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SRI BHAKTI-SANDARBHA—INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

=» Bhakti-Sandarbha is the 5% of Six Sandarbhas of Srila Jiva Gosvami
= Tattva-Sandarbha (the 1% one) deals with pramana, Srimad Bhagavata Maha-
Purana (SB)

» Bhagavata-Sandarbha (the 2" one), Paramatma-Sandarbha (the 3 one), and
Krsna-Sandarbha (the 4t one) deals yvith sambandha; defining the Lord in His
aspect as Paramatma, Bhagavan and Sri Krsna, the Original Personality of Godhead

* The present one, Bhakti-Sandarbha, deals with the abhidheya, the method or
means to realize Bhagavan Sr1 Krsna—sadhana-bhakti. While the same topic is
discussed in Srila Rapa Gosvami’s Bhakti-rasamrtasindhu [Nectar of Discussion as
its English translation and commentary by Srila Prabhupadal, it is expanded
greatly in Bhakti-Sandarbha.

= Bhakti is the most blisstul process both in practice and in perfection.

® In Priti-Sandarbha, the final 6" Sandarbha, JivaG establishes krsna-prema-bhakti,
or the love of God as the prayojana, or the supreme goal of human form of life.
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THEME II, TEXTS 121-164, LESSONS 10-12:
THE NATURE OF BHAKTI

A. Puritying and nourishing power of devotion, which is nirguna—
[Texts 121-138]
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B. Bhakti is a unique aspect of the internal potency and bestows
inconceivable results [Texts 139-148]

= Bestows virtue and bliss; self-manitests; and Bhagavan is the sole cause of
devotion

C. Participation once in bhakti opens to perfection [Texts 149-164]
= Ajamila story



THEME III, TEXTS 165-178, LESSON 13:
UNALLOYED DEVOTION CULMINATES INTO
NATURAL ATTRACTION

" The exclusivity of devotion [Texts 165-169]

* Assessment it devotion thru the eligibility of its performers [Texts
170-176]

= While faith constitute the sole requirement for unalloyed devotion and it is
an attribute of the performer, general devotion is independent of faith

= Symptoms of faith in bhakti
* Jhana and bhakti are independent of karma

= Devotion born of natural attraction is true methodology [Texts 177-
178]



THEME 1V, TEXTS 179-187, LESSON 14:
DEVOTEES AS THE CAUSE OF ATTAINING
DEVOTION

= Devotees are cause of devotion {Texts 179-180]

" The grace of God is secondary [Texts 180-185]

* Bhagavan does not bestow bhakti directly, but does thru His
devotees

" Therefore, sadhu-sanga is of paramount importance

» Sadhu-sanga determines the specitic quality of awareness
[ Texts 186-187]

* Two types of sages and three types of realized devotees



THEME V, TEXTS 188-202, LESSON 15:
CHARACTERISTICS OF DEVOTEES

» Uttama, madhyama and kanista devotees [Texts 187-190]
* Symptoms of an uttama-devotee [Texts 191-198]

» Gradations of devotees according to the purity of practice
| Texts 199-202]
" Neophytes engage in mixed devotion
" Intermediate devotees engage in reverential devotion
" Pure devotees worship with exclusive love

" Other divisions of Vaisnavas [Text 202]



THEME VI, TEXTS 203-213, LESSON 16:
DEVOTEES AS THE CAUSE OF
PROGRESSON ON THE PATH

" Preliminary steps leading to true worship [Texts 202-
205]

" Acceptance of a bona fide spiritual master
" Hearing, deliberation and faith in God

* The need for 4qur-, fRI&MT-, and fG&TIRE [Texts 206-213]
g’fﬂ & RIMTARE are generally the same, but only one

=" Respect for = on the path of karma, jidna and bhakti



THEME VII, TEXTS 214-234, LESSON 17:
AWARENESS IN THE FORM OF DIRECT
WORSHIP

" Awareness in the form of direct worship [Texts 214-216]
* Two types of direct awareness
» Sadhana on the path of jiiana
» [ntrinsic and extrinsic nature of devotion

" Three types of bhakti [Texts 217-234]
i SMRY-Rygr-yfea
i. Ig-Rier-yfed
iii.  ¥eU-RIgr-Hied



THEME VIII, TEXTS 235-309, LESSONS 18-21:
VAIDHI-BHAKTI—IMPELLED BY TWO TYPES OF
INJUNCTIONS

A. SRUMYfRT [236-237]

" Devoid of other shelter& six symptoms of surrender
* Surrender to guru—removal of obstacles

B. Service to devotees who embody truth [Texts 238-247]

C. Hearing, singing about, remembrance of, and service to the Lord
| Texts 248-282]

D. Worship & oftering obeisance|[Texts 283-303]
E. Servitorship, friendship, and selt-surrender [Texts 304-309]



THEME IX, TEXTS 310-340, LESSONS
22-24: RAGANUGA-BHAKTI—THE MOST
CONFIDENTIAL WISDOM

A. General description of raganuga-bhakti [Texts 310-312]
B. The power of natural attraction [Texts 313-324]
C. The most confidential wisdom [Texts 325-338]

* The confidentiality of realization
" Progressive stages in devotion

" CONCLUSIONS [Texts 339-340]



