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JivaG thus far established that the Lord’s form is...

1) Indeed the Supreme Absolute Truth because it is eternal
2) All-pervading and transcendental

3) The shelter ot everything

4) Distinct from all gross and subtle material elements

5) Beyond sense perception

6) Self-luminous

7) In which all the statements of the Srutis find reconciliation

* This was experienced by Brahma, who is one of the 12
mahdjanas, and who clearly describes in the following 3 verses



TEXTS 51: THE LORD’S FORM IS THE
SUPREME ABSOLUTE REALITY
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“You, who are eternally free of ignorance due to the upsurge ot
overwhelming taste in the form of knowing, have assumed this
form from the very beginning to bless the true. This form is the
unique seed from which hundreds of avataras arise, and I myself
have appeared from its lotus navel, which is my home.” [3.9.2]

= Sridhara Svami comments

* Possible objection by the Lord: “Isn’t the form seen by you also made the 3
modes of material nature? Only unqualitied Brahman is the Absolute
Reality.”

* Anticipating this, Brahma, speaks the following two verses [3.9.3-4]



» Brahma stresses that that very form he sees (Tdg ¥4) is a
manifestation of the taste of knowledge, or pure consciousness
(Sraeiy-¥HIga), and thus eternally free from ignorance (dw3:)

= “eternally free from ignorance (d99:)” = implies the absence of the
modes of goodness and passion (& their source, 94 ) as well. This is
because the 3 modes are always interconnected. The bodies of all the
jivas, including that of Brahma, are made of matter, which is
temporary and ftull of ignorance = Since the Lord doesn’t have @\,
He must be transcendental!

L sri%?r AdR-TdP-aeiH” = The Lord’s form Brahmai sees is the original
form of the AT, compared to a seed (dSH) from which hundreds of other
incarnations arise ((AdR-TIA®) .. the original seed form is the fountainhead ot
all those arise, or 3[AdRYI (Similarly, just as the original form is transcendental, so
are all His expansions as well)
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“O Supreme One! I do not perceive Your essence, which is bliss alone,
undifferentiated being and unobstructed effulgence, as anything different from
this form. I, therefore, take shelter of this form, which is unique, which creates the
universe, and yet, remains distinct from it, being the Self and essence of the
material elements and senses.” [3.9.3]

» 3ffdg-ad:, or the Lord’s radiance is w/out covering ... undifferentiated (3tfa®weam)
= one nature, devoid of distinction = .. Your essence is nothing but bliss (3{H<-
HAEH) = Although such is Your essence, I don’t perceive it as beyond (AT UR)

* So Brahma is justitying why he is seeing the Lord’s personal form, rather than
His impersonal Brahman, or effulgence (Fg-s4ifd) = Thus, he takes shelter of
the Lord’s personal form.

= He then describes the characteristics of the Lord’s form that establish its
worthiness of being his shelter.



= Uniqueness of this form (§PH), or supreme object of worship. Why? Because it is the
creator of the universe (ﬁ%[-HTrr) ~. this form is not the universe (3ffayA), or it is
distinct from the universe. Rather, it is the Selt, or cause of both the senses and the

material elements (Hﬁ'@'ﬂ-éﬂ?ﬂlﬁ).
* The Lord might then ask: “Then why is it that some people do not honor Me?”

* Brahma’s response: Because they are influenced by associating with the untrue or the
inessential (RIA-UHY:), or attached to inherently defective logic that fails to
accommodate that the Absolute as personal God.
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“O source of the world’s auspiciousness! This then is certainly the same form You
manifested to us, Your worshipers, in our meditation for our welfare. We ofter
obeisances to You again and again, O Lord, who are disregarded by those destined
for hell and by those influenced by those influenced you by the company of the
untrue or the inessential.” [3.9.4]



TEXTS 52-53: THE BODY OF SRI RSABHADEVA IS
TRANSCENDENTAL

TEXT 52

= JivaG now explains that the body of Sri Rsabhadeva, an STARI-3MAdR, or
a partial incarnation of Krsna, is also transcendental.

