Lesson 3 highlights: Vedic authority, but ditficulties
studying therein (9-12)

" Necessity of Epistemological Validity: Ten pramanas, or
evidences

" The 4 defects of conditioned human beings

= Apauruseya-Sabda-Pramana = the Vedas as the only infallible
means for acquiring knowledge of the transcendence

= Although the Vedas are indeed the apauruseya-sabda-
pramana, therein are 4 ditficulties studying

" Jiva’s alternative to solve the dilemma—Study the Itihasa &
Purana in a commonly spoken & understood (laukika
Sanskrit), as opposed to the Vedic Sanskrit in which the
meaning of the words can be changed it mispronounced.



. Originally one Yajur-Veda, but Vyasa divided into 4 Vedas—
ig Yajur, Sama, and Atharva—constitute the means of valid knowing
the Absolute = practical difficulties in studying them in Kali-yuga

® Technically though, Atharva-Veda has been attributed to Angira
Rsi and his disciple(?) named Atharva

" Each of the 4 Vedas has four subdivisions, namely

" Samhita T |Sruti-sdastra, or the revealed infallible sound

" Brahmana | |knowledge that which is heard and propagated
= Aranyaka [ |thrw’ disciplic succession from the very

" Upanisad | |beginning of creation

m Jtihasa & Puranas (Vedic historic narrations)=> Smrti-Sdstra, or
that which is remembered—composed by sages in tradition of
explaining the meaning of the Sruti-sastras. These include the six
Vedangas.






Brahma manifests Itihasa & Purdnas, along with
the Vedas from his 4 mouths ... Same source (13)

Further

descriptiop the 4 Vedas, Srila

of the VFdlC Veda-Vyasa condensed

nature of the and divided the
Itihasa & Lesson 4)

remaining one billion
verses into (14)

= 400,000 verses of

the 18 Puranas &
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Itihasa & Puranas
are the 5% Veda
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Puranas (15)
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“Therefore the Prabhasa-khanda ot the Skanda Purana states, “In ancient times
Brahma, the grandfather of the immortal demigods, executed severe penances. As a
result, the Vedas became manifest, along with their six supplements, their word-for-
word glosses, and their reordered texts. There then appeared the entire Purdna,
incorporating all scriptures. The Purana is unchanging, consists of eternal sound, is
auspicious, and includes as many as one billion verses. It emanated from Lord
Brahma’s mouth. Listen to the description of its divisions: First is the Brahma Purana.
The figure of one billion mentioned here refers to the number of verses extant on
Brahma’s planet. In a passage similar to the one quoted above from the Skanda Purana,
the Third Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam has a passage that starts “Beginning from the
front face of Brahma, gradually the four Vedas—Rg, Yajur, Sama, and Atharva—
became manifest” [Bhag. 3.12.37]. In this passage we find the statement “Then
Brahma created the fifth Veda—the Puranas and the histories—{rom all his mouths,
since he could see all the past, present, and future” [Bhag. 3.12.39]. Here also the
word veda refers to the Puranas and Itihdasas.” [13.1-2)



“Elsewhere we find similar statements to the etfect that “the Purana is the fitth Veda”:
“The Itihasas and Purdnas are called the fifth Veda” [Bhag. 1.4.20]. “He taught the
Vedas along with the fifth of their number, the Mahabharata” [Mahabharata, Moksa-
dharma 340.21]. It the Itihasas and Puranas were not Vedic, they would not be
specified as “the fifth” in such statements as these, since counting necessarily
involves things that belong to a same category. Moreover, the Bhavisya Purdna states,
“The Veda written by Krsna [Dvaipayana Vyasa] is the fifth Veda and is known as the
Mahabharata.” And the Chandogya Upanisad ot the Kauthumiya branch of the Sama
Veda states, “Sir, | have studied the Rg Veda, the Yajur Veda, the Sama Veda, the
fourth or Atharva Veda, and the Itihasa-Purana, which is the fifth Veda.” And so on.
Thus is disproved the objection that denies the authenticity of the Itihasas and
Purdnas as we know them by presuming that the Itihdsa and Purdana mentioned in the
Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad’s statement about “the breath of this Supreme Being” are
nothing more than certain parts of the four Vedas. The same is said by the words
beginning “First is the Brahma Purana.”  [13.3-5]



Jiva cites both Sruti- and Sruti-sastras to substantiate (primarily
Chandogya-Upanisad) Itihdasa & Puranas’ status as the same source as
the 4 Vedas, and in fact they are the 5" Veda.

The opinions of certain mimamsakic scholars = over an immense
period of time, many of the original Puranaic portion of the Vedas got
lost.

The author refutes these arguments on the grounds that they emanated
separately from the mouths of Lord Brahma.

The apauruseya, or divine nature of the Itihasa & Puranas is
substantiated in the Vedas; some of these are then quoted.

Vyasadeva, hence he is reterred to as Veda-Vyasa, condensed and
divided (thus edited but not composed) from the original one billion
verses in the Brahmaloka into 400,000 and 100,000 verses of the 18
Puranas and Itihasa (Mahabharata originally written in 60 million
verses!), respectively, on this planet for the people in the Age of Kali.



