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 Jéva has real “I”-consciousness (Lesson 5; Texts 28-31) Intrinsic 
to the self’s inherent identity  There must be separate a Jéva in 
each body to maintain the concept of individuality

 However, the concept of oneness of the Jévas is contrary to the 
above conclusion  JévaG refers to 11.13.22-23

वसु्तनो यदि अनानात्वमनः प्रश्न ईदृशः।

कथम धटेत वो वकु्तवाा मे क आश्रयः॥

पञ्चात्मकेषु भूतेषु समानेष्वदप वसु्ततः।

को भवादनदत वः प्रश्नो वाचारम्भो ह्यनथाकः॥

Sunday, January 22, 2017 Carucandra Dasa 18



 “If the substantive called the Self is utterly devoid of multiplicity, then 
how could a question such as this even arise to you, O brähmaëas?
Furthermore, what particularities could possibly form the basis of my 
reply. Your question, “Who are you?” [if it relates to the physical 
body], is indeed just a meaningless sequence of words, since the 
bodies of the living beings are identical, constituted in reality of the 
five elements.” [11.13.22-23]

 The 4 Kumära’s question to the Lord’s Swan incarnation: How one 
desiring liberation can untie the tight knot between the spirit soul and 
matter? However their first question upon the appearance of the Lord 
was, “Who are you?” From the Lord’s response (11.13.22), it appeared 
that there is no difference among the Jévas (the oneness concept being 
non-different from Brahman; the Kumära were Brahma-jïänés)

 No difference between the questioner and the questioned. If related to 
the body, again no difference because all bodies are made of the same 5 
gross elements. Factually, however, all Jévas are individuals.
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 Personified Çrutis Different Jévas in each body (10.87.30)
 Jämätå Muni offers another reason  Different Jévas in each body 

because of its atomic size infuses consciousness into the whole 
body because of it innate quality

 Krsna to Uddhava [11.16.11] among infinitesimal things, He is the 
Jéva. Even being of atomic size, the Jéva has the inherent capacity by 
which it propagate its consciousness throughout the entire body 
although situated in just one part of it (ex: a light bulb). Well, 
scientifically though, we know that the intensity of the light diminish 
over distance—it is inversely proportional to the square root of the 
distance. However, we don’t see this relationship with respect to the 
soul’s extension of consciousness throughout the body. How do we 
understand this? I don’t know yet, but we must meditate on this.
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 While Paramätmä is all-pervading, it is not proper to conclude that the 
Jéva too is all-pervading. Since it is an integrated part of Bhagavän, the 
part obviously cannot be all-pervading. (Text 34)

 But then JévaG cites Bg verse 2.24, in which Krsna refers to the Jéva as 
sarva-gata, or all-pervading. This questions the atomic size of it.

 JévaG’s explanation: Sarva-gata does not necessarily mean all-
pervading in its own sense, but since it is situated within Bhagavän, 
who is all-pervading and is dependent upon Him, the Jéva is said to be 
all-pervading. 

 VCT offers alternate explanation: The Jéva is all-pervading in the body 
by virtue of consciousness.

 Next JévaG explains the Jéva’s 4 characteristics: eternal, pure, the all-
knowing capacity and capacity to act (Text 35)
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 The Jéva is the witness of the actions of the mind and body and thus 
has the capacity to know—cognitive awareness is its natural 
characteristic, and so is its eternality.

 Bg 3.27 states that the Jéva under the bodily conception of life thinks 
himself the doer, although all actions are by the modes of nature. 
Because the body cannot act w/out consciousness, this statement is 
meant only in a secondary sense—thinking is also an action, which 
also implies will.

 JévaG also explains that when an action is undertaken for one’s own 
sensual pleasure, it is in material consciousness. If, however, the 
action is executed for the pleasure of the Lord, it is beyond material 
qualities (nirguëa)  action is possible even in the liberated state.
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 To experience enjoyment or suffering, one has to be conscious  the material 
body and mind, being inert, cannot be the subject of experience—it is just the 
feeling of happiness and misery  rooted in the Jéva, as puruña (Text 36)

 As noted in Text 1, Paramätmä is an expansion of Bhagavän, whose purpose 
is to regulate the Jéva & material energy.

 Bhagavän’s 3-fold potencies: intrinsic, extrinsic (Mäyä) and intermediary or 
marginal (the Jéva).

 The Jéva cannot be completely 1) under Mäyä because of being conscious, 2) 
under intrinsic potency or Paramätmä (transcendental to Mäyä), because of 
being influenced by Mäyä. Thus, the difference between the Jéva & 
Paramätmä is innate, both on the conditioned as well as liberated states.

 Oneness between the Jéva & Paramätmä, however, is in the sense of Jéva
being the energy and the Paramätmä being the energetic.

 Why does then scriptures speak of both oneness and difference? Because the 
scriptures address both the Jïänés (oneness) & bhaktas (difference).
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