= Sr1 Rsabhadeva appeared as the son of King Nabhi and Merudevi. Of His
100 sons, Bharata Maharaja was the eldest and great devotee—nine of
whose younger brothers became known as the Navayogendras.

= After ruling His kingdom for many years, when Rsabhadeva decided to
renounce all worldly duties and retire to a life of a mendicant in the
forest (avadhuta), He gathered His 100 sons in an assembly of great
sages and instructed them in transcendental knowledge. One of these
verses, JivaG cites to establish the theme of his text 52.
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" “My transcendental body looks exactly like a human form, but
it is not a material human body. It is inconceivable. I am not
tforced by nature to accept a particular type of body; I take on a
body by My own sweet will. My heart is also spiritual (4H:),
and I always think of the weltare of My devotees. Theretore
within My heart can be found the process ot devotional service,
which is meant for the devotees. Far from My heart have I
abandoned irreligion [3f4H] and non-devotional activities.
They do not appeal to Me. Due to all these transcendental
qualities, people generally pray to Me as Rsabhadeva, the

Supreme Personality of Godhead, the best of all living entities.”
[5.5.19]




» §¢ IR /A gfduTad = This body of mine is transcendental (Fd-ferd-
3+ ), which is inconceivable

" Despite being a jiva-tattva, who is supposed to have body composed
of material elements, though an empowered incarnation (3{TaI-
3[ddY) nonetheless, here Rsabhadeva claims to have a body non-
ditferent from the AT, and calls Himself Vasudeva, the supreme goal
of life. But He does not do so out of pride. His purpose was to
instruct His sons transcendental knowledge, and thereby the
humanity in general.

®* This certainly sounds inconceivable to mundane logic. So to
understand the statement that Rsabhadeva’s form is indeed
transcendental, we must understand what is an 3TA=I-3@dIR, or an
empowered, partial incarnation of Krsna, its two divisions, how
does it relate to Visnu-tattva expansions ot Krsna, and so on.
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" “The blazing forest fire, generated by bamboo shoots rubbing
against each other amidst strong winds, engulted and burnt the
forest, along with Him.” = How is it that Rsabhadeva’s
transcendental body could be burnt = JivaG’s explanation based on
interpreting Sanskrit grammar:

» g o §aT8, or burnt along with Him” does not necessarily mean that the
fire burnt the trees along with Rsabhadeva. Rather, the Lord accompanied
the fire in burning the trees = While the fire burned the flora and fauna’s
gross bodies, the Lord burned their subtle bodies—meaning He liberated
them.

* Further objection: Since the verse 5.6.6 states that Rsabhadeva desired to
give up His body, 98 ®dai¥ fST8RY:, He was burnt in the forest fire. JivaG,
however, translates here as the material world, rather than a body = The
Lord appears and disappears—He never takes birth or dies.



TEXT 53: KRSNA’S BODY IS TRANSCENDENTAL AND
MOST BEAUTIFUL

® [f Krsna’s partial expansions have transcendental forms, then
needless to say that the body of the original and complete Personal
Absolute, Bhagavan Sri Krsna should also be transcendental.

" JivaG quotes a verse spoken by Bhismadeva, who was recalling
Yudhisthira Maharaja’s Rajasuya sacrifice in an assembly of great
sages and kings of the entire universe, where Lord Krsna was
unanimously chosen (with a lone exception of the most envious,
Shisupala) as the person most qualified to receive the first Worsh1p
(8I-Yull). This verse specitically refers to the Lord’s body. Bhisma,
at the point of leaving his body on the battle field of Kuruksetra,
glorifies Krsna’s body as most attractive, most worshipable and a
most rare sight—the Lord’s beauty is not material.
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* “At Yudhisthira Maharaja’s Rajastiya sacrifice, there was a great
assembly of eminent sages and mighty kings, who honored Him, the
cynosure of all eyes, by offering Him first worship. Now this same
Self has again appeared before my eye.” [1.9.41]

* Bhisma spoke while awaiting his death on the bed of arrows. As he

recalls the Rajasiiya sacrificial arena, everyone marveled at the Lord’s
beauty (éeruﬂiq‘f). Krsna had “become manifest Himself” (3TfARTAT).

