bhagavän superimposed onto Brahman cannot uproot misery and
bestow bliss.
 So it should be acknowledged that Absolute Reality is potent and He is
called Bhagavän
 वशवद & ताप-त्रयोन्मूलन are basic, affiliated effects of sädhanä-bhakti, or

devotion in the stage of practice

 sädhanä-bhakti uproots all types of miseries and grants auspiciousness to
the practitioner.
 The 3 types of miseries are from one’s own body & mind (अवि-आक्तिक),
inflicted by other living entities (अवि-भौवतक) and those arising from the
environment or nature (अवि-दै ववक)
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