“These words spoken by Siita Gosvami in the Vayu Purana [60.16-18, 21-22]
describe why the Itihdsa and Purdna are considered the fifth Veda: "The
Personality of Godhead [Srila Vyasadeva] then chose me as an authorized speaker
of the Itihdsas and Puranas. At first there was only one Veda, the Yajur Veda.
Vyasadeva divided it into four parts. Within these were manifested the ritual
activities of the four kinds of priests, on which basis he arranged for the
performance of sacrifice. With the yajur-mantras he arranged the activities of the
Adhvaryu priests, with the rg-mantras those ot the Hota priests, with the sama-
mantras those of the Udgata priests, and with the atharva-mantras those of the
Brahma priests. O best of brahmanas, out of the akhyanas, upakhydnas and gathas
Vyasadeva fashioned his summary of the Purdnas, being thoroughly conversasant
with the purport of the Purdanas. Whatever was left over [from the division of the
Veda into four] is considered Yajur Veda. Such is the detinitive word on
understanding the revealed scriptures.”  [14.1]



“We also see that the Itihdsas and Purdnas are employed in the recitation of the
Brahma-yajiia, as is enjoined, "[The texts to be recited include| Brahmanas, Itihasas
and Puranas" [Taittiriya Aranyaka 2.9]. This could not be the case if the Itihasas and
Puranas were not Vedic. The Supreme Lord says in the Matsya Purana [53.8], "O best
of brahmanas, forseeing that in the course of time the Puranas will be neglected, 1
appear as Vyasa in each age and make an abridgement of them." According to what we
have seen here, what the Lord means in saying this is "I edit the already existing
Purana for easier assimilation.“ Immediately after this the tfollowing is said: "In every
Dvapara-yuga I divide the Purdna into eighteen books totaling four hundred thousand
verses, in which form they are disseminated on this earth. But even today on the
planets of the demigods the Purdna contains one billion verses. The purport of that
original Purana is concisely incorporated in the four hundred thousand verse edition"
[Matsya Pur. 53.9-11]. Since it has been stated that "Whatever was left over is
considered Yajur Veda," these four hundred thousand verses were not new
compositions but the most usetul portions of the original collected into an essential
abridgement in this world of mortals.” [14.1-4]



Vyasadeva authorized Stta Gosvami as the
speaker of the Itihasa and Purana.

Four diferent categories of Vedic mantras
exist eternally.

Ditterent Vyasa tor each cycles of the ages;
all of them empowered incarnations of Lord
Narayana.

Brhma-yajiidh = The “five great sacrifices,
or the pafica-maha-yajiiah” recommended for
every Vedic householder brahmana.



“The same picture is drawn, describing the Puranas in conjunction with the
Vedas, in the Vayaviya-samhita [1.1.37-38] of the Siva Purana: "The great
master condensed the four Vedas and divided them into four parts. Because
he separated the Vedas into parts, he is called Veda-vyasa. He also
condensed the Purana into four hundred thousand verses, although even
today it contains one billion verses on the planets ot the demigods.“"Was
condensed" (sanksiptam) here implies "by him" to complete the idea. The
names of Purdnas like Skanda and Agni, however, pertain to the Purdnas'
speakers, in the same way as the names Kdathaka and so on. Or else, they
pertain to the conventional order in which they were composed. Therefore
when we sometimes hear that the Purdnas are not eternal, this is only in
reference to their visible manifestation and disappearance. Thus we have
proven [in Texts 13—15.2] that the Itihdsas and Purdnas are Vedic.” [15.1-2]




“That persons like Stita Gosvami had the privilege to speak the Itihasas and Purdnas
follows the pattern of the qualification for chanting the name Sri Krsna, which is the
perfect fruit of the creeper of the entire Vedic sruti. As the Prabhasa-khanda states, "This
name Krsna is the sweetest of the sweet, the most auspicious of all auspicious things. It is
the perfect fruit of the creeper of the entire Vedic sruti. In essence it is pure, living spirit. O
best of the Bhrgus, any human being who just chants this name even once, whether with
faith or neglectfully, will become liberated.“And as the Visnu-dharma also states, "One is
considered to have studied the Rg Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama Veda and Atharva Veda who has
uttered the two syllables Ha-ri." The Visnu Purana, turthermore, states that the Itihdsas and
Puranas explain definitively the meaning of the Vedas, in such verses as "On the pretext of
writing the Mahdabhdrata, Srila Vyasa has revealed the Vedas’ meaning. Without doubt all
the Vedas are given a firm foundation in the Puranas.“Even though we understand that the
Itihasas and Purdnas are just two types of sastra among many which elucidate the meaning
of the Vedas, still these two are special on account of the special status of their
promulgator. As stated in the Padma Purdana, "Even Brahma and other demigods do not
know everything Dvaipayana Vyasa knows. He understands everything known to anyone
else, but some things he knows no one else can comprehend.” [15.3-5]



The 18 Puranas are not written for their namesakes = Only some of
them are named after their speakers, while others are named after the
deities they glority.

That only properly puritied and trained brahmanas are allowed to teach
the Vedas is not merely a prejudice of the caste conscious ritualistics—
Vaisnava authorities also acknowledge this standard.

The Puranas are eternal, but they sometimes manifest and unmanifest in
the human society.

Then why is it a low class person called upon to recite Srimad
Bhagavatam? This is just as everyone is authorized to chant the holy
names Krsna = Strictly speaking though, this is recommended only
when properly initiated by a bona fide guru and after following the 4
regulated principles for realizing its full potency and to avoid offenses =
However, it the mercy of Lord Caitanya that it is recommended for
everyone in the Age of Kali.