* This indicated that He exists everywhere at all times, but had appeared
or manifested to give pleasure to His devotee, Bhismadeva.

" [t is the characteristic of the Lord’s transcendental body that He can
manifest it to someone at His will, while simultaneously keeping it
concealed from others.



= Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the original and complete Reality (¥a4-
HITAT), and He has 3 types of expansions, which are all

Visnu-tattvas:
1) YI-FU: YPT manifestations in Vrndavana & Dvaraka
2) AG-UBIHI-ITU: These expansions include His fde™ forms,

such as Narayana, and ¥-3{% manifestations, such as #dH-
AddiR

* There is no ditference between Krsna & His UPIRI manifestations
= His fd9™T forms are almost equal to Him in opulence, but His ¥d-
3 manifestations have less manifest power than His fa@T forms.

3) TART-3(AAR: Empowered jiva-tattvas, or living entities—the
partial expansions




TEXTS 54: DEVAKI’S PRAYERS TO SRI KRSNA

. Similarly, JivaG cites one of the verses from Mother
Devaki’s prayers to Lord Krsna at His “birth” in Karhsa’s
prison cell = “H © HI&MG f[AWR feATH-GIT:, or “[The
Vedas]| speak of some form which is ...You, Visnu
Himself, the lamp of spiritual truth.” [10.3.24]

» The form of Visnu betore her is the same one described in the
Vedas, as unmanifest (3fodeed) and as the original cause (3{T<I).

= She says, “You are “HI&IQ” or directly perceivable.

= The Lord is SI&ATH-GIT:, or spiritual lamp meaning everything is
illuminated by His radiance. He is the controller ot everyone’s
senses, mind, and body. Thus, there was no reason to fear of

Kamsa.




" JivaG then quotes a verse from Padma-Purana spoken by Vyasadeva,
who was undergoing severe austerities and penances to please the
Lord. After a long time, Krsna came within his mind and offered him a
boon.

i 3 g{g'q.ga;r&[ Y& HYIG “O Lord Madhusudana! I wish to see You
qd dd 9 IR 9a Se-aif+ ofd-faq  with my eyes. The Upanisads describe

qaf aaﬁlWﬂT&[q 1Y A °q You as Truth, the Supreme Brahman, the
source and master of The universe. O Lord, let that form become visible to my
sight.”

* Thus, both Vyasadeva and Devaki say the same that the Lord’s form is
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escribed in the Vedas as 3{cdd<d, 3iTel, ﬁﬁiﬁ'ﬂ, and so on. .. It

vlishes that Krsna’s body is self-luminous and transcendental to

ne modes of material nature. It is the Absolute Reality and reconciles
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ne apparent contradictory statements of the Vedas.



TEXTS 55:
THE PARTIAL INCARNATIONS OF SRI
KRSNA ARE ALSO TRANSCENDENTAL

"JivaG next establishes that all the plenary portions of
Krsna are of the same nature. The verse cited here
describes Brahma’s experience after he stole Krsna’s
cows, calves, and cowherd friends. Krsna multiplied
Himselt into these in exact details—Brahma saw

unlimited fasop-gftis

« gfds, however, don’t mean atma or Brahman because
Brahma saw these forms with his own eyes.
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“The Visnu forms were embodiments of the one absolute
essence, constituted of unalloyed being, consciousness and
infinite bliss alone. Their infinite glory was certainly

untouched even by those blessed with the vision of the
Upanisads.” [10.13.54]

* The Lord’s forms are d-ATH-3~d-3TI<-HIA—unalloyed
being, consciousness, infinity and bliss alone.

* JivaG also cites a verse from HgT-aRT8-YRTUT to further
substantiate the point he is establishing.
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“All the forms of the Supreme Lord are eternal unchanging
and devoid of all that is either rejectable or acceptable
because they are never the product of material nature. Their
forms are fluid mass of highly concentrated supreme bliss,
purely conscious in nature. The dualism of body and

embodied does not exist in the Lord.” [HgI-dRTg-YTUI]



