Songs for a Sadhaka
(1)

Ramani-Siromani
ramani-siromani, brsabhanu-nandini,
nila-vasana-paridhana
chinna-purata jini', varna-vikasini,
baddha-kabari hari-prana

The beloved daughter of King Vrsabhanu is the crest-jewel of all young women. She is
fond of wearing blue garments. Her radiant complexion is very pleasing and conquers
the beauty of freshly cut gold, Her locks of hair are nicely arranged, and She is the life
and soul of Lord Krsna.

abharana-mandita, hari-rasa-pandita,
tilaka-susobhita-bhala
kaiiculikacchadita, stana-mani-mandita,
kajjala-nayani rasala

She is artfully adorned with jewels, She is very learned in the science of hari-rasa, and
Her forehead is nicely decorated with tilaka. Her breasts are covered with a beautiful
corset and adorned with valuable gems, and Her eyes are anointed with black
collyrium. Thus She appears to be relishable sweetness personified.

sakala tyajiya se radha-carane
dasi ho'ye bhaja parama-jatane

Giving up everything and becoming a maidservant at the lotus feet of Radha, just
worship and serve Her with great care and attention.

saundarya-kirana dekhiya janhar
rati-gauri-lila garva-parihar

Beholding Her effulgent rays of pure beauty, the goddesses Rati, Gauri, and Lila
abandon all their pride.

saci-laksmi-satya saubhagya bolane
parajita hoy janhara carane

The good fortune attributed to the goddesses Saci, Laksmi, and Satya is completely
defeated in the presence of Radha's feet.

krsna-vasikare candravali-adi
parajay mane hoiya vivadi



The group of rival gopis led by Candravali are forced to accept their defeat before
Srimati Radharani, for She alone controls Krsna. Thus they always sulk and simply
remain quarrelsome.

hari-dayita radha-carana prayasi
bhakativinoda sri-godruma-basi

Bhaktivinoda, a resident of Sri Godruma, always endeavors for the lotus feet of
Radha, the most beloved of Lord Hari. )
— Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s Gitavali
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Radha-bhajane jadi
radha-bhajane jadi mati nahi bhela
krsna-bhajana tava akarana gela

If your desire for the worship of Srimati Radharani does not come about, then your
so-called worship of Krsna is completely useless.

atapa-rohita suraya nahi jani
radha-virahita madhava nahi mani

Just as I never know the sun to be without without sunlight, so I do not care to regard
Madhava without Radha.

kevala madhava piijaye so ajiiani
radha anadara koro-i abhimani

One who worships Madhava alone is imperfect in his knowledge, and one who
disrespects Radha is simply conceited and proud.

kabanhi nahi korobi tankor sanga
citte icchasi jadi braja-rasa-ranga

You should never associate with such a person if you at all desire within your heart to
participate in the eternal sportive pastimes of Vraja.

radhika-dasi jadi hoy abhiman
sighra-i mila-i taba gokula-kan

If one considers oneself to be a humble maidservant of Radhika, then such a person
very quickly meets the Lord of Gokula.



brahma, siva, narada, sruti, narayani
radhika-pada-raja pujaye mani'

Lord Brahma, Lord Siva, Narada Muni, the personified Vedas, and Laksmi-devi all
honor and worship the dust of Radhika's lotus feet.

uma, ramad, satya, saci, candra, rukmini
radha-avatara sabe,-amnaya-vani

The Vedic scriptures declare that the goddesses Uma, Rama, Satya, Saci, Candra, and
Rukmini are all personal expansions of Srimati Radharani.

heno radha-paricarya jankara dhan
bhakativinoda ta'r magaye caran

Bhaktivinoda, whose only treasure is the service of such a Radha, humbly begs for
Her lotus feet.
— Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s Gitavali
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’ Radhika-Carana-Renu
Sri Radhikasraya (The Shelter of Srimati Radharani)

radhika-carana-reniu, bhusana kariya tanii
anayase pabe giridhari

radhika-caranasraya, ye kare se mahasaya
tanre muii jai balihari

Decorate your body with the dust from the lotus feet of Sri Radhika. Then, you will
achieve the full grace of Sri Krsna, the lifter of Govardhana Hill. One who takes
shelter of the lotus feet of Radhika, I glorify him as a great person.

jaya jaya radha-nama, brndabana yanra dhama
krsna-sukha-bilasera nidhi
hena radha-guna-gana, na sunila mora kana
bancita karila more bidhi

All glories to the holy names of Sri Radha, who eternally resides in Vrndavana. She is
the ocean of Krsna’s happiness. I have been cheated by Providence because I have not
heard about the glorification of Radha.

tanra bhakta-sanga sada, rasa-lila-prema-katha
je kahe se paya ghanasyama
thate bimukha jei, tara kabhu siddhi nai
nahi jena suni tara nama



One who associates with the devotees of Sri Radha and discusses the loving pastimes
of Radha certainly meets Syamasundara. Anyone averse to this never attains
perfection and I do not wish to even hear the name of such a person.

krsna-nama-gane bhai, radhika-carana pai
radha-nama-gane krsnacandra
sanksepe kahila katha, ghiicao manera byatha
duhkha-maya anya katha-dvandva

O brother, simply by chanting the names of Krsna, one can receive the lotus feet of
Radhika, and by chanting the names of Radhika, one can receive the lotus feet of
Krsna. Thus, I have briefly explained everything by which you will be relieved from
the pains of your heart. All other topics are full of miseries and dualities.

ahankara abhimana, asat-sanga asaj-jiiana
chadi bhaja guru-pada-padma
kara atma-nibedana, deha-geha-parijana
guru-bakya parama mahattwa

Give up false ego and pride. Giving up bad association and endeavoring for useless
material knowledge, worship the lotus feet of the spiritual master. Surrender your
body, home and family members unto him. The words from the lotus mouth of the
spiritual master are supremely important.

— Srila Narottama dasa Thakura’s Sri Prema Bhakti-candrika



