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QUIZ: QUESTIONS/ANSWERS

1. How the bondage of the Jiva can be possible at all, when the 
latter is superior to Paramatma’s extrinsic potency, Maya?
 It is because of the trans-rational (beyond human logic and reasoning) 

power of Maya that the Jiva becomes infatuated with her creation.

2. Because Bhagavan is fully satisfied in Himself (atmarama), 
what could possibly impel Him to create the cosmos in the 
first place?
 This is simply out of love for those of His devotees who could not attain 

perfection of their devotional service unto Him in the previous cycle and 
who are still lying dormant within Paramatma. So His true intent behind 
creation is simply to provide yet another opportunity for them to complete 
the course of their devotion.
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3. It is the Vivartavadi contention that the Jiva’s bondage is 
due to his ignorance; upon being enlightened of Brahman 
realization by the study of Vedanta and practice of 
meditation, austerities and penance, his illusory 
perception of the material world would be dissipated. 
However, JivaG shows that there is no necessity for such 
an occurrence. What is then actually needed? Explain the 
analogy offered in this context.
 No one can become liberated by his own endeavor. Only those who take 

shelter of Him can transcend His formidable Maya [Bg 7.4]. If the vision 
of the sun is covered with dense cloud, which is the result of the sun’s 
own heat potency, the eyes have no power to dispel it. The sun alone 
can dispel the cloud. Once the cloud is dispersed and there is light, the 
eyes can function. Similarly, in our conditioned state, we have no power 
to become released from our own conditioning. Even when situated in
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 Knowledge, we cannot become free, because knowledge too is a part 
of Maya, the mode of goodness.

 Even if one realizes that he is not the body and thus become jivan-
mukta, we cannot attain freedom from ahankara-tattva, the undesirable 
“I”-consciousness, which remains within Maya’s domain. It is the real 
“I”-consciousness of the pure spirit soul that is needed.

4. How can the nirguna Paramatma associate with the 
gunas?

and causes the 
universe to become unmanifest in the reverse order [3.7.4]. He is 
exclusively all-consciousness [cin-matrasya], immutable and remains 
untouched by the gunas [3.7.2]. Even His cosmic pastimes cannot be 
the cause behind creation. His svarupa-Shakti is inconceivable and 
trans-rational. Maya is a reflection of the Lord, and thus cannot touch 
Him, but reflection can influence others.
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5. How can the Jiva be deluded?
 It is thru Maya’s two divisions, called jiva-maya and guna-maya. The 

first one conceals the true knowledge of the Jiva, and the second one 
presents the objects of material enjoyment. Even though the Jiva too is 
constitutively cin-matrasya, he belongs to Bhagavan’s marginal 
potency, meaning he oscillates between the Lord’s internal and 
external potencies. When he voluntarily turned himself away from the 
Lord (because of the misuse of his free will due to strong material 
desires independent from Bhagavan), the Jiva comes under the spell of 
Maya.

6. Why is Paramatma not influenced by Maya?
 If the light of the sun reflects into a person’s eyes, it covers his vision 

and simultaneously presents a polychromatic display. But the reflection 
cannot influence the sun. Similarly, Maya can influence the Jiva but not 
Paramatma. He owns and controls Maya.
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7. How does Maitreya Muni explain that the Jiva’s bondage 
is not real; rather, it is apparent?
 “Because of Maya, the Jiva’s loss of knowledge and bliss makes its 

appearance w/out cause or purpose. It is similar to the seer of a dream 
experiencing his head being cut off, which is impossible [3.7.10].

 It is not possible for the Jiva to lose his inherent nature, which is 
consciousness and self-awareness, and become bound by the 3 
modes of material nature. Yet, by the inconceivable power of Maya, it 
does appear to be the case. She makes us see things that are other 
than the reality. The Jiva appears to be bound, though in fact, he is 
ever free. It is the very nature of Maya’s avidya potency to keep the 
Jiva in perpetual darkness about reality.

 Maitreya Muni cites another analogy that of the shimmering of the 
moon observed in water. Similarly, the attributes of the nons-self [the 
body], seem to belong to the self, the witness, although they do not 
factually exist in it [3.7.11].